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ORIGIN AL LETTERS 


FROM THE / 


FRENCH. ARMY. 


PART THE THIRD, 


| CONSISTING OF THOSE 


"LETTERS TO „ THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT, INTERCEPTED 
BY THE BRITISH FLEET IN THE mn 


1 


WHICH HAVE BEEN | „ 9 8 


PUBLISHED HERE BY AUTHOR ITY., 5 


S- „„ Ges is | Ss 
ENGLISH TRANSLATION, © 
— — er 5 17 
e EDITION, | *** 
enen; 


| PRINTED FOR J. WRIGHT, OPPOSITE OLD Sou STREET, 
| PICCADILLY, Ts 


1800. 
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Tux Letters and Dispatches, of which the fol- 
lowing are copies, haye been recently intercepted, 
on their paſſage from Egypt to France, by the 
British Squadron in the Mediterranean: and  .. UN 
haye since been printed here by the authority of 5 
Government. ; „ 
They are re· printed i in their 1 7 8 50 by 
the editors of two former collections on the same 
subject, for the more general information. of | 
the Public: | 
These letters; and indeed the whale” of 
those from among which they are selected, 
are addressed, either to the late French Govern- 
ment, or to different individuals composing It: „ 
and are evidently the first that have been sent | | 
from the remnant of the French Army in Egypt, 35 
since the desertion of General BONAPARTE, * „ 
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5 INTRODUCTION. | 
Among them is a copy of the Instructions which 


Box A PARTE addressed to KLEBER, at his de- 


parture. It was inclosed in KL ERBER“s official 


dispatch to the Directory. Undoubtedlx KL RIZR 
_ Enew his chief too well, to expect that he would 
tell his own story with fidelity at Paris. 


TERRE ARE NO PRIVATE LETTERS.“ | The 
State in which the Army is described to be, will, 


perhaps, sufficiently account for this circum- 


Stance. It was not so, while they had yet 


hope. 


Never did the Public in this ORR dv | "Ix 
perhaps, did the World, receive aden a more 
interesting and important than is communicated 
in these papers. Never was there a moment, in 
the affairs of this Country, or of the World, at 
which such information could have been received 


80 * 


* By this is meant, no letters from individuals in the army 
to private persons in France, The letter of General Ducua 
to the Director BaR RAS is, technically speaking, a - private | 


| letter; as it is not written by Dugua, nor addressed to Barras, 


in an official capacity; but it is written wholly upon public 
subjects to a public man; and is indeed one of the most im- 
portant documents of the whole collection. | 
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INTRODUCTION, 


The lesson, which i is to be devived from 1 


papers, affords a full confirmation of the'observa- 


tions which were offered to the Public, in former 


periodsof the Egyptian Expedition ; though ac- 


companied in Marg f wh different . 


tions. 


The Army 4 Egypt, in the outet of its enter- 


prize, or in the full course of its sanguinary and 
impious career ;—the Army of Egypt, while it 


was yet flushed with recent carnage, and intoxi- - 


cated with the hopes of continued success; the 
army of Egypt, while its collective character and 
conduct were identified with the character and 


cCondudt of its commander ;—while confident in - 


his fortunes, and fierce in his name; while party 
to is cruelties, his blasphemies, and kis frauds ;— 
it was Surely impossible to look at the Army of 


Egypt, in these situations, without abhorrence; 
or to speak of it in any other language than that 


of indignation. a 
The publication of the former collections of 
letters from Egypt was, therefore, naturally and 
a justly calculated to hold up to general detestation 
the whole scope and aim, the whole principle 
and conduct, of the e e 


* If ever Sol 3 and this 8 admitted ol 
variation—it was on! Y when abhorrence * . with 


. 


8 | 
1 ZIP | 'INTRODVCTION. 


= Every erte that was added to those 
4 publications was directed, justly and necessarily 
directed, to awaken and keep alive the attention 
of the World, to the gradual but certain progress 
of that devoted Army from infamy to ruin to 
their progress from the triumphant anticipa- 
tion, of the miseries which they were so gayly pre- 
[ paring for others,—to the full consummation of 
* them upon their own heads; their progress from 
itte hour in which they deluged the streets of 


; 
. 7; Alexandria with the blood of its unresisting in- 
4 habitants, i in order to © strike terror” * into their 
; opponents,—to that in which they should be FOR: * 

. | under its walls, an example to © strike terror 

! into those who justify and applaud them from 
q the moment when they were shouting in the train 
5 of Box APA RTE, as the leader who was to con- 

i duct them to riches, to power, and to fame — to 

. that, when gazing. after his departing « sail, from 
ridicule, and the tone of indignation ſoftened into contempt, | 
. at the contemplation of thoſe unwilling martyrs to a curioſity 
7 not their on, the unhappy but unregretted Sarans, It was 
4 indeed a relief to turn for a moment from the disgusting repe- 
4 


tition of crimes and barbarities, which disgraced the military 
character of the Expedition, to the boasts or wailings of kid- 
napped philoſophy, and the rants and blunders of 2 ran 


virtù. 
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| INTRODUCTION. VV 


the ore on which he had left Wem to o perich, 
they should pursue him with execrations as a 
fugitive and VVV 
If such was the course of contemplation, to 
which public attention was excited, perhaps it 
may now appear, that public attention was not 
excited in vain : and those who, at the time; 
were moſt loud in blaming the rashness or ex+ 
aggeration of these predictions, must now be 
struck and confounded by the fullness and ac: 
curacy of their accomplishment. 1 5 
With those, who at the time believed his pro- 


phecy, and did not disguise that they wished it 


to be fulfilled; with those (in other words) Whose 
feelings were warm, and whose wishes were 
confident for the interests of their own Cauntry, 
of her most valuable dependencies, and of her 
Allies, this result must produce very different sen- 
sations: yet not even in their minds those of un- 
mixed triumph and exultation. No: With the 
circumstances of the Army itself, the sentiments 
which It excited are in some degree changed. 
Proud and powerful, with Box A ARTE at its 
head, and advancing, under his guidance, to the 
en of the most atrocious crimes, the 
* Inercopted 'E rede par 3 Introduction, 
p. xvili. e 
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. INTRODUCTION, 


Army hw hitherto been necessarily involved 


with its Commandgr in one common sentiment 
of aversion and horror. Hitherto it has been 
impossible to discriminate between those who 


planned, and those who executed, the bloody 
work of desolation. Together, they constituted 


one great engine for the ravage and destruction 
of an unoffending Country: together, they 


formed one great object for the. fear and 2585 


hatred of mankind. 


But the hour of discrimination i is now come. 


The object of our contemplation now divides itself, 


into the Guilt which has fled from punishment, 
and the Misery which it has _ left behind to 
expiate its 'enormittes. 
The Army of Egypt, deserted by its Command- - 
er, resolves itself into a multitude of betrayed 
and devoted outcasts :—in the contemplation and 


commiscration of whose individual sufferings, 


our remembrance of the crimes of which they 
have been the inſtruments, is lost in our indig- 
nation at the ag of which they Are the 


victims. | 
It is not, therefore; for the purpose of tri- 


umphing over fallen wickedness ;—it is not for 


the purpose of pointing out the weighty and 


dreadful retribution, under which the perpetrators 
of such unheard- of e and cruelty are now 


INTRODUCTION. © Wh; 
suffering calamities, proportioned to those which 
they inflicted—(though that triumph were natu- 
ral and justifiable though the lesson resulting 
from that retribution be aweful and salutary): 
but it is to objects of more immediate concern, 
and more practical utility, that the attention "of - 
the Public is now called. . 
The purpose and the effect of mis Publication 
1s to paint, from facts which cannot be con- 
troverted, from confessions of his own, which 
cannot be mistaken or disguised, — the personal 
Character of a Man; with whose personal con- 
duct {by a singular dispensation of Providence) 
is for a time involved the destiny, not as hereto- 
fore of an Army, but, of a great and powerful 
Nation: to whose personal diſpoſitions, but for 
the wisdom, the firmness, and the magnanimity of 
the Government of this Country, — might, at the 
present moment, have been subjected the des- 
tiny of England; and there with that of . 
and of the World. | 
Let Englishmen here learn from himſelf what 
reliance is to be placed on his engagements : and 
let them then recolleEt that THIS Is THE MAN, 
who has recently required of their SovEREIGN to 
trust implicitly to is individual sincerity, and to 
repose unlimited confidence in his individual 
professions. Let them here look for the traces 
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of his e his lenity and F in 
the grounds of his claims upon Egypt, and in 
his treatment of its inhabitants: and then let 
them recollect that THIS Is THE MAN, Who. 
claims credit to himself, and to himself almost 
exclusively, for his rigid observance of the rights 
of nations, and for his regard for the happiness 
of families!” *—Let them here read the avowal of 
his Egyptian Councillors, that it is the settled 
maxim of his political school, that © negotiations 
c goν⁵ be opened with England, PURELY TO 
* GAIN TIME; and concessions made, WITH A 
© VIEW OF RESUMING THEM AT THE 'FIRST 
© FAVOURABLE OPPORTUNITY :' +—and then 
let them recollect that, on the issue of such a ne- 
gotiation, THIS MAN would fain have persuaded 
them to commit the interests and honour of theit 
Country! _ . 
Fortunately, the Government of this Country 
has been actuated by. wiser and firmer coungils: 
and the spirit and good sense of a brave and ge- 
nerous People will not disavow them. They _ 
have wisely refused to pledge all their hopes 
of lasting and honourable Peace, upon the Sin- 
cerity of One, whose course has been fraud. 
* See Bonaparte's Letter to the King. | : 
See Poussielgre's Letter in the following Collection, No- 
XIII. VVii.,l 10 


Abbe reh „„ 


| upon the iumanity of One, whose business has 
been blood, - upon the Steadiness and consisteney 


of One, whose element is revolution they 


have not hastily consented to hazard so Sacred a 


trust upon such insufficient and uninviting secu- 


rity ;—they have not thought it reasonable, in 4 


matter of such fearful moment, to believe at 


once against all past example, and to presume 


at once against all probable inference; but 


have at least determined to wait until that ex- 


ample and that inference shall be contradicted 


by ot EXPERIENCE and THE EVIDENCE op 
6 pager - | 

Those, indeed, 5 raise at all time wit 
under all circumstances, a senseless and indis+ 


criminate clamour for peace,—not because they 


love peace, but because they delight in clamour,— 


are not to be silenced by the demonstration, that 


treaty at this moment must have been insecure. 


Those, who, if they wish for Peace, wish for it, 


not because it would bring with it the vendur⸗ 
able and certain termination of their Country's 
struggles for security and independence but 


because it would afford rest and CRONE IE 


/ 


* Ses His water. s beben in ko to Bonaparte i 


Letter. 
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* = INTRODUCTION, | 

to the principles of the French Nene ex⸗ 
hausted (as some may think) in their; means 
of present mischief; who trust that an in- 
terval of repose would give to those prin- 
ciples the freshness and vigour, which they 


have now lost; and, by procuring oblivion of 


their past enormities, would enable them to re- 
new their operations, and to re- assemble their 
afflicted and Scattered partizans no wonder, if 
persons of this persuasion should -resent the 


just exposure of that Man's principles and _ 


conduct, —with whose fortune the fate of the 
Revolution is associated, and in 1 whose | person 
its power is enthroned. | 

They belieye that Peace made, at this moment, 
with BonAPARTE, would tend to confirm 0 
consolidate his yet unsettled authority: in that 
view he proposed Peace, They know that he has 
pledged himself to the Nation, over whom he 
has usurped dominion, to procure Peace for 
them without delay; in the hope of persuading 
them, —perhaps having in vain presumption per- 
Suaded himself,—that his ascendant was as un- 
controulable, and his genius as impoſing, through - 


; out Europe, as he has found it for a time 


in Egypt, and. 9 he 4 from Egypt) in N 
France.— | 7 


INTRODUCTION » +. a 


\ They know that a refusal to treat, at his first 
bidding, will of itself have taught France to 
appreciate more justiy the estimation in which 
his character is held. They know that this re- 
| fusal. will be justified, in the eyes of France 
itself, by such irrefragable proofs, as these pa- 
pers contain, of the habitual insincerity of his 


Professions, of his selfish and unprincipled am- 5 5 


bition: — and they tremble for the shock which 
such a conviction. may give, not only to all 
reliance on his consideration abroad, but to all | 
respect for his authority at home. © 
No wonder, therefore, that an outcty Should 
be raised, by thoſe Who have worshipped the 
Revolution, in all its successive stages, and who 
now worship Box APART E, as the Representa- 
tive of the Revolution, against the detection and 
disgrace, which they underſtand to be impend- 
ing over him, No. wonder, that they should 
resort to every argument; even to arguments the 


most inconsistent with each other, to create a 


prejudice againſt the publication of these Letters, 

6 or to discredit their authenticity. 

They began with the latter of these attempts 3 

but they presently felt that it was hopeless, The 

Letters speak too plainly for themselves: even 

if all doubts upon this subject had not been 
b 2 | 
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removed by their publication, in the frat instance, 


| "oy the authority of Government. 


Next, however, nothing daunted by its aitect 
contradiction with their original supposition, 
they resort to the argument, that, if e, Fey: 
they in not to have been publiched. * 3 


% 
ft is not at all e that Gentlemen of a Jacobin 


way of thinking should have such an unconquerable aversion 
to the publication of IN TERCETTED LETTERS. They must 


yet remember, with horror, the confusion which was occasion- 


ed by the publication of Mx. Stows's Letter to Dx. PxixSsTr= 


IE, (© patriot, and saint, and sage“) which was intercepted 


by one of our Cruizers, in a vessel bound from France to Ame- 
rica, and which developed, (as the friends of both Parties may” 


reecollect) some of the most confidential principles of that branch 


of the new schodl, so happily established in this Country, 
But even this act of unparallelled © breach of confidence” is 
little, to what they must be prepared to. expect by: and. by, 


They will hear, with dismay, that at SERINGAPATAM, taken 


by storm, the Palace of Tippoo Sultaun was inhumanly viola 
ted, its most private recesses fraudulently explored, and his 
most intimate and conſidential drawers and pigeon-holes disin- 
genuously ransacked ; and that the whole of the Secret Papers. 

found there and intended for his on most private and parti- 
cular eye, containing his Cox rEsPONDENCE with FRANCE, | 


and with the societies of Frenchmen, establiſhed on the true 


Jacobin model, in India, and his Prawns and ENGAGEMENTS | 


for the SuBVERSION or THE BRITISH PowrR in that 


Quarter of the World, is intended for immediate publication: 
an instance ö f perſidy and “ breach of confidence ” that throw 
the present * into the hade. 


* 


24TRODVETION -— 


The publication of them; say these clear head | 
©: * reasoners, is * a breach of confidence. "—The on 
idea is logically coneeived; and the words are 
fancifully chosen. Confidence” then; it seem 
implies not something entrusted by a friend, but 
something wrested from an Enemy : it relates; 
not to what has been communicated, voluntarily, 
under the express or implied promise of se- | 
crecy; but to what has been rightfully wy = 
cd, by open force, in spite of resistance from or e 
apprehension of disclosure. 
Or perhaps in some chapter of Yak new | 
Ethicks, which prescribe the duties that the rest of 
mapkind owe to Fx Ax c E, it may be laid down as 42 
principle, that the interception of the correspond- 
_ ence of an enemy, (when that enemy happens to 
be Fu Ax c instead of giving to the intereept- 
ors the right and advantage of using the infor- 
mation which they thus obtain, ought to excite 
in their minds the tenderest feelings of sympa- 
thy, and to impose on them the most delicate du- 
ties of friendship! a SY 
These doctrines the jurisprudents of J Lake: : 
ism may discuss and settle at their leisure. 
In the mean time, perhaps, they inay be forced 
to acknowledge that it is, after all, France her- © 


— 
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xy = INTRODUCTION. „ 
| self who will derive the ehief benefit from this 
publication; 


— — oget 


5 If to the people of England it it be. indo of 
no small importance to be informed of the real 
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Þ 5 nature and extent of the machinations of their 
| | enemies; to see laid open before them the dan- 
4 gers which they have escaped, and the deceptions 
1 against which they have been guarded: Is it 
4 not of still greater moment to the people of 
4 France, that they should know the extent of the 
4 - dielusion which has been practised upon them, 
kl and the true character of the man by whom 
'F they have been so deceived ? Have not the peo 


ple of France a still deeper interest in the dis- 
closure of the true state of that favourite Army; 
which they are even now taught to believe in so 
4 prosperous a condition, as to want no comfort of 
life, but an Opera, “ and to need no re- in: 
forcement, but of Prostitulcs ? F ES 


* See Bonapartes Letter i in the plicwike Callection, "2 14 
+ One of the first acts of BonayrarTe's provisional ad- 
ministration (as related in the Parts Papers) was a hot preſs 
at the Palais Roya!, for a number of ladies of this de- 
scription. Three hundred hands (able or ordinary) were thus 
procured; and put up, as was then understood, to be dispatched 
by the first convoy to Egypt. This account of their destina- 
tion has indecd since been contradicted in some of the French 
Papers, but whether by those in the confidence of ABR 
SYEYES, is still matter of mystery. 


% 


TS pt EE I re on Oper 9 "IO 
gy N 2 — — „ — 
7 — 5 5 * 99 —— 05 — _ — 
a * 
ned PESOS OOO Wr — 8 888 * * 38 — 88 p 
8 e 5 — nn a SG Ct ot 
, I 


PR — — 3 — 
be ND Ds 


INTRODUCTION. __F- 


When from the perusal of these letters, the 
people of that country shall be enabled to judge 5 
what has really been the fate, and what are 
now the hopes of so many thousands of their 
countrymen; and to compare with what they 
now learn, the representations with which they 
| have hitherto. been amused; it may perhaps og- 
cur to them to ask whether the hands from which 
they have received so faithful an account of their 
Army, be those into which they can most safely 
entrust the administration of their Empire. 1 5 
When they see with what unfeigned reluctance. 
the General tears himself from his faithful and af- 
fectionate followers; how Honsiderately! he spares 
them the pain of exchanging adieus; with how 
much caution and foresight he calculates the pro- 
bable scale and progress of destruction to those 
whom he guits with ſo much regret, and © in the 
midst of whom he Still remains in heart and epirit,” 
| (though forced for certain reasons to be corpo- 
really absent. for a moment; *} how tenderly . 
recommends the negotiation. for their safety to 5 
begun without loss of time, so soon as teen lun. 
dared Shall have 4 N by the 79 * my FL 


v See Rocapurtel s Address to bis Soldiers, p 5, 
+ Yee oo, wan 8 Letter, Þ: 19. 


2 Ea — — — — — * ** 5 
2 he: — > © £2 4 
TT" > wt te 4 I. 8 


f 
** — — 


a * * 
nnn, 


. 
by 
— 


1 K bei, or 


2 D 


— —ͤ— 
7 - 4 tw 
"7 — — — 


— — 


= 
— 
— 


Ke ea a N P * 
*, * R n 
£ 3 — . — 7 
p g > 8 * ee 
— : — —-— 88 S 
TEES men MIL EL, 
. - — 
* , wy wu . — 


tr os" 2 
* — 


1 e 
— 2 
„) : 

2 Ss 2 


2 
R 


. — 
— —— D dc Song 
- * Ss op . 


6 
_ — — 
= I. 
8 * 

a rr 

* 2 * 

7 * —_— 1 > 
, 


, 4 


8 
— 


e 
8— eg 
3 


Iv © 1NTRODUCTION. 
and says this sturdy witlimeticlan,'s TY 
who . perish - daily in the field:")—ſeeing this, 
they may perhaps pause to consider, whether he 
who shews such anxious care for those whom - 
he acknowledges as © his children,” * is likely to 
extend the same paternal solicitude n 
those whom he claims for his subjects. | | 
The people of France will not fail to wiollert} 1. 
that the Expedition to Egypt was exelusively 
the project of Box AP ARTE. 7 
They may, perhaps, therefore reasonably fy = 
from his conduct with regard to that Expedition, 
what is to be expected from his attachment to 
me Reyolution, many parts. ah which are als 
peculiarly his own. 

Of the Expedition he has assumed to | Kin 
Self all the merit of the plan, and monopolized 
all the glory of its execution; 50 va as the Fw 


* See Bonaparte Letter, p. 27. 
+ So Reubell, so Lepanx, so the indubitable Falleyrand, "a 
assured them: — Rewdbelt, in his defence before the Council of 
Antients ; LZepaus, in a book published at the same time; and 
' Talleyrand, in the vindication of himself, which appeared in 
the French Papers. They all concur in ; attributing the Project: 

of the Expedition to Bonaparte. On either of these testimo- 
nies, singly, it might perhaps not be fair to fasten such a 
charge upon him: but, if it be false, fortunately for his 
character, he has Tulleyragd at hand, and can presently baſes 
him to retract it. 


| wal owes suocessful; so far as the execution has 
been splendid: and in pursuit of these praises to 
himself, he has led his Army into unprofitable 


dangers, and finally left them to a ruin, which he 
has refused to share. Of the Revolution, he helped | 


to establish with his * cannon that form, which 


he has now overturned with his bayonets. And 
when the time of trial to this new fabrie 
chall arrive; — it may strike the people of France, 
perhaps, that he who abandoned an Expedition 


of his own planning, as soon as its Catastrophe 
appeared unavoidable; might again give the last 


blow to a Constitution of his own erecting, 
whenever he should see reason ” apprehend 


8 On the 13th Vendemiaire (Oct. 1 95), at the period of 
| the last revolution but two,—no : but three : when Bonaparte, 


under the direction of Barras, commanded the artillery at 


Paris, and mowed down whole groupes of the people of the 


Sections. Bonaparte is said to have been the only military - 
man who could be found to undertake this work of slaughta-.. 


It was the origin of his promotion; the first foundation of 


his greatness. Undoubtedly the recollection of it must render 


bim dear to the People of Paris. The friends and relatives 


of those who fell in the massacre of that day, must feel 
their remembrance of those victims, pleasingly excited, as 


often as they are called upon to troop aſter the heels of the 
Fixsr Consvr to the Opera, or the Infiituie;—and to admire, 


in a morning, his blue coat, and white pantaloons ; and, in 
the evening, the white coat, with the blue ones: Magnificence 


BoA PREG by the blood of * m * peuple de Paris.” 
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that he n otherwise be eruhed himoelf in 
its fall. EY 
- They may recollect, W 4 hi PAY 
lowers of BonayrarTE have not as yet been 
l; admitted, in the crisis of danger and distress, 
| into a fair participation of his boasted Fortune; 
| 7 and that the great effort of his prudence, and 
Lf the best resource of his genius, has hitherto con- 
| sisted in facrificing THEM, to ertricate HIN - 
r ö 
And when, at i these things shall fries 
| themselves, as they must, upon the observation 
| of those who are now awed by his power, or 
| | _ dazzled by his name; and when they see that 
113 ttzjhese things are known and felt throughout 
5 Europe: may they not think it matter of seri - 
ous doubt, whether that name and that power 
be indeed (as they have been taught to ame 
destined to consolidate the fortunes of France ;— 
tc heal the wounds, and calm the agitations, K 8 
| her long series of Revolutions ; to efface the 
4: memory of her multiplied crimes and sufferings ; 
to re- establish her station among the Nations of 
the Earth; and to restore to her, once again, | 
tranquillity at home, and peace Abd?! 
May they not reasonably doubt whether the. 
qualities of BONAPARTE, such as they are here 
recorded, and the Government of which: they 
constitute the sole recommendation and security, 
are fitted to so high and arduous a duty? _ 
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INTRODUCTION, © lg 
Als W —ye implicit and unwearied admir-. 
ers of every possible French constitution, —say, 
does this last work of * human wisdom and bag 4 
 grity” promise to be immortal? og 
What think you, ye Jacobins of Europe, will 


IJ 


not your! Idol totter on his None 3 Og 
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himself the Command of the Army. | rg 
7. Etats des principaux Objets relatifs a Artillerie, 
manquants d l Armèment des Places, 4 1 "mw 
active, et QI Equipage de Sidge. - | | 
8. Le Roy, Commissary of the Marine, to the Minister . 
the Marine, and of the Colonies. | 
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9. E. Poussielgue, Comptroller of the Expences of the Aras 


to the Commissioners of the National Treasury. 
10. K. Poussielgue, to Cilizen Merlin, Member of the Exe- 
cutive Directory. | CE 5 — 
| 11. Damas, General of Division, to the Minister of War. 
2. K. Poussielgue, to the Executive Directory. | 
13. Dugua, Generat of Division, to Cititen Barras, | Afar 
of the Executive Directory. N 1 
14, 15. Bonaparte, Commander in Chief, to the Greet Vizier. 


16. Rieber oaks in Chief, to the Grand Vieier. 
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by 


Au Quartier Gintral du Caire, t 18 J. an 
an 8 de la Republique Frangaiſe. 


KLEBER, Gintral en Chef, au Dizeroms 
Exxcurir. 


Lt Citoyen Barras, m' etant particulitrement bund 
par ſa loyants, par ſon deyouement au Gouvernement, 
par ſon amour pour la Republique, et pour la vérité, 


j'ai cru, Citoyens Directeurs, ne e faire un 
P ART III. | | 
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1 „ _ or 
meilleur e que celui de ſa perſonne, pour vous 5 
i porter mes premieres depeches non chiffrées. II a 

131 ordre de les jeter à la mer, en cas Nui il fat preſſe 5 
les ennemis, et il connait aſſez leur contenu pour 
vous en faire un rapport verbal, gil ẽtoit nẽceſſaire. 
Je vous prie de lui accorder la mEme confiance que 
Haategrits 5 ſa eonduite dans ce . m'a inſpirde. 
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i . KLEBER, ads Sl to ehe Exzeurive | 
3 | Dixzcroav. | os 


Tat Citizen Barras * being 8 known to 
me by his fidelity, his extreme attachment to the i 
Government, his love for the Republic, and for truth; 
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* Touſin | to the d. devant. Direftr of wat tame, ; | : 
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1 thought, Citizens Directors, that I wich not fx - 


on a more proper perſon to ſend home with my firſt 
diſpatches to you, out of cipher. I have ordered 


him to throw them overboard +, in the event of his 
being cloſely purſued by the enemy; and he is ſyf- 
ficiently acquainted with their contents to be able to 
giye you a verbal account of them, if it ſhould be 
neceſſary. J entreat you to place the ſame confidence 


in him which I have been induced to do, from ob- 
ſerving the uprightneſs of his nde fince he has ; 


3 dern! in this country. 
| : Health an ea. 


Ge kun. 


4 This was Fw but ſame of the Vincejo's mes 6 inlay - 
N into the * and red them. 
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. 8 W General d. Alexandrie, 
GH out od fy ada I 5 Han, an 7. 


BovarAn rz, Giniral a Chef, 6 Ann's. 85 


"i 3 A mont decide 3 partir pour 


France. Je laiſſe le commandement de l' armẽe au 


General Kleber. L'armee aura bientot de mes nou- 


velles; je ne puis en dire davantage. Il me coũte de 


quitter Jes ſoldats auxquels je ſuis le plus attachẽ, 


mais ce ne ſera que momentanẽment; et le General 
que je leur laiſſe a la confiance du Gouvernement et 


7 


la mienne. | 5 
6 BONA PARTE. 


Par ordre ts General en Chef, et General de Diri- 
ſion, Chef de I' Etat Major General, | | 


(Signs) . Al xx. BERTHIIER. 
Pour copie conforme, . 
(Sign) Sox ET, 
; FAdjudant General, 


Pour copie, 


| (Signs) | L Rox . 
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0 N Auguſt 273,” 1799. 


Boxaranty, Commander i in Chief, to the FE 15 


Is Sie ene of the news from We 1 have: 


determined to return immediately to France, I leave 


423 


the command of the army to General Kleber: they 


ſhall hear from me ſpeedily : this is all I can ſay to 
them at preſent. It grieves me to the heart to part 
from the brave men to whom I am ſo tenderly at- 
tached ; but it will be only for an inftant ; and the 


General I leave at their head is in full poſſeſhon 


of the confidence of the Government and of mine. 


(Signed) | Te eee 


By enter. of the 8 in Chief and; of the 


General of „un Chief of the Staff, 


en ä Ax. BER TRIER. 
A true copy, | . | 
(Signed) | Soxner, 
AO General. 
A true copy, 


| (Signed) Lx Rox. 
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This addreſs to the army 
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be read to them after he was gone 
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. Gintral « en Of Beda au ch 4 
. . KLEBER.. 


| Vous trouverez ci-joint, Citoyen Giniral, un bY 


pour prendre le commandement en chef de Varmee. 
La crainte que la flotte Angloiſe reparaiſſe d'un mo- 


ment a ag me fait Prẽcipiter mon voyage de deu 


n 47 < „ le Pet @ LAT be. 


Je mane avec moi a Generaux Walkie, 1 


Murat, Andreoffi, et e, bes Citoyens TOP, 
et Bertholet. 


En 
. 


Vous trouverez ci. joint les papiers Anglais, 4 
Franefort juſqu'au 10 Juin. Vous y verrez que nous 


avons perdu PItalie, que Mantoue, Turi et Tor- 


tonne ſont bloques. J'ai lieu d'eſpẽrer que la pre- 
mière de ces Places enen SO a 2 fin de Neben. 
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1 j'a a p Feſptrance, fi la fortune me ſomit, dar- 
| river en Europe avant le commencement d' Octobre. 


Vous trouverez, d. joint, un chiffre pour correſpondre 


avec le n et un autre chiffre pour corre- | 


"Ip 


| LOR es mi. % 6 


le vous prie de faire partir dens le courant at d' Octo- 


dre, Gimot, ainſi que les effets que j'ai laiſſes au 
Caire, et mes domeſtiques.  Cependant, je ne trou- 


verai pas mauvais que vous engagiez à votre ſervice 


* 5 
ww, 4 6. "hs oy 22 


ceux qui vaus conviendraient. 
L'intention du Gouvernement eſt que le General 
Deſaix parts pour Europe dans Ie courant de oe 


vermre, a moits Tevencaoue- waſeur.“ . ITT e 


1 Commiſſion tes! Arts Gaſſer: en France per 6 


parlementaire que vous demanderez à cet effet, con⸗ 

formẽment au cartel d'echange, dans le courant de 
Novembre, immediatement apres qu ils auront achevẽ 
leur miſſion. IIs ſont dans ce moment ci occupẽs a | 


ce qui leur reſte à faire, à viſiter la Haute Egypte. 
Cependant ceux que vous jugeriez pouvoir vous etre 
utiles, vous es mettrez en e difficulte. 


LEffendi fait r A Aboukir elt parti pour 
fe rendre a Damiette. Je vous ai &erit de Venvoyer | 
en Chypre. Il eſt porteur pour le Grand Vizir de 
la lettre dont vous trouverez ci- joint la copie. 
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 ___ eRIGINAL LETTERS. . 


Larrtice de notre eſcadre de Breſt i Toulon , et le 


 Veſcadre Eſpagnole à Carthagene, ne laiſſe aucune 
 eſpece de doute ſur la poſſibilitè de faire paſſer en 
Egypte les fuſils, les ſabres, piſtolers, fers couleés, 
dont vous avez beſoin, et dont j'ai l'etat le plus exact, 
avec une quantite de recrues ſuffiſantes pour rẽparer 
les pertes des deux campagnes. Le Gouvernement 
vous fera alors connattre lui- meme ſes intentions: 
comme homme public et comme particulier, Je pren- 
drai des meſures pour vous faire avoir frequemment 


des nouvelles. 1 


"i 
» 


Si par des Evenemens incalculables, toutes les ten- 
tatives Etolent infructueuſes, et, qu au mois de Mai, 
vous N'ayez regu aucun ſecours ni nouvelles de France, 


ct fi cette année, malgré toutes les precautions, la 


peſte Etoit en Egypte, et vous tuait plus de 1 500 
ſoldats, perte conſiderable, puiſqu” elle ſerait en ſus de 


celle que les Evenemens de la guerre vous occaſion- 


neraient journellement, je penſe que, dans ce cas, 
vous ne devez pas vous hazarder à ſoutenir la cam- 
pagne prochaine, et que vous Ctes autoriſe I con- 
clure la paix avec la Porte Ottomane, quand meme 
I'evacuation de V'Egypte devrait Etre la condition prin- 
cipale. Il faudroit ſimplement Eloigner Pexecution 
de cette condition, fi eln Etoit poſſible, jana la 
paix genkenle. 5 ä 


* 


Vous ſavez apprécier auſſi bien que perſonne, 


Citoyen General, combien la poſſeſſion de VEgypte- 
eſt importante à la France. Cet empire Turc, 
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menace is ruine hs tous cdtes, s *Ecroule b e 3 
et I'evacuation de 'Egypte par la France ſerait un 
malheur d'autant plus grand, que nous verrions de nos 
jours cette belle province paſſer en Oren, mains 
Europeennes. 5 


* 


- , 


Les nouvelles des ſuccès ou des revers qu'aurait la 


Republique en Europe, doivent auſſi entrer puiſſam- 
ment dans vos n, | 


Si la Porte 8 aux ouvertures de paix que je 


lui ai faites, avant que vous n'euſſiez regu de mes 
nouvelles de France, vous devez declarer que vous 
avez tous les pouvoirs que j'avois; entamez la nego- EE 
ciation, perfiflez toujours dans | "aſſertion que j ai avancte, 


QUE L'INTENTION DE LA FRANCE N'A JAMAIS E'TE* 


 D'ENLEVER L'EGYPTE A LA PORTE. Demandez 


que la Porte ſorte de la Coalition, et nous accorde le 


commerce de la Mer Noire, qu'elle mette en liberte 
Jes Frangais priſonniers, et enfin ſix mois de ſuſpenſion, 


d'hoſtilites ; afin que, pendant ce tems la, 1 nee des 
ratifications puiſſe val lieu, 


Suppoſant que les e ſoient telles que vous 
croyiez devoir conclure le traité avec la Porte, vous 
ferez ſentir que vous ne pouvez pas le mettre en exẽ - 
cution, qu'il ne ſoit ratifie, et ſelon V'ufage de toutes 
les nations, Fintervalle entre Ja ſignature d'un traité 
et la ratification, doit W ps etre une ſuſpenſion 


d hoſtilites. 


Vous connaiſſez, cuopen General, quelle eſt ma 


e 
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aki de voir ſur la politique interieure de VEgypte. 
Quelque choſe que vous faſſiez, les Chretiens ſeront 


toujours nos amis. Il faut les empecher d'etre trop inſo- 
lents, afin que les Turcs n'ayent pas pour nous le 


meme fanatiſine que contre les Chretiens, ce qui nous 


les rendrait irrẽconciliables. II faut endormir le fana- 
tiſme en attendant qu'on puiſſe le dẽraciner. En cap- 
tivant l'opinion des Grands Cheicks du Caire on a 


opinion de toute PEgypte, et de tous les chefs que ce 


peuple peut avoir, il n'y en a aucuns moins dangereux 
pour nous, que les Cheicks, qui ſont peureux, ne ſavent 


pas ſe battre, et qui, comme tous les pretres, inſpirent 


le fanatiſme ſans etre . 


Quant aux . Alexandrie et El Ariſch, 


voila les deux clefs de I'Egypte. J'avois le projet de 
faire ẽtablir cet hiver des redoutes de Palmier, deux 


depuis Sallich à Caſties, deux de Caſties a El Ariſch; 
une de ces dernieres ſe ſeroit trouvee a Vendroit od le 
| General Menou a trouve de Veau potable, 


Le General de Brigade Sanſon, | Commandant de 
Genie,. le General de Brigade Sougis, Commandant 


Artillerie de Farmee, vous mettront au alt en | 


en c ce qui regarde ſon arme. 


. Cltoyub Pouſſiclgue a ẽtẽ exclufivement charge 
des Finances. Je Vai reconnu travailleur et homme 
de mérite. Il commence à avoir quelques renſeigne- 
mens ſur le cahos de Vadminiſtration de ce pais ci. | 
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Javois le Wbjet fi aucun Evenement ne e ſurvenain, de 
taucher cet hiver d'crablir un nouveau ſyſtème d impo- 
ſitions, ce qui aurait permis de ſe paſſer a peu pres des 
Cophies. Cependant, avant de Fentreprendre, j je vous 
conſeille d'y reflechir long tems, Il vaut mieux en- 
treprendre cette opẽration un peu tard, qu un peu 
trop tot, 


Des vaiſſeaux de guerre Francais Fee indu- 
bitablement cet hiver a Alexandrie, ou a Brulos, ou 3 
Damiette. Faites conſtruire une batterie et une tour à 
Brulos. Tachez de reunir cing a fix cent Mamelouks, 
gue lorſque les varſſeaux Frangais ſeraient arrives, vous 
feriex arriter dans un jour au Caire, ou dans les autres 
provinces, et embarquer pour la France. Au difaut de 
Mamelouks, des Uages d'Arabes, des Cheicks et * * 
qui par une raiſon gquelcongue ſe trouveraient ar- 
retes, pourraient y ſupplẽer. Les individus, arrives 
en France, y ſeraient retenus un ou deux ans, verraient 
la grandeur de la nation, prendroient une idee de nos 
mæœurs et de notre langue, et, de retour en Fey pte, nous 
fourniroient autant de partiſans, 


Pavois demande deja pluſieurs fois une troupe de 
comẽdiens. Je prendrai un ſoin particulier de vous en 
envoyer. Cet article eſt très- important pour Varmee, 
et pour commencer a changes les mceurs Go Pais. 


La place acti que OED occuper en chef, 


* Ilegible in the original. 


— 
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va vous mettre 3 meme de deployer les ealens q que la n=. 


ture vous a donnts. L'interet de ce qui ſe paſſe ici, 
eſt vif, et les rẽſultats en ſeront immenſes ſur le com- 
merce et la civiliſation. Ce ſera N Gow. Gates 
ront de grandes revolutions. | 


Accoutumẽ à voir la rEcompents des peines et des 
travaux de la vie dans Vopinion de la poſterite, j'aban- 
donne I Egypie avec le plus grand regret. L'interet de 
la patrie, ſa gloire, Pobcifſance, les Evenemens extraor- 
dinaires qui viennent de s'y paſſer, me decident ſeuls 
A paſſer au milieu des eſcadres ennemies, pour me ren- 


dre en Europe. Je ſerai, d'efprit et de coeur, avec vous. 


Vos ſucces me ſeront auſſi chers que ceux ou je me 
trouverais moi-mEeme, et je regarderai comme mal 
employes tous les jours de ma vie, ou je ne ferai pas 
quelque choſe pour Varmee dont je vous laiſſe le eom- 
mandement, et pour conſolider le magnifique Etablifſe- 
ment dont les fob viennent Seu JettEs, 


31 que 15 vous confie eſt toute compoſte de | 


mes enfans. J'ai eu, dans tous les tems, meme au 
4 milieu de leurs plus grandes peines, des marques de 
leur attachement. Entretenez- la dans ces ſentimens. 
Vous le devez a Veſtime et a Pamitic toute particulière 


que j ai pour yous, et n vrai que je * 
porte. | . 1 


— 


(Signs) Boxarinre. 


"Po copie conforme I 1 original, 
Krzzrx. 


4 
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TRANSLATION. 


Alexandria, Auguſt 224, 1799. 


| BoxarantE, Commaiider in Chief, to General KLEBER. 
„n to this, Citizen General, you will find an 
erder for you to take the command of the army. My | 
conſtant apprehenſions leſt the Engliſh fleet ſhould 
again appear on the coaſt, compel i me to haſten my 
voyage by two or three days. 
"If 
1 take Sis me Generals Bertbier, Lannes, Murat, 

Andreoſſi, and Marmont; Citizen Monge, and Citi- 


zen Bertholet. 5 . 


Encloſed you will find the Engliſh and Francfort 
papers * up to the oth of June. You will ſee by them, 


. - 


It would ſeem from this (and indeed the whole tenour of this 
correſpondence proves it) that the Directory gave themſelves as 
Lttle trouble about Bonaparte, as if he had not obliged them by 
ſacrificing his gallant army to their common views. But for theſe 
papers (which were moſt probably given to him by ſome un- - ws 
ſulpecting Britiſh tar, who had better have kept them himſelf), 


8 


5 ' ORIGINAL LETTERS, — © Ig. 
that we have Joſt Italy! that Mantua, Turin, and Tor- 

tonaz; are in a ſtate of blockade. I have ſome grounds 
to flatter myſelf that the firſt of theſe places will hold 


out to the end of November * ; and I truſt, if fortune 


he would have been'ignorant of what was doing in Europe. He 
refers Kleber to no information from the Directory; Ys MEA- 
TIONS NO ORDERS FOR HIS RECALL—which would have been 
a ſufficient plea, and which he would not have failed to urge, if 
he had received any—but, bottoms the whole, upon the acci- 
dental acquiſition of a few newſpapers! Even in his farewell 
- addreſs. to the army, he gives no other reaton for his return, 
but the news ; though ſuch a circumſtance muſt have been to 
them a moſt cruel inſult ; as their preſence i in Europe muſt have 
been full as neceflary 4 as his mw. #7 | 1 


2 Bonaparte may be pardoned for this conjecture, formeũ 
from an eſtimate of the time which it took him to reduce it, in 


his boaſted campaigns. Mantua was inveſted by him for the 
firſt time on the 4th of June 1796; it did not ſurrender till the 


2d of February in the following year, a ſpace of eight months; 
nor then to the fire of the beliegers, but to that with which us 
courage, nor obſtinacy, can contend—an abſolute want of food! 
Compare this with the recovery of the ſame town, in the preſent 


campaign. It fell, with a garriſon of thirteen thouſand men, 
after a cloſe and vigorous ſiege of only eleven days | Indeed, if 
the Auſtro-Ruſſian campaign in Italy be compared with thoſe 


of Bonaparte, the latter dwindle into inſignificance. With an 
immenſe army, powerfully reinforced by the diſcontented a 


vicious of all nations, whom he attached to his ſta ndar $74 . b 


jure of novelty and indiſcriminate plunder, Bonaparte over - ran 


Italy in two years : let it be remembered, however, that all its 


fortreſſes (with the exception of Mantua) were puſillanimouſly 


or inſidiouſly delivered to him, before he had even captured 
the paltry town of Ceva, the firſt garriſon in Piedmont; while 
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your communications with me. 


. or . 


ſmiles upon me, to be in Europe before the beginning 


pf Daher: e | VV 


Von will alſo find encloſed, 5 cipher for your COr- . 


reſpondence with the Government and another, for 


1 » . * 4 £ 


I entreat you to diſpatch Gimot ſome time in the, 
month of October , together with the baggage which 
I have left at Cairo, and my. domeſtics. 1 ſhould, how- 


ever, have no particular objection to your taking as 


many of them as may ſuit you, into your own ſervice. 


It is the 1 intention nal Gen that Ga . 
neral Detein 4 ſhould ſet out for Europe | in November 


Tortona, &c. and the almoſt impregnable fortreſſes of Coni and 


»t 
3 
4 F 
9 N «x 
4 
= 
* 


the Auſtro-Ruſſians have reconquered the ſame coumry in the 
mort ſpace of nine months, with the addition of Alexandria, 


Turin; the laſt of which had been treacherouſly e by the” 


execrable Joubert. 


This, though pretty generally Known, is mentioves here, for 


the excluſive benefit of Bonaparte's Jacobin admirers; who, re- 
_ duced to deſpiſe, with the reſt of the world, his legiſlative ta- 
lents, pretend to found his claims to e on his raged n n- 


rivalled victories 1 


hf 


* 1 
* The General had forgotten that he promiſed the foldiers 


(hom he took leave of with ſuch heart: felt W that he 
would return to them forthwith ( ee ee 


x Tbis i is the perſon who, —— ty the Fam 12 5 75 1 


85 ? ; | AF. 


. erseine! artes, 


- nert, unlels ſomething of conſequent 
; „ K Ex" >> #1 2 
4 ts detain bunt, > 8 2 all ß © ZOE ZI ENG 

5 | | 
9 2 : Ra 44 ' I 4-4. 7 3 | 
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| The onze or 4k 175 mall return £6 
France on board a flag of truce, which you will de- 
| bh” mand for this puipsſe, colſdcinddly to the late cartel, | 
| ſome time in the month of November, imme | 
- HH _ after they have completed the olje& of their ſoit. 
They are at pteſent engaged in putting à finiſhing 
hand to it, by an examination of 'Upper Egypt. Ne- 
rertheleſs, if you think that any 6f them will be of 


Bonaparte and himſelf, Has anjlihilated Moura d Bey; and his | „ 
handful of Mameloucs, ſeveral times over. It will be ſeen pre: 
ſently, however, that they are {till alive and merry ; ; preparing | 

to do as much for him in their turn. Def mats vp i 

France 49 d d mne 5 


. 4 X - : of # 
> . oth * + 
y pi 


3 Would not one F 

ing of camels or buffaloes, inſtead ofthe men whoſe immortal li - 
bours in Egypt were to aſtoniſh the world, and illuſtrate France + -/ 
with a fulldiſplay of the recondite lors of Hermes Triſmegiſtus? —— 
Pur them in requiition 4vithout e e! -Unfortanate beings? this 
(0 n . n „ 
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| 19 > 7, corizs or- 


The Efendi 4 was made 3 at Aboulir, | is 
fet out for Damietta. I have already written to you 
to ſend him to Cyprus: he takes with him a letter for 


| on en „ of Win 1 encloſe N a cp. A 


A: 


ſabres, piſtols, balls, &c. of which you ſtand in need, 
and of which I am provided with a very exact enume- 


ration; together with a ſuſcient number of recruits 
_ to ſupply the loſſes of our two campaigus. Govern- 
ment itſelf, I preſume, will, by that conveyance, AC- 
quaint you with its intentions: as for myſelf, both in 
my public and my private capacity, I promiſe to take 


every meaſure for PE? you to, Fog e 
from France 1. e 


5 This paragraph is highly worthy of the ſerious conſideration | 
of the Jacobins : fince of all the brilliant qualities of Bonaparte, 


none (with the exception of his humanity) has been fo long and 


ſo loudly dwelt upon by the, as his . wer of * 
| and learned men! 


3 e 


1 After noticing the various wants of the French army, the 


reader may be curious to know what Boraparte has done in 


1 


en artival of 8 Breſt fleet at tn, 3 No the 13 
Cadiz fleet at Carthagena, leaves no kind of doubt of 
the poſſibility of tranſmitting to Egypt the tauſkets, 


he 


I by a ſeries ofthemolt extraordinary events, none 
of theſe attempts ſhould ſucceed, and you ſhould neither; 


receive reinforcements, apr intelligence from France 
by May next; and if this year, in ſpite of all your pre- 
cautions, the plague ſhould break out in Egypt and 
carry off more than fifteen hundred of the troops h- 
conſiderable loſs in addition to that which the events of 
the war will daily occaſion I think that you ought 
not then to venture upon another campaign, and that 
you are ſufficiently juſtified in concluding a peace with 


the Ottoman Porte ; even thopgh-the evacuation of 


Egypt ſhould be the leading axtiole. It will merely be 
3 for 85 to e the execution of. it (i : 


1 * F 


cine Mgr PR FEES 
words. He has raked the kennels of Paris for a number of pro- 


' Nitutes)more peſtilential than the plague, to ſend them; and he 
has put in reguiſition a few miſerable companies of ſtrolling players, 
who may probably arrive time enough to ſee the curtain drop: for 


ever 8 the re Pia of his CE | 


þ 5.4 * 4 82 . 5 N . 4 > 1 : 4 2 
1 * 0 * * R * - «as 4 "7 
LES NESTED IHC PAODT, 1 A STOSITUS £17 34 


i, The Gol Giften of x 300 men, which this hope and 
conſolation? of the rancbrous © ſchool of humanity” thinks a 
reaſonable quantity to die of the plague, is chiefly noticed here, 


as furniſhing a tolerable criterion for eſtimating the numbers 
that fell in the former ſeaſon. As an uſeleſs ſacrifice of ſo many 
hundred human beings, it is ſcarce worth mention in the hiſtory 
of a man, who has ſpilled more blood ande than rr 3 
mander of ancient of modern times. 
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5 N one, Citizen 0 e eee 
ing of the importance of Egypt to Franee, thaw your- 
ſelf. The Turkiſh empire, menace with ruin en 
every ſide, is crumbling to pieces at this moment; and 
the evacuation of Egypt on our part, would be ſo nuch 
the more unfortunate, as we ſhould be ſure to ſee, 
ere long, this fine province fall inea the n * 
ſome other e e ane 903 e en tral 


2 10. ; L a 2 * 1 14 : 


| The intelligence of the good or ill fortune which 
may attend the Republic in Europe, will, of courſe, 
have its due influence in ky” your 1 
meaſures. | 


7 


If the Porte ſhould reply to the overtures J have 
made for peace, before my letters from France can 
reach you, it will be, in that caſe, neceſſary. for you 
to declare, that you haye all the 1 with which I 
Was W 5 


> then upon - negotiation ; adhere a 


898 


* 
L w 
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France never had the tft un or anne ban 1 4 
1 FARM Tn ARA 2 | 8 | | 


Ft 11 » 1 12 Kan 4 1 1 COS” 13 EP 13 7 


{Raqitiyivths Ottoma „ 
we Coal to grant us the free commerce of the 
Black Sea, to ſet at liberty all the French in con- 

„ and: laſtly, to agtee to a ſuſpenſion of 
hoſtilities for ſix months, that there may be a ſuſh- 
cient * for the e exchange « of eee "Th 


= 


2 - 
* : 


Seda however, that you Would 306 yourſelf 
in ſuch circumſtances as you conceive make it necefs 
ſary to conclude the treaty with the Porte; you muſt 
then make that power underſtaud that you cannot ex- 
cecute your part of it, before it be ratified (at home) ; 8 1 
and that, according to the uſual practice of all nations, „ 
the interval between the ſigning and ratify ing of a "5 8 


_ treaty; is always conſidered As a ſuſpenſſos of 5 
ain 1 „„ | 
You are con Citizen ak with my way y 1 


of thinking reſpecting the interior policy of Egypt. 

AR in whatever manner you pleaſe, the Chriſtians will! 
Aill be our friends; it will be neceſſary, however, to '#: 
prevent them from grow ing too inſolent, leſt the Turks 


ſhould conceiye the ſame fanatic prejudice againſt us as 
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ngainſt them, which would roy every poſſibility of 
a reconciliation : this fanaticiſm muſt at all events be 


laid aſleep, until we have an opportunity of extirpat- 


ing it entirely. By gaining the good opinion of the 


principal Sheiks at Cairo, e ſhalt ſecure that of all 


Egypt; and of all the chieſs: which its inhabitants may 
rally under, there are none leſs to be apprehended by 
us than the Sheiks, who are all timorous; unacquainted 


| with arms, and, like all other priefts,, know how to 


inſpire the people with EO ON TINY _ 
tic ve, EN 


I 


With relpect to the fortifibutions, I conſider * 
e and El Ariſch as the two keys of Egypt. I 


had once an idea of forming, during the approaching 
winter, ſeveral redoubts of palm- tree; two from Sal- 
lich to Caſlies, two from Caſties to El Ariſch: of theſe 
laſt, one was to be placed on the ſpot where General 
Nenou nn a ae of _— waer. 


77 
444 . 


3 b 
#-& 4 S ol > \ 
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| Brigadier-general Sanſon, commander of the corps 
of engincers, and Brigadier-general Sougis, commander 
of the artillery, will furniſh you with the neceſſary 


details of their PIs nur 


3 


Citizen Pouſſielgue has had the ſole management of 


mme finances; I have found him extremely active, and 


e 


ſome inſight into the chaos of the adminiſtration of this 


country. It was my intention, if nothing occurred to 


prevent me, to attempt this winter a new. ſyſtem of 


taxation, „which would, by degrees, relieve us from 
our preſent dependante on the Copts: before you under- 
take it, however, I adviſe you to make it the ſubject 
of long and deliberate meditation; it is ſafer to begin 
an operation of this nature a latte too 2 5 than 5 * : : 


too ſoon. 


Our ſhips of war will certainly make their appear- 
ance this winter, either at Alexandria, Brulos, or Da- 
mietta. Vou muſt have a battery and a ſignal-tower 
at Brulos. Endeavour to get together ſive or ſix hun- 
dred Mameloucs, in ſuch. a manner that, when the | 

| French fleet arrives, you ahay be able to lay your hands 
upon them at the ſame inſtant of time, either at Cairo 


or in the other provinces, and fend them off imme- 


diately for France . If you cannot procure Mameloucs, 


* 


Fn 

* It is impoſſible to conceive a ſcheme of blacker or more 
diabolical perfidy than Bonaparte here plans for Kleber. 
Five or ſix hundred innocent people, living without ſuſpicion 


or fear under the protection of the French, are to be torn from 


their country, their families, and friends, and hurried off to. 
France under a pretence equally abſurd and iniquitous. 
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in every reſpect a perſon. of merit; he begins w 0 
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is completely ridiculous, and Sy worthy of the man who con- 
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men Arab hoſtages, Cheiks el Beled : as nay then e 


in cuſtody, no matter on what account, will anſwer 


the end as well. Theſe people, landed in France; 


and detained there for a year or two, will contemplate 
the grandeur of the nation; they will acquire, in ſome 
degree, our manners and our language, and when 
they return to Egypt, will e to us EO wy pars 
mas. 


> ESO Bodaparte left a man behind him but little 
inclined to be the agent of his villany. How muſt this gallant 
and diſcerning ſoldier have felt the inſult here offered him? 
How muſt he have ſmiled with contempt at this mixture of 
idiotiſm and frenzy? this order for him to exaſperate the 
country by an act of wanton barbarity, at the time he was in- 
ſtructed to treat about leaving it in peace! Bonaparte allows 


| that thoſe Mamelouc miſſionaries could not finiſh their Parifran 


education in leſs than a year or two, and yet he has juſt before 


granted a delay of only fix months to conclude the agreement 
which i is to ſhut the French out of Egypt fo for ever. 


* 4 'F * 
l SL 


With h reſpect to the Ardb hoſtages, Cheiks, or any y thing elſe 


| inftead of Mameloucs ; if ſuch a motley crew were not deſigned - 


to gratify his on vanity, they could only ſerve to remind the 


Pariſians of the ever-memorable proceſſion of the . Orator of 


the human race, Anacharſis Clootz. - At any rate, the idea of 
bringing about a great change in the country by their means, 


ceived it. 
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| I have als repeatedly written for a company of 
comedians ; ; I will take particular care that they ſhall 
be ſent v. This appears to me an article of the utmoſt 
conſequence, not only for the army, but for the pur- 


| Pole of effeting ſomething like a Cngey's in the moral 


habits of the country. 


* 


The important ſituation of Commander in | Chief, 
which is now devolved upon you, will afford you 


_ ample opportunities of diſplaying thoſe talents with 


which nature has endowed you. The intereſt taken in 
every thing which paſſes here, is ative and lively ; and | 
the conſequences reſulting from it will be immenſe, 
whether conſidered with reſpe& to commerce or to 
civilization. This is aſſuredly the epoch from whence 
revolutions of the moſt extraordinary nature will Take 


their ones 


e to look for the recompence # the toils 
and difficulties of life in the opinion of - poſterity, 1 
abandon Egypt with the deepeſt regret * ! The honour 


- „This is the only one of all his numerous promiſes that 


Bonaparte has condeſcended to recollect. He thought of it, we 


"Mee, in Egypt; and, not to diſparage his talents for invention, 
might be indebted for the idea to Voltaire, who adviſed-us (not 
ſeriouſly, it muſt be confeſſed) to fend a few opera-dancers to 


St. Vincent's, to ſoften and ſubdue the Caraibs. | 


* What have we here? A mortified Carthuſlan 0 Meek and 


tTowly ſervant of an unambitious republic, he makes no boaſt - 
ful claims to the admiration of the preſent age; he fights battles, - 
| he overturns ſtates, he wades through human hiood, from the 
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poſed of My OWN CHILDREN, 
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and intereſts of my country, duty o, and the extraordi- 
nary events which have recently taken place there; 
theſe, and theſe alone, have determined me to hazard 
a paſſage to Europe, through the midſt of the enemy's 
ſquadrons. 
the midſt of you! Your viQories will be as dear to 
me as any in which I may be perſonally engaged ; and 
I ſhall look upon that day of my life as ill employed, 
in which I ſhall not do ſomething for the army of 
which I leave you the command ; and for the conſoli- 


dation of the magnificent eſtabliſhment, the foundation 


of which i is To recently laid, 


| The army I entruſt to your care, is entirely com- 
I have neyer ceaſed, 
p | : j 
ſhores of Genoa to the Adriatic; by flies from one ravaged 
quarter of the globe to lay waſte another, without motive or end; 


Land he tells all this in a jargon that Captain Bobadil would have 


bluſhed at. What then? His toil, like virtue, is its own reward, 


- and he aſpires only to the grateful notice of poſterity! All this” 


is as perfectly true, as that he abandoned Egypt with regret, of 
that Kleber believed him when he ſaid ſo. | 


* Obviſance in the original, This i is the walks word which he 
ventures to hazard reſpecting a call to return, and this is weak 
and inſignificant. If he had been ordered to France, the ſimple 
truth would have been ſoon told; but it is evident he was not, he 
had other reaſons for his flight: the meaſure of his cruelties i in 
Egypt was now full, and vengeance was approaching with haſty | 
ſtrides. The attempt to blind Kleber by an ambiguous word, 
was as vain as it was fooliſh; that general ſaw his motive, and 
has recorded it. | | 


— 
x 
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In heart and in ſpirit I ſhall ſtill be in 


* 
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: even i in the midſt of their moſt trying difficulties and - 


dangers, to receive proofs of their attachment“; endea- 


vour to preſerve them ſtill in thoſe ſentiments for me. 


a 


| A true Copy, 


This is due to the particular eſteem and friendſhip I 
entertain for you, and to the * affect ion 1 feel 


for them! 
(Signed) | BonaraRts. 
KLEBER. | 


of what materials muſt this man's heart be made? Even 
Satan is repreſented by Milton as burſting into ſuch rears as 


angels ſhed, at the recollection of what he had brought on his 


followers, 'yet—faithful how they flood. But Bonaparte ſeems 
abſolutely incapable of any impreſſions of pity or remorſe ; he 
is an anomalous being, fuch as neither hiſtory nor — has yet 
dared t to exhibit. . 
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REPUBLIQUE FRANGAISE, 
An Quartier General du Caire, le 16 V. endimiaire,. 
an 8 de la Ae Frangaiſe. | 


Ex kxn, General en Chef, au DECT 
Exkcurir. 


7. 


L. General en Chef Ben eſt parti pour France | 


le 6 Fructidor, au matin, ſans en avoir prevenu per- 


ſonne. II m'avoit donne rendezyous à Roſette le 7. 
Je my ai trouve que ſes depeches. Dans Pincertitude 
fi le General a eu le bonheur de paſſer, je crois devoir 
vous envoyer copie, et de la lettre par laquelle il me 


donne le commandement de Parmee, et de celle qu'il 
: adreſſa au Grand Viſir à Conſtantinople, quoiqu'il 


Fat parfaitement que ce Pacha Etoit deja arrive K 
Damas. . | | 


Mon premier ſoin a été de prendre une connoif- 
fance exacte de la ſituation actuelle de Parmee 
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Vous favez, Citoyens Directeurs, et vous Etes à 

meme de vous faire repreſenter Vetat de ſa force, lors 
de fon arrivee en Egypte. Elle eſt reduite de moitié; 
et nous 0Ccupous tous les points capitaux du triangle 
des Cataractes a El Arich, d'El Arich 3 Alexandrie, et 
d Alexandrie aux Cataractes. Cependant, il ne s'agit 
plus aujourd'hui comme autrefois de lutter contre 
quelques hordes de Mamelukes dccourages ; mais de 


combattre et de réſiſter aux efforts reunis de trois 


grandes puiſſances: la Porte, les Anglow, -* et les 
Ruſſes. | | 


Lee denüment d'armes, de poudre de guerre, de fer 
coule, et de plomb, preſente un tableau tout auſh al- 
larmant que la grande et ſubite diminution d'hommes 
dont je viens de parler. Les eſſais de fonderie faits 
n'ont 3 rẽuſſi; la manufacture de poudre Etablie 

i Tlhoda n 'a pas encore 'donne, et ne donnera pro- 
bablement pas le rẽſultat qu'on ſe flattoit en ob- 
tenir: enfin la reparation des armes à feu eſt lente; 
et il faudroit pour activer tous ces Etablifſemens, des 
moyens et des fonds que nous n'avons pas. 


Les troupes font nues; et cette abſence de yetement. 
eſt Vautant plus facheufe, qu'il eſt reconnu que dans 
ce pays elle eſt une des cauſes les plus actives des 
diſſenteries et des opthalmies qui ſont les maladies 
conſtamment regnantes ; la premiere ſurtout à agt 
cette annẽe puiſſamment fur des corps affoiblis et 
Epuiſcs par les fatigues. Les officiers de ſante re- 
marquent, et le rapportent conſtammem, que quoique | 
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Varmee ſoit i nsch diminufe, il y a cette 


annee un nombre beaucoup plus grand de malades, 
qu'il n'y en avoit Vannee derniere à la meme époque. 


Le General Bonaparte avant fon depart, avoit, 21a 


veérité, donné des ordres pour habiller Varmee en drap, 


mais pour cet objet, comme pour beaucoup d autres, il 
gen eſt tenu là; er la penurie des finances qui eſt un 
nouvel obſtacle à combattre, Veit mis dans la neceſ- 
ſits, ſans doute, d'ajourner Pexecution de cet utile 


ore 


1 faut en parler, de cette penurie. 


Le General Bonaparte a épuiſé les reſſources ex, 
traordinaires dans les premieres mois de notre arrivee: 


il a levẽ alors autant de contributions de” guerre que 
le pays pouvoit en ſupporter. Revenir. aujourd'hui a 


ces moyens, alors que nous ſommes au dehors entourEs 


d'ennemis, ſeroit prẽparer un fouleyement 2 a la pre- 
mieère occaſion favorable, 


# 


Et cependant Bonaparte, 3 à ſon depart, n'a pas laiſſs | 


un ſol en caiſſe, ni aucun autre objet Equivalent. II 


mo 


a laiſſẽ au contraire un arriere de pres de dix millions; 
c'eſt plus que le revenu d'une. annẽe dans la circon- 
ſtance. La ſolde arrieree pour toute re e monte 
ſeule a a quatre millions, | 


Lhendution actuelle rend impoſſible le recouvre- 
ment de ce qui reſte di ſur année qui vient d'ex- 


6 vYKD 


3 
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pirer, et qui ſuffteit à peine pour la depenſe d'un 


- mois. Ce ne ſera donc gu'au mois de Frimaire qu'on 


pourra en recommencer la perception; et alors, il nen 
faut pas douter, on ne pourra pas 8 livrer, parcequ'il 


faudra combattre. Enfin, le Nil <taut cette annce | 


tres-mauvais, pluſieurs provinces, faute d' inondation, 
offriront des non- valeurs auxquelles on ne pourra. 1 


ene d'avoir . 


Tout ce que ede ici, Citoyens Directeurs, je 
puis le prouver, et par des procẽs verbaux, et me ary 


rats certifies des differentes fervices. 


Quoigue 'VEgypte- ſoit minute en apparener, 


elle weſt rien moins que ſoumiſe. Le peuple eſt 


inquiet et ne voit en nous, quelque chofe que Ton 
puiſſe faire, que des ennemis de ſa propriete ; ſon 
cœur eſt ſans ceſſe ouvert a Veſpoir d'un changement ” 
W 2 | 


Les Mamelukes fort diſperſes, mais ils ne ſont pas 
detruns, Mourad-Bey elit toujours dans la Haute 
Egypte avec aſſez de monde, pour occuper ſans ceſſe 


une partie conſiderable de nos forces. Si on Vaban- 5 
donnoit un moment, ſa troupe ſe groſſiroit bien vitey | 
et il viendroit nous inquieter juſque dans cette capi- 


tale; qui, malgre la plus grande ſurveillance, n'a ceſſẽ 
juſqu'à ce jour de lui enn des en N 


Et en * 


1 eſt à Gaza, avec environ deux mille 
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Nlamelukes; et je ſuis inforns: que trente mille 


hommes de l'armée du Grand Viſir et de Dgezzar 
Pacha y ſont d&a arrivẽes. Le Grand Viſir eſt parti 
de Damas il y a environ vingt jours. Il eſt actuel le- 
ment campe auprès d' Acre. * les Th ſont 


maitres de la Mer Rouge. 


Telle ell, Citoyens Directeurs, la ſituation dans 
laquelle le General Bonaparte m'a laifle l'enorme 
fardeau du commandement de I'armee d' Orient. 4! 


voyoit la criſe fatale &approcher 3 vos ordres ne lui ont 
pas permis de la ſurmonter; que cette criſe exiſte ſes 
lettres, ſes inſtructions, ſa negociation entamẽe, en 


font foi; elle eſt de notoriete publique, et nos enne- 


mis ſemblent auſſi peu rignorer que les F e wil 


ſe trouvent en Egypte. 

« Si cette ann&e,” me dit le General Bonaparte, 
te malgrẽ toutes nos precautions, la peſte eſt en Egypte, 
et vous tuoit plus de quinze cent ſoldats, &c. je 
penſe que dans ce cas vous ne devez point hazarder 
a ſoutenir la campagne prochaine, et que vous &tes 
autoriſe a conclure la paix avec la Porte Ottomanne, 


quand meme l'evacuation de I'Egypte devroit etre la 
condition principale, &c.“ 


Je vous fais remarquer ce paſſage,” Citoyens Direc. | 
teurs, parcequ'il eſt caractẽriſtique, ſous plus d'un 
rapport, mais qu'il indique ſurtout la ſituation reelle 
dans laquelle je me trouve. Que peuvent etre quinze 
cent hommes de plus ou de moins dans Iimmenfits 


de tetrein que ai 4 defendre « et avi jovtnellembibz a 
combattre. e | 5 ; 


* 


Le General Se Alete x 40 Alexatidhie et El Atich, 


voila les deux clefs de VEgypte.” EI Arich eft un 
meEchant fort à quatie journtes dans le Deſert. Da 
grande diffculté de l'approvifionner ne permet pas 
d'y jetter une garniſon de plus de deux cent einquante 


hommes. Six cent Mamelukes et Arabes pourtront, 
quand ils le voudront, intercepter ſa communication 

avec Catich, et comme, lors du depart de Bonaparte, 
cette garnifon n'avoit pas pour quinze jours de vivres 


en avance, il ne faudroit pas plus de tems pour l' obli- 
ger à ſe rendre ſans coup ferir.” Les Arabes ſeuls 


ctoient dans le cas de faire des conyois ſoutenus dans 
les brülants deſerts : mais, d'un te, ils ont #6 tant de 
4 fois trompts, que loin de nous offfir leurs ſer vices, ils | 


$eloignent et ſe cachent ; d'un autre c6t6, l' arrive du 
Grand Viſir, qui inflamme leur fanatiſme et leur pro- 
digue des dons, ne tout autant à nous en faire 
abandonner “. 355 | 


| Alexandrie" wel point une place, c'eſt une vaſs 
camp retranche ; il ẽtoit a la verite aſſez bien defenda 


par une nombreuſe artillerie de ſiege; mais depuis que 


nous Vavons perdue cette artillerie dans Ia deſeftrenſe Hh 
campagne de Syrie, depuis que le General Bonaparte a 
retire toutes les pieces de marine Pour armer au com- 


W ; 1 
9 f 5 5 FLEE 44 


* n y a 4 3 pour arriver a la 8 en Egypte qui 


n'oblige nullement à paſſer par El Arich, et fur . on . 


trouve de l'eau, Pun d'eux vient d'etre reconnu. 
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„ plet les den. e avec leſquelles il eſt parti, ce 
5 camp ne peut plus offrir qu une foible reſiſtance, 125 
; „ | Le Genc ral 8 enfin s'etoit fait illuſion ſur 
5 l'effet que devoit produire le ſucces qu'il a obtenu au 
Fi | poſte d'Aboukir, II a en effet detruit la preſque 
3048 totalite des neuf mille Tures qui avoient debarqué. 
1 Mais, qu'eſt-ce qu'une perte pareille pour une grande 
1 nation, à laquelle on a ravi la plus belle portion de 
5 3 [ N ſon empire, et à qui la religion, Phonneur, et Vinteret, 
1 prẽſcrivent également de ſe venger et de reconquerir | 
1 ce qu'on ayoit pu lui enlever; auſſi cette victoĩre 
' q Me n''a- t- elle pas rẽtardẽ un inſtant ni le ante ni la 
| oh marche du i VER DS EO 
4 4 i tat de an que puis-je et que dois-je 
1 1 faire ? Je penſe, Citoyens Directeurs, que c'eſt de 
it | | N continuer les negociations entamẽes par Bonaparte : „ 
f ly | quand elles ne donneroient d'autre rẽſultat que celui 
a. de gagner du tems, j'aurois deja lieu d'en ètre ſatisfait. | 
11 Vous trouverez ci- joint la lettre que j'&cris en con- * 
1 ſequence au Grand Viſir; en lui envoyant duplicate : 
Tis de celle de me N uy, „ 
Si ce mmicifire. teens à ces avances, je lui propo- 
ferai la refitution de VEgypte aux conditions ſui- 
vantes. 
Le Grand Seigneur y rota un Pacha comme 
_r OR” „„ DOTS CCC 
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"a commerce ſeroit ouvert reciproquement entre 6 


I'Egypte « et la Syris. . n ee, por 
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"Va" F rangois demeureroient dans. le pays, occu- * 


_ perotent les places et les forts, et percevrojent tous 


les autres droits avec ceux des douanes, juſqu'à ce 0 


que le Gouvernement ee eut conclu la paix avec 


Tan „ „ 


+ + 
up HL * 


Si ces conditici nn et ſommaires kablant 
acceptes, je .croirois avoir fait pour la patrie, plus : f 
qu'en obtenant la plus éclatante victoire. Mais je 
doute que Ion. veuille preter Ioreille à ces propo- 


ſitions; fi I'orgueil des Tures ne s'y oppoſe point, 
j'aurais à combattre Vinflyence de Yor des Anglois. 


Dans tous les cas, Je me W e les circone | 
ſtances. | 


Je connois toute Timportanes de k poſſelon de 


| I'Egypte.” Je diſois en Europe qu elle ctoit pour 13 R 
France le point d'appui par lequel elle pourroit re- 
muer le ſyſteme du commerce des quatre parties. du. 


monde ; mais pour cela il faut un puiſſant levier;. 
ce levier, c'eſt la marine; /a notre a exiſit: depuis 
lors, tout a change, et la paix avec la Porte peut 
ſeule, ce me ſemble, nous offrir une voie honorable 


pour nous tirer d'une entrepriſe qui ne peut plus *. 
2 tines Yo * qu'on avoit pu s' en propoſer. 
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Je ne puis guere m'occuper que du ſalut et de l'hon- 
1 mes folicitudes, Je rèuſſis à a remplir vos vcœux. Plus 


vous obeir. 


Tas 
«<C 


ce qui nous manque en materiel. pour Partillerie, et 


un tableau ſommaire de la dette contrattes et . . 


Par * le Genera] Bapapartss 


1 7 


Salut et re. 
Gre 


P. S. Au moment, Citoyens Directeurs, od je vous 
expẽdie cette lettre, quatorze ou quinze voiles 


neur de Varmee que je commande —heureux i dans 


rapprochẽ de vous, je etre toute ma ae a 


Je joins ial Citoyens Directeurs, un ẽtat exact de 


* 
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| Je n n point, Citoyens Dire&eurs, dans hos 
details de toutes les combinaiſons diplomatiques, que 
14 ſituation actuelle de L' Europe peut offrir: ils ne 
155 ſont point de mon reſſort. Dans la dẽtreſſe od je 
N me trouve, ct trop eloigné du centre des événemens, 


Furques ſont mouillées devant Damiette, attens.,. 


dant la flotte du Capitaine Pacha mouillée à Gaffa et 
portant, dit-on, quinze a vingt mille hommes de de- 
Quinze mille hommes ſont toujours 


% 


barquement, 
rEunis à Gaza, et le Grand Viſir O achemine de Damas. 


Il nous a renvoyse ces jours derniers un ſoldat de la 
Fj | vingt-cinquieme demi-brigade fait priſonnier du Cote | 
4 El Arich. hg nh lui avoir INE yoir tout le camp, . 
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lui a intim de dire à ſes compagnons ce qu il avoit #7: 
vu, et à leur General de trembler. Ceci paroit an. 
 noficer ou la confiance que le Grand Viſir met dans 
ſes forces, ou un dẽſir de rapprochement. Quant . 
moi, il me ſcroit” de toute im pofſbilite de reunir 

plus de cinq mille hommes en Etat d'entrer en cam- 

pagne ;—nonobſtant ce, je tenterai la fortune, fi je 

ne puis parvenir à gagner du tems par des negocia- 
tions. Dgezzar a retir ſes al 2 Ns ct les a 

fait reyenir 3 Acre. 1 ora 


* 


1 Kranz. 
1 * * Y 8 Ew 
LY 
od 
* 2 5 e M6 
; . | \ * - 1 
7 * 1 
4 "4 
" 793 
A 
P. — 
* * "of 
| — 
8 218 . * 
8 125 + 
1 " 
> - © * 
— 
; * 
ry " 1 
F Bos 
I $ 
— 
1 * 5 
; 5 
3 # 5 F 
* / 
* 
Fug 
* 
, * - 
8 {3 
* "of. * 
* = 
+ 4 
$ - ys, 
%. * 
5 
®. 


* r x W . + . * bay, = 0% 5 15 þ 2 
— ons Won ”y p "HA * PS — — 2 
= "oo Nap. 


WI woot tA Weer. 


6 
Is * 


* 
3 
$/ 
2 


as 


Ps 


6 — — 3 0 * 0 
KA e A 
= 3 AS: 8 * A i 1 — Aa 
2 3 — 

e 


pO 
Nr 5 2 
a 2 — — - 

1 — * * Wo 


22 
| 
cM 


ooo old = + 
— — — 


——— 


— — 
— — — 


— —gL—öʃ nu — — 
1 3 s 
a ' 


— 
— 


£6 I: 7 * 1 * N ©. 698 ' % 4 5 , N 1 
# £5463, *H $54 . ' ö 4 e 282 
4 f 
j £23 : % 
| 8 
; : ; Fs Y -# 5 HY ; E 7 
4 I 1489. ct . I 
f - F 7 [XY S 3 £ * 


* i . 5 
* A . 1 * 
7 * > ! . £ F u# 
- 3 ; / 7 T3: : * 
13 * — . 5 * tf q 
L — 


© LIBERTY. cat kl 


** 


* 


FRENCH REPUBLIC. | . 55 
Head Quarters Caire, Ou. 1th, 1799. 


Kkiz xn, Commander i m Chief, to the Dizzcrony. 


| Ti; Cohmnnder 7 in a Chief Bonaparte, quitted this 


country for France on the morning of the 23d ult. 
dana) ſaying a word of his intention to any perſon 


* This is the fiſt Letter at fins yet appeared from KClober, 


and it is ſuch as might have been expected from one of his dif- 


tinguiſhed reputation. It is ſenſible, and manly ; forming a 
complete contraſt in every reſpect to the letter of NPs 5 
of which it is a \ ſhrewd and e critique. 

To point out the ſuperior cd and good ſenſe of 
Kleber, would be ſuperfluous; but it may not be ſo to compare 
His manner of proceeding with Bonaparte's treatment of Brueys. 


That unfortunate man, after being reluctantly detained on the 


coaſt of Egypt by Bonaparte's expreſs and reiterated orders, was no 


ſooner dead, than Bonaparte publiſhed, in the face of all Europe, 


that he had fallen a victim to his own obſtinacy, and contempt of 
3 though the remonſtrances of * and * 8 


4+ 1 


whatever, He had appointadme'to meet him. Roliyta, 
on the ſubſequent day! (the 24th.) I found nothing 
there but his diſpatches. Unable to divine Whether 


the General has had the good fortune to teach Toulon, 

I think it incumbent on me to ſend you a copy of the 
letter by which he transferred to me the command of 
the army, as alſo of another which he had addreſſed to 


the Grand: Vizier at Conſtantinople, although he knew 
perfectly well, that this 1 was Ar arrived at | 


* f 
Damoleus 9. F E 7. P * * % * . 
e q 1 . 7 
? 


* 
F145 
1 


My firſt « cares a han been directed to obtain an accu- - 


rate SOTO of the n condition of ene 


You ow; Citizen Dir Ch you hape it i 
your power to procure the requiſite ſtatements 3 you 


| un I fay, the actual ſtrength bal the SOA at Its . | 


A e a ele ie t 0 1 . 


cowardly, and malicious acalumny. While Kleber, with the calm 
dignity of a ſoldier, and a man of honour, indulging in no ran- 


dom ſpeculations, patiently reviews the Generals ſtatement, 


which he tranſmits to the Directory, with his own remarks, 


always intelligent and convincing that they may be enabled to 


: judge of the facts on which they are end and ue nee 
from which they are dran. TOY 100 


It is not eaſy to account for this Jay of 9 
the moſt natural way of obtaining his purpoſe, would certainly 
have been to look for the Vizier where he was ſure to „ 
Kleber apparently feels ſome reſentment at this trilling with: . 
56 miſeries of the army, DE a feeble ALY at procral 
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rial in gb 5: s e full bal and we de⸗ 
eupy all the capital points of the great triangle, from 
the Cataracts to El Ariſch, from El Ariſch to Alex 
andria, and from Alexandria again to the Cataracts; 
meanwhile it is no longer à queſtion; as it once Was, 
of contending v ith a few hordes of 'diſpirited Mame- 
loues; but of reſiſting and combating the united efforts 
nge ae ou es n 250 Ruſſia. 0 
The 0 want of arms, of gin; of 80 5 
non and muſket-balls, preſents a picture no leſs alarm 
| big than the prodigious and rapid diminution of our 
numbers: Our attempts to eſtabliſſ a foundry have 


* RRR % T 


failed of ſucceſs; and the manufactory of powder, 5 7 


which we ſet on foot at Tilioda, has not hitherto kept 
pace in any degree with our expectations; in all pro- 
babiliry it never will. Add to this, that the repairing 
of our ſmall arms proceeds but ſlowly ; and that, to 
n neceſſary activity to theſe various undertakings, 
money and means, of which we have neither, are ab· 
W IA | | . 


ä TROOPS ARE XAxED—and this HOY TG of. 
clothing is the more calamitous, as it is perfectly aſ- 
certained in this country, to be one of the moſt active 
cauſes of the dy ſenteries and ophthalmies which con- 
ſlantly prevail here. The firſt, in particular, has 
operated with an alarming effect this ſeaſon, on bodies 
already weakened and exhauſted by fatigue. The mem 
bers of the Board of Health remark (and never fail to 
mention it in their reports), that although the army is 
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ſo much diminiſhed, the number on the fi lit! is con · 
ſiderably la this 7985s.) than at "ty: fans * ol 


the. laſt, - 


1 1 previous to his departure, had, | 
it is true, given ordets for new clothing the army: but 
for this, as well as for a great many other prqjects, he 
contented . himſelf. with the: mere ordert“ the po- 
verty of the finances (which is a new obſtacle to be 
combated) reduced him, doubtleſs, to the neceſlity | of 
"IEG. the execution of this uſeful deſi 8. r 


© Kleber has ellen into a e Bonsparte did : 
not abſolutely content himſelf, with ordering the clothing—no,, 
he went farther—he ſer the Savans of-the Egyptian Inflitute 
upon conſi ulting what coloured cloth was beſt adapted to the cli« 
mate: and theſe venerable fages, after diſcuſſing at great length 
the merits of ſeveral, of which there was not an ell in the 
country, ultimately fixed upon a gris-de-lin, of which there was. 
{till leſs! Nor did the General ſtop even here: he aſſerted in 
his diſpatches that many thouſand ells of this cloth (ſo judi. 
_ ciquſly choſen) had been delivered to the army | The readers 
of the Jacobin newſpapers here cannot yet have forgotten, their 
generous triumph at this incontrovertible proof of the improve. 


ing condition of « the Army of the Eaſt ““ 


The contluſion of this paragraph is an evident farcaſn.” 
Kleber knew that Bonaparte was as well acquainted with the 
ſtate of the finances before theſe orders as after them. Heknew:; 
too, what all the world beſides knows, that they were only; . 
siven to, procure a momentary; popularity, and carry on that 
ſyſtem of fraud and hypocriſy with which he be it 
which he will moſt aſſuredly end. ; 1 5 


PART HI „5 ; 


. derts er | 
"New FT have mentioned the Bunter, 1 feel ity. 
1 lo ſay ſomewhat More on the ſubject. ; 


' gti ah the extragyfiienry re- 
ſources within a few months after our arrival! He 
levied at that time as extenſive a military contribution 
as the country could poſſibly ſupport! To have re- 


courſe a ſecond time to this expedient, now that we 


are ſurrounded with enemies from without, would only 
pPave the way for an inſurrection the firſt favourable | 
moment. | 


- 


Notwithſtanding all this, Bonaparte, at quitting 
vs, did not leave behind him a SINGLE SOUS in the 
military cheſt, nor any thing capable of being turned 
into money! He left, on the contrary, a debt of near 
ten millions, more than a whole year's income in the 
preſent ſtate of things: the pay of the army e is in 
arrear n four millions. | 


The ni Rate of the inundation makes it impoſ- 
ible to recover the deficiencies of the year juſt expired, 
and which, if it were not fo, would ſcarce anſwer the 
expenſes of a month: we cannot, therefore, enter again . 
on the collection of the taxes till the end of Novem- 
der; and even then it is clear to ine, that we ſhall not 
be in a condition to attend ſufficiently to it, becauſe 
we ſhall have our hands full of fghting. In a word, 
the Nile being very low this year, many provinces, 


% 
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deprived of the inundstiom will claim the cuſtomary. 
exemptions, to which we Fapyot,, in anche Juſtices” 
WE? Ox $10 it en aa n 


. 1 


2 "IE N by ; 8 , 
gane 4g 


"kw ſyllable, \ Citizen. Dire en s, Which I bars 
advance, I can authenticate either by verbal pro- 
ceſſes, or wo eſtimates of: the different ſervices, regularly” 
ſigned. : nei ee FEST? 505 

"tha This 1 all appearance tranquil, i it is 
notlitng. leſs than in a ſtate of ſubmiſſian ; the, people 
are reſtleſs and uneaſy, and in ſ ſpite of all we gan do to 
the contrary, perſiſt in looking upon us as the enemies 
of their property: their hearts are ee tet to 

the hopes of enen changee:: . 


25S 4 + 4 1 J £ * 1 
ad * 2 * 14 wt 11 
* — 


* 


The Mameloucs are Sante ION not . 


| Mourad Bey is ſtill in Upper Egypt with Fl body of men 


ſufficiently numerous to find conſtant employment for 
a. conſiderable part of pur forces. If. we ſhould quit 
him for an inſtant, his little army would increaſe with 
inconceivable rapidity, and he would deſcend the Nile 
and haraſs. us at the gates of this capital, where, in 
ſpite of the moſt vigilant attention, they have con- 
ſtantly found means, to this "_— hour, to e am 
1 of arms and money. | ETD. 


. 415 


Thrahim Bey is at Gens with about two thouſand y 
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„ _ "pots 0p *<1 77 | 
men, part bf the army of the Grand Vizier and Dgezzar) | 
Paſha, are alfo arrived at the fame place? The Grand 
Vizier left Damaſcus about three weeks ago; he is at 
preſent encamped near Acre; finally, t the Engliſh are 
5 maſters of he Red Soy. „ 55 19-00 1 
; uch, "Citizen DiieAsrs, i. is the Heaton in "th 
General Bonaparte has left me to ſuſtain the enormous 
| burden of commanding the army of the Eaſt! H 
SAW THE FATAL CRISIS APPROACHING: bur 
orders have n6t permitted him to ſurmount it. That 
ſuch a exiſis exiſts, his letters, his inſtruQions;: his 
7 ee lately ſet on foot, all contribute to evince; 
t is of public notoriety, and our enemies appear to me 
10 leſs RY informed of i it than ourſelves, . 


« If this: year,“ fays. General Wüsspede i in 
ſpite of all my precautions, the plague ſhould break 
out in Egypt, and carry of more chan fifteen hundred 
nen, ce. | mer rhink that OR ought not to venture 


{#1 


: * Here is the key to Bonaparte hibht. Oe! reſpect to Fe 
drders Kleber mentions, he mult either ſpeak ironically,” or, 
which is more probable, mean to convey an idea that the infinu. 
ation couched under the word ab4iſſance-in Bonapartes letter, 
was falſe, and juſtified by no authority from home ; he puts 
Bonaparte and the Directory at iſſue upon the point; and as it 
muſt be manifeſt who is really culpable, it is, pe perhaps, for- 
tunate for the former that his preſent uſurpation ſets him above 
the immediate dread of the . kor an act of wee] 
ney and eee, 
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upon another campaign, and that vou are ſuficitently 
juſtified in coneluding a peace with the Ottoman Porta, 
even though the evacuation nn 
n n macs N 7 * DD 82 fr 


I have Wee out oy Sits to ny Citizen 


| Directors, becauſe it is characteriſtic in more than 
one point of view; and, above all, becauſe it clearly 


ſhows you the real ſituation in which I am placed. Of 


what conſequence are fifteen hundred men, more 6r 


leſs, in the immenſe ſpace of country which I have to 


N ag (es eee e r 


Tf '# 


The General nander 470 6 ende FR EI 


Ariſch are the two Re ww Egypt.” El e N is - 


— 


The . opinion of the good ſenſe and . 
Kleber would be ill juſtified, if he had omitted to ſet a mark * 
reprobation upon the paſſage he has quoted: it is, indeed, 
charaQeriflic of Bonaparte! It is marked with his uſual con- 
tempt of human ſufferings, with his laviſh expenditure of blood, 
and with his wanton facrifice of his rene to th na * 
| once uſeleſs and boartainable? at 
| 11 is ; reriinkd to hope, however, that the more eee 
of Kleber will induce him to cloſe the diſaſtrous ſcene, thoagh | 
8 few leſi a e IR ann, 
next peſtilence. „ | 


- 


' + The ſtdtement which . Grengr abdl im 


portance of El Ariſch, and which differs ſo materially from 
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digious difficulty of victvalling it, will not allow of its 
being garriſaned by more than two hundred and fifty 
men. Six hundred Mameloucs and Arabs might, 
whenever they pleaſed, cut off all communication with 


Catiez; and as, when Bonaparte left us, this garriſon. 


Had but a ſortnight's proviſion in advance; juſt that 

pace of time, and no more, would be ſuſkcient to 
compel it to capitulate without firing a ſhot l. The 
Arabs: alone were capable of furniſhing regular con- 


_ woys of proviſions through theſe burning deſerts : but 


they have been fo: often over- reached and defrauded, | 
that, far from offering us their ſervices, they now ; 
Keep aloof and conceal themſelves; belides, the arrival 


of the Grand Vizier, who inflames their fanaticiſm 


and overwhelms them with preſents, will | equally tend | 
to incline them to deſert us“. 


. U 


rhat- of Bonaparte S, is ee by. a general officer 3 in a 


jetter which will be ung . 3 XIII. . VVV 


There is no. doubt ot its accuracy, Ns it bears band either 
en the veracity or the military ſkill of Bonaparte. The latter 


(of the former there are no doubts) has long been ſomewhat 


problematical ; and the attentive readers of this correſpondence 
will. probably be inclined to think. not much more highly of it 

than. Kleber appears. to do, or the very judicious e 40 
whoſe {trictures we e allude. e FCC 


* There are two roads: from Syria: to Egypt; ſo that it is by 


no means neceſſary to paſs by El Ariſch, Both , theſe. roads 


furniſh water; one of them has Juſt been diſcovered Mau * | 
Klever, | | 


Ane is by no means a fortreſs; it i wang 
| Intrenched camp. It was, indeed, tolerably-well de- 
ended by a numerous heavy artillery; but ſinoe we 
bolt it in the diſaſtrous invaſion. of Syria, and ſince 
General Bonaparte has taken all the cannon belonging 
to the ſhipping, to complete the equipment of the twe 
frigates: with which he failed for France, this ende 
can make, in fact, but a feeble reſiſtance 5 


ob AL LETTERS. | 


» . 


+ p * 
* 8 


General Bonaparte Arber himſelf with a 5 
che conſequences which he expected from his victory 
at e He cut to en b, it is true, near nine 


795 4 54 4 ? 5 


> This ciocumfiznce d 3s not leſs charaQeriftic than the cams 
properly, pointed, out by Kleber a few pages above: to provide 
for his own perſonal ſafety at the expenſe of that of the whole 
Army of the Eaſt,” is only a part of that narrow and ſelfiſh 72 
tem on which he has always ated, But does any thing ia it 
reliſh of the great general? Or can his moſt enthuſiaſtic admivers 
fee any thing that did fo in his unfurniſhing the only defenſible 
place in his poſſeſſion (of the importance of which he takes care 
© remind Kleber), for the ſake of a wild and deſultory expe- 
dition, he knew not where, at the hazard of leaving it an eaſy 
prey to the firlt enemy that 1 en af its I 
condition? 


It is ſcarcely poſlible, on reading theſe and fimilar paſſages, 
not to call to mind the ſenſible exclamation of Lacuse; O 
how many falſe reputations were acquired in Italy and bor 
many pedeſtals will now reſt without Rates!” '? intercepted 
Correſpondence, Part I. P 133. | 1 


1 Darruz. This does not mean abſolutely cut to pieces, but 
| deſtroyed as a body; 3 and indeed it appears. from Ta rt 
| 5 


4% reo or | 
2 Turks wh had landed theres but what is 
ſuch a loſs as this to a great nation, from whom we 
| Have-violently torn the faireſt portion of its empire, 
and whom religion, honour, and intereſt, equally 
ſimulate to avenge its injuries, and to re-conquer. what 
i has been thus deprived of? As a prrof of what I 
lay, this victory has not retarded far a ſingle inſtant, 
eeither the — or the march of the Grand 

| __ 


In this ſtate of things, what can, and what ought I 
to do? I think, Citizen Directors, that 1 ſhould 
eontinue the negotiations entered upon by Bonaparte; 
though the refult ſhould be merely the gaining a little 
time, I ſhould even then have ſufficient reafon to be 
ſatisfied with it. I have encloſed you the letter which, 


diſpatehes to the Directory, that more than two thouſand of 
thoſe who had diſembarked were prifoners. From this Gene- 


ral's well-known talents for exaggeration, a-reafonable hope 


might be entertained that when he ſtated the loſs of the Turks 
at eighteen thouſand men, he had merely put down a cipher too 
many; this hope is now done away by the unſuſpected evidence 
of Kleber, which unfortunately reduces Bonaparte's number only 
one half. The reſt of Kleber's information is of the moſt import- 
ant and conſolatory nature. The army of which Bonaparte and 
Berthier repreſent the whole to have been deſtroyed, was mewiy 


2 detachment, it appears, from a much greater force; which, 
without any ſenſible dimmution of its numbers or reſolution, _ 


was (till hovering near the place of action, and nn the 
E reach for the ny of en and Damietta| | 


„The Beys ſhall give up to him the Miri, which 
the Porte has had always de * _ never de Aa 5 


ORIGINAL, LATTERS. = 49 vl 
in- coalequanca; of this determination, I wrote to the | k 
Grand Vizier; ee 1 at 45 eee e pen, lis 
| 2 F; ing 
„ "it 
4 N 
If this A meets my . 1 hall * Hor ii 
to him the reſtitution 1 — on ws wn Re con- 1 
ditions Fit': 1758 a e ee e ped | | i 
; - L 15 | * ; : "4 | 
46 „The Grand a Signor hall 1 oppor a a Paſha, as de- | | 
fort f ' 1 A 
= a 


8 S ſhall be reciprocal 0 open between | 
Egypt and HON ts wot | 


© See No, XIV. FE OO OATS ni a or ps WP DT To Pe TH ths 


5 of theſe conditions, the firſt is ed, ee ſecond 
impracticable, the third nugatory, and the fourth inadmiſſible; 
It is evident, however, that Kleber expected nothing from 
them; they are merely projected i in obedience to the commands 

of Bonaparte, to whom this excellent officer pays the ſame 
deference as if he were till at the head of the army. Indeed 
the whole of his conduct, as it appears in this well written 
letter, is admirable in the higheſt degree; he feels that he ig 

| betrayed, yet not a murmur eſcapes him on his own account; and 
though he holds it a part of his duty to expoſe the weakneſs * 
which Bonaparte either was, or affected to be ignorant, he deter- 
mines to hazard more, perhaps, than his own better judgment 
approved, to carry his inſtruQions into EXECULIGH with the 
ſmalleſt deviation poſſible. l 1. 


Parr III.. 4 = 
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The French Gadd seed a avcopy: 
the ſtrong Holds and the forts, and collect all che duties 
and cuſtoms, till the Freneh government ſhall haue N 
| mn . with Wir Ns | 


* 


uh 


17 theſe IE W are accepte bt 1 hath 
think I have rendered my country a greater farviths than 
if I had obtained the moſt brilliant victory. But I 
fear they will not be attended to: if the haughtineſs of 
the Turks oppoſes no obſtacle, I ſhall ſtill have to 
combat the influence of Engliſh gold. Happen what 
may, I will dur to direct e * circum- . 
ſtances. ee þ 


4 ner all the 3 of the poſſeſſion of Egypt. | 

T uſed to ſay in Europe, that this country was for 
France the point of fixture, by means of which the 
might move at will the commercial ſyſtem of evety 
quarter of the globe; but to do this effeQually, a. 
powerful lever is required, and that lever is a navy. 
Ouns nas'ExISTED'! Since that period, every thing 
has changed; and peace with the Porte is, in my opi- 
nion, the only expedient that holds out to us a method. 
a of fairly getting rid of an enterpriſe no longer capable 
of attaining the object for Which it was undertaken. 
4 ſhall not enter, Citizen Directors, into the details 
of all the diplomatic combinations which the preſent | 
ſtate of Europe might furniſh : this is not my province. 
In the forlorn ſituation i in which I ſtand, and ſo far te- 
moved from the centre of action, I. can ſcarce give a 


sn kerrins. 


: e e ue but the fafery and 


army wbleh H comtnand! happy if, in themidR of my | 


diltrefſes,” I ſhoulT have the good fortune to meet your 
wiſhes ;' at a leſs e ne de 1 ſhould ee 
e an ee e Dat) 20) f. 


4 FEE N hy %. . „ * a . kh 3 * 
1 2 A F* 7 F607 9 BEE ohh * S 43 s * * 
L 7 6 


— 


I have den nth Sande cis of ee 


material articles of which we ſtand in Heel for the 
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ſetvice of the artillery “; and alſo'a'fu ry recapi⸗ 
| tukatlon of ed debt antral and left . eee 


8 7 ; des $1 * 75 4 
— 5 ++ = n Þ 14 * K* 3 
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Health and eben. 
Kn. 
P. S. At this inſtant, Citizen Directors, juſt as 1 


4m making up my diſpatches, I learn that fourteen ot 
fifteen Turkiſh veſſels are at anchor before Damietta, 


where they are waiting for the fleet of the Captain . 


Paſha, now at Joppa, and having on board, as I am 
told, from fifteen to twenty thouſand land forces ; 
beſides theſe, there are ſtill fifteen thouſand men at 
Gaza, and the Grand Vizier is marching from Damaſ- 


cus. A few days fince, he ſent us back a ſoldier of 


the 25th demi-brigade, who had been made priſoner 
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See No. VI. 
+ See No. VII. 
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in the DT YR of El Ariſch; 1 haying * 
him all his camp, he deſired him to acquaint his comrades 
with what he had ſeen, and to tell their commander to 
tremble. This ſeems to announce either the confidence 
which the Grand Vizier has in his forces, ora; w iſh 
to enter upon an accommodation. With reſpe& to 
myſelf, it will be a/olutely impoſſible for me to get 
together more than. five thouſand men capable of taking 
the field againſt him: notwithſtanding this, I will try 
my fortune, if 1 do not ſucceed in gaining time by my 
negotiations. Dgezzar has withdrawn his forces. Tom, 
Dem and marched them back to lere 
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js I | : f 4. Quortier Glalral ds Caire, . f 
| 2 enn 
Kite, bal, Ck a 33 
 Soldats 4 2 28 4 | 
D motifs 8 ont determine le General en 
Chef Bonaparte I pothe an France. . 
Les dangers que — vigation entrepriſe 
dans une faiſon peu-favorable ſur une mer ẽtroite et 
couverte ac n'ont pu Wi” 1 * de 


* 5 _ + ms 
cho ; 


Soldats; un puiſſant ſecours va vous arriver, ou bien 
une paix glorieuſe; une paix digne de vous et de vos 
trayaux va vous ramener dans votre e | 


En recevant le e finden dont Bonaparte. Etoit charge, 2 | 

zien ai ſenti Vimportance, et tout ce qu'il avoit de pk èð 
nible; mais appreciant d'un autre cote votre valeur, 5 

tant de fois couronnee par les plus brillants ſucces ; 

apprèciant votre conſtante patience à braver tous les 

maux, a ſupporter toutes les privations; appreciant, 
enfin, tout ce qu'avec de tels ſoldats Von peut faire ou 

| | 
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54 'corrts o 


entreprendre, je n'ai plus conſultẽ que Verdi 
d'ttre a votre tEte, que Phonneur de vous nnn 


et mes forces ſe font accrues. 2+ Ta e 


3 


Soldsts ; n'en doutez pas; 5 vos preſſants beſoins 


1 ſcromt ſans ane yes de ma plus vive follicitude. 
Y (Signs _ 1 — KLeves. 


"i 8 SEE | * ; I's cad. 
Pax ordre 0 fen he in 


Diviſion, Chef de I'Erat Major or 
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1 £13 Nay? 1 . 
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| : 1 SEES: PITT or N 
TI i army eee 10 2 ell 1 * 


wean to n 


; 3 r 
+ I 


wat bim. Your happineſs w was at ſtake! 


9 * 


peace, is at hand: a peace worthy of you and of your 
achievements, is on the point of reſtoring you to your 
_— X | | F 


7 


by The 22d of Auguſt may ſeem to thoſe — with 

| the Mediterranean, no very unfavourable ſeafon for putting to 
ſea; but the north-weſt winds, which almoſt conſtantly prevait 
there about this period, make the voyage to France extremely 


Honour, | 0 


* 


bees, Commander i in Chief, to the ee 


Nene 11 80 ſt K peda nature have de- 
termined” the Commander in Chich, Bonaparte, to 


The Ae incident to a ; jug in no 
very favourable part of the year , on'a narrow ſea, 
covered with the enemies“ fleets, were too feeble to 


Soldiers! a powerful reinforcement, « or 2 a” glorious. 


tedious, and fully juſtify Kleber's obſervation. For the reſt, 
this AbpEzss, delivered while that General was yet ſmarting 
from the recent perfidy of Bonaparte, may be recommended to 
the reader as a model of eeneroſity, n and true 3 | 
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In taking upon myſelf the charge with which Bona- 
parte was intruſted, I was neither unaware of its im- 
portance, nor of the toil and danger attending it; but 
on the other hand, when I conſidered your gallantry, 
fo often crowned with the moſt brilliant ſucceſs; your 
unwearied patience in braving every calamity, and 
fupporting every privation; when I conſidered, in | 
ſhort, all that might be done or attempted with ſuch 
foldiers1 loſt ſight of every thing but the advantage 
of being at your head, and the honour of commanding 
you; and I felt myſelf inſpired with new vigour. TY 
Soldiers! ty upon what I u vine urgent wake 
ſhall be Ys e n of "wy moſt earneſt | 
ſolicitude. 

e Kiens 1 


By order. of the Commander in Chief, the General. N 


of Diviſion, and Chief of the Staff, 1 
. eee n Dan MAS. 
A true _ | e 3 : 
(Signed) Dumas, 1 7 
Aa General... 6—IðV‚ n #1 
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85 1 9 Sommes dtes au 6 Frudlidr, an 7, Ens 


. Jaquelle le General KLEBER a 1 le  Commandemant | 


10 r | 
| Defgnation a Services 
Sous 45 rarmse, . 


Pom l' extraordinaire, 


Difference de ſolde de la loi du 
2 Thermidor, an 2, 3 celle du23 


Floreal, an 5, dite 3 une partie 


1 e - - 
Artillerie, 3 
/ GE WS 


Par approximation, marine mi- 
litaire et marchande, 
Subſiſtances militaires, 
Habillement, OT. 
Hopitaux militaires, = 
Tranſports militaires, N 
Poſtes militaires, . 
Au Chef de Fattellier des alles, g 
fan 


E 5 
” g 
7 
> : 
* I 7 o 
: . 
2 * * 


4,015,000 Oo © 
„ 


802,332 6 2 
91,214 © © 


a 


3,962,124 © 6 
1,198,973 10 © 


144, 381 10 10 


311,277 15 4 
177% 8 4-0 


5,432 12 2 


12,6 © © 


15 


iy. 


58 LE. cores or 


Au Chef de Fattellier des bottes, 6,000 © © 
Aux Fourniſſeurs de Suez, | 2,014 6 © 
A differens particuliers Fran- | 0 
Fois, Turcs, et Grecs, qui ont 
fait les fournitures, ſoit a . 
Alexandrie ou autres places, 41,980 0 
Au Citoyen Roſetty pour four- OO 
nitfes faites a Varmee lors 
fe fon palkige © a Nhamanie, | * 12 8 


Total general, 2 11 315,252 10 2 


OBSERVATIONS. | : 25 

La dẽpenſe excẽde la recette de 11,315, 252: 10: 2 
depuis votre depart de France; la dette ne peut done 
quaugmenter. En arrivant en Egypte il a ẽtẽ frappẽ 

de requiſitions dans toutes les places, pour ſubvenir 
aux beſoins de l'armęe en lobt nee. Cet objet 0 


pas EtE paye, Bs on : 


II a «ts levé des contributions extraordinaires ſar 
les marchands, negociants, &c. 


L'on s'eſt empare en arrivant des biens des Mame- 
loucks, de leurs effets; leurs femmes ont pays une 
Inpotition extraordinaire. | bp 


e 8 Fan 7 a Ete plus conſiderable que ne 
ſera celui de Van 8. L'innondation a ẽtéë mauvaiſe 
cette anne, et W de villiges' n'ont yo! eu 
Feau, FUE ALAS 


- 7. 
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| L'on n'a pas compris dans la dette ce qui eſt di aux 
provinces, pour les objets fournis en nature pour le 


paſſage des onus: | Eg 
WG: Belle de voir par ces obſervations, qu auffi 
longtemps que Parmee en Egypte ſera active, que le 
commerce avec Pexterieur n'aura' pas repris, Ion ne 


pourra jamais parvenir d'ẽtablir la recette ẽgale à la 


depenſe : les fihances ne TRI ages etre de an” 
„Etat ſatisfaiſant avant la ne 5 . 8 


| Certific tb par moi, Commiſſaire 5 


nateur en Chef de PArmee aux Etats particus : 


Af 


liers qui m' ont ẽtẽ remis. 


As Care 3 Vendemiaire, an 8 de la 


Republique. Frangaiſe, 


Vu le Geénsral en Chef, 
(Signs) i a HR made; 
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TRANSLATION. 255 


en, 75 the 2 | 5 Frech Republic. " 


a ip Y the di ferent Sum due on the 23d of he b 
guſt 1999, the Period at which GENERAL KLEBER Th 
took "_ 8 the Command . n 


5 | Sums due. 
Pax of the amm 4,015, oo o © 
Extraordinaries „ 85 570, © o 
Difference of pay, between the | 
law of the 2d Thermidor, in "3% and 
the year 2, and that of the 234 | 5 
Floreal, in the year 5, due to ; "7 
part of the army — 9 | $02,332 _ 4 
Artillery — - V 91,214 © © 
Englgeers fs + Oe 


Marine, military, and merchant 
ſervice, by a rough calculation 3,962,124 o 6 


Military ſubſiſtence < 15,198,973 10 & 
Clothing CV 
Military boſpitals © | V $11;277 1 4 

Military convoys '-.- _ - © 177,008 4 @& 
Military poſts = V 
To the Inſpector of the ſaddle 55 

manufactorrx oe, i 
1 
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To the Tapelthr' of the boot ma- e 0 


nufactorx „ee & E 
Too the Commiſſaries at bow. C 


To certain French, Turks, and : 
Greeks, who have furniſhed RY 


proviſions at ' Alexandeis, and 
4 


1 


elſe where 4,990 7 0 


To Citizen Roſetty for provi- 
ſions for the army, when on its 


march to Nhamanie „„ 3222 12 „ 


Total 11,315,252 10 2 
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| OBSERVATIONS. 


Siace * army i France, the pen dune wr 
exceeded the receipts by 11,315,252 Livres, 10 ſous, 
2 deniers—this debt, then, muſt inevitably continue 
increaſing. At our firſt arrival here, requiſitions were 
made in all the towns for the immediate ſubſiſtence. 
of the a Ki Theſe have never been paid for. 


| Extracedinary contetbutiing were levied upon the 
merchants, tradeſmen, &c. „ „ 


The effects of the Maindachy were alſo ſcized on 


our xvid their wives have been made to pay an ex- 
traordinary impoſition. 


The receipts of the laſt year were greater than thoſe 


be, doris OF. 


of the n can n poſſibly be. The inundation ha. 
failed, and many Fan.. have | been deprived, of r- 


The debt above ſtated, FER, not W wht is due 
to the provinces for the ſupplies i in kind, with which 
the troops were furniſhed during their march. | 


£0 


| « is evidair from theſe 8 that, as long | 
as the army of Egypt is engaged in hoſtilities, there 
can be no foreign trade; nor can the receipts be poſ- 
ſibly made to anſwer the expenſes. It is peace alone 
Wich can Pa the ene on a e „ 


Certified bs me, 


E. PoussIELGUE, Cl en &c. 
to be conformable to the reſpective liſts 
delivered to me at Cane, Og. 7, 1799. 
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| Examined * the Commander i in Chief, 
eee | Ktvpun. : 
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J E dẽſire ardemment que banieee des quatre bit | 
mens aux ordres tu Contr'-amiral Ganteaume, vous | 
alt mis à meme de regevoir. le peu de mots, qu'il m'ait | 
été poſſible de leur remettre, par b. meg le es Frag- 
tidor e Epoyus ha leur ä le 7 

Voici 3 a tout bvenement s like de ces bitimens. i | 
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Le Muiron 2 nn, I 
IDS. dose et chevillees 
3 en fer, doublees en 
HI cuivre, la premiere le 
8 3 Brumaire, la ſe- 
le 8 le 25 du dit; 
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| data 1 155 _- 
La Revanche | dem — 
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C'clt A bord de ia fregate le "A 1 


barque le General- Bonaparte. Les proclamations, / 5 
dont j'annexe ici les copies, ont fait connoitre a I 'armEe 


ſon depart, et et ſon 9 15 le "Gee | 


Kleber. 

Faurois voulu j. zei une liſte exaRte des paſ- 
. embarques 3 A bord de ces quatre batimens; mais 
le ſecret du de part a empeche de les porter ſur le role 


du bureau des armémens, et c'eſt. en vain que je me 


ſuis adrefſe à 1'6tat majox-general' actuel. Voici la 
ſeule liſte que le Chef du Bureau des Armemens 3 ait pu 
W et une _ oe | 


Le Ga "oe: 1 5 > a 


vous auxagt mieux inſtruit que je pe pourrois le faire 


de notre ſituation intẽrĩeure. Je me contente de vous 
hazarder des — particulliges au port 2 
andrie. 


8 


Privds A you pres May toute ES 3 


notre arrivee en Egypte, nous avons des preuves ẽvi- 


dentes de FaRivite que mettent les ennemis a ivtercep- 

ter les communications. II conviendroit, Je pen, 
de proſiter d'un batiment de choix pour faire paſler 
un chiffre qui mit a meme de vous n des ht 
detaillés. 


Denis le PER du General Ss les bie 


| CAlexandrie n vont iguale que trois batimens cloigaiſss 


U : 
1 A 
g „ ** 

3.8 * x > 
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mens legers, doubles en cuivre. Il n'eſt pas de mon 
reſſort de vous parler des forces militaires maritimes; 


ſeul moyen de conſolider les ſucces de Varmee de terre; 
mais je dois avoir Fhonneur de vous obſerver que, 
dans les moments od il n'y à pas de blocus, des bati- 


mens de 12 I 16 canons, doublẽs en cuivre, pour - 


2 3 <> 2 10 p 4% % a 2 * C F 
rFoent executer des expeditions | A cette co- 
” © 7 Fg 
. 8 22 1 3 RT” ws "Te 4 r 1 0 5 3 2 7 8 >> dp OE Es = # = 
5 ba 8 . 5 8 REELS X, 1. F 1 1 5 
E E 4 2 2 . _ a 


| Val e dee e 
Directoire. On parle confuſement' d un raſſemble- 


ment en Syrie de troupes aux ordres directs du Grand 
Viſir, compoſces, 1. de celles qu'il a amenses; 2. 
de celles de Djezzar Pacha d Acre; g. enſin, de ce qui 
reſte de nen a | Tg e ancien n Cheick- 
e 


$ * . 
* 0 


| Quelle que wor, ys Miniftre, binde des ROY 5h 


rations militaires, il me paroĩt de la derniere urgence 


que le DireQoire Exécutif nomme un commiſſaire, 


qui, muni d'inſtrud ĩom, ait Vautorite convenable pour 


ſupplẽer a Vancienne inſpection de J ambaſſadeur pres 


la Porte Ottomane, et aviſe aux moyens, ſoit de dimi- 


wuer les playes du commerce” du Levant, dit de le 
faire renaitre à la paix; Vinduſtrie, et la ſubſiſtance - 
des departemens meridionaux commandent cette me- 
ſure. Ces utiles fonctions, Citoyen Miniſtse, ont 
beſoin d etre confiẽes a quelque ancien adminiſtrateur 
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des colonies, habitus 3 3 rẽparer "SY maux 00 as | 
inẽvitablement au commerce maritime, les' invaſions. 
militaires et leurs | ſuites. II ſera on ne peut plus 
eſſentiel de tracer avec rigueur la demarcation des 
pouvoirs. L'ardeur guerriere connoit peu le ſyſteme 
des contrepoids: elle facrifie tout aux beſoins du 
moment; elle st empare et des officiers ſuperieurs et des 
officiers ſubalternes. Ils oublient combien le reſpe& - 
des lois, et l'amour de l'ordre aſſurent les rẽſultats; ils 
fervent leur ambition particulière, et occaſionnent, ſans 
le vouloir, des dẽ ſordres i parables. J'ai. vu un offi- 
cier, eſtimable d'ailleurs, vouloir commander la rade, 
les armes, et les travaux. Survenoit- il un Contr'-ami- 
ral, les pouvoirs s'entre-choquoient, les deſordres ſe 
multiplioient; Vinteret particulier ẽtoĩt le ſeul qui, ſui- 
vant avec conſtance ſes vues, en de la ee 
ei „ f | 8 
* * (es claſſes dans la Meditetrannse, le e 
bliſſement du commerce dans cette mer, exigent les 
meſures les plus promptes, les 8 vigourenles, et les 
. plus lages- . 
Salut et reſpe&. 2 
(Sign) LX Roy. 


12 


P. S. Depuis ma lettre Ecrite, j'ai demande quel- 
ques renſeignemens à un Capitaine de navire qui a 
frẽquentè les <chelles ; ; Je les avoĩs vainement deman- 
| des au commerce. | 9 
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Les marchandiſes Frangaiſes ſe debitoient en Egypte 


par &change contre les marchandiſes du pais, qui ſe 


compoſoient de ſes productions, de celles de Yemen, 


et de celles de Vintericur de 1 * gh 


”- 


places de commerce de I'Egypte, des dettes conſidẽ- 
rables; les unes provenant d'echanges qui n'qnt ww ets 
e les autres de dettes antericures. | 

"Dans * 9 aQuelle, 4, paroit, * prodencs 
et de la juſtice, de charger un agent du Gouvernemenit 
de ſe faire preſenter les livres de credit des diverſes 
maiſons F rangaiſes, pour connoltre ce qui eſt di au 


commerce entier; puis mettre à meme le Gouterne- 


ment de l les meſures ee necefſaires, ” 


5 a 1 
* 11 1 1 1 


=y 


A \ Vegard: des autres echelles du Levant, la paix 
ſeule pourra faciliter au commerce les moyens de 
rẽpẽter ce qui lui eſt di. ' L'objet du Gouvernement 
doit etre de lui prẽparer les moyens de protection nẽ- 
| rs 185 * ſes rẽclamations. 35 


Ri 1 demandoient at an ce dont ils 
avoient beſoin, mais à erédit: ils payoient lorſque | 
bon leur ſembloit ; de ſorte qu'il reſte dans toutes les 
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RE 8 vm: 


LEON Le Vavaſſeur a Directeur G Artillerie; Pri: 
Tois Joſeph We mand, Capitaine de DO 


Fright 2 Machu oP, 2 
Joſeph Marie. Nouveau, „ maſtre calfat entretenu, 
provenant du vaiſſeau L'Orient, ayant Ete ors 
depuis à Alexandrie. | ; 
55 nen le 23 Fradtides; ; Hs 4 a” 
* __- Republique. OS We 
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No. 2. 1 
? | 26 
Lifte des Paſſa gers praſun⸗ dd fur les Batiments ; | 
de la be a aux Ordres du Contr*>Amiral Gan- | 
| 8AVOIR 7 SR Bo | 


5 Bons parte, General en Chef. : 
Duroc, 
La Valette, 
. Beauharnois, 
Merlin, 3 0 | 
Fauvelet Sola Ben : WE = a 
+ Berthier, General de Diviſion. | _ 
L'Huilier, Aide de Camp. 55 5 9 
Andrèoſſy, General de Brigade. 755 | MN 
Lannes, General de Brigade. | | | 
Murat, General de Brigade. 
Marmont, General de Brigade. 
Monteſney, Aide de Camp. | 
Beiffieres, Chef de Brigade des Guides, | 
Monge, Membre de PInſtitut National. 
Bertholet, idem. 


Denon, Membre de [Inſtitut etre. 
5 Perceval, idem. 
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MARINE OFFICE. 


Alexandria, October 1, 1799. 


La Ror, tho 83 of the Marine in Egypt, to the 


2 Mini iniſter of Marine and of the Colonies. 


Citizen Minifter, 
1 MOST anxiouſly with that the ſafe arrival of the 
four veſſels under the command of Rear-admiral 


Ganteaume may have put you in poſſeſſion of the 


ſhort letter which I had juſt time to diſpatch; dupli- 
cates of which were put on board them on the 22d of 


Auguſt, the day of their departure. | 


At all events, however, fond you a lift of the | 
Names, &c, of thoſe. veſſels: 15 


Ib Afgiren, of 28 guns, . pode on the main: deck. 
Ganteaume, Rear-admiral ; De la Rue, Captain. 


Le Carrere, of 28 guns, 12-pounders, Dumanoir le 
Pelley, General of 1 
(Both theſe frigates are Venetian built; bolted 

with i ou, and copperedt here; the firſt on the — 
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of Odober, and the ſecond the 1 5th 'of November 
laſt.) | : 


— Advice- bolt, 4 Gx-pounders. Gaſ- 


taud, W 


La Rivanchs, Advice-boat, 4 es Picard, 
E ; 


Gee Bonaparte idol his RE" on board Le 


Muiron. The Proclamations, which I encloſe, firft 


announced to the army his departure, and the ap- 


pointed of General Kleber in his 3 


wo. ſhould have To FI to ſend you a correct 


liſt of the paſſengers on board theſe four veſſels; but 


the ſecrecy of their departure prevented the names 
from being entered on the regiſters of the proper 
office; and I have aſked in vain for information from 
the officers of the preſent ſtaff. You will find at 


the concluſion of my letter the only liſt which the 
firſt clerk of the Navy Office was able to procure me; 
and another made up on conjecture, 


General Bonaparte and Rear-admiral Ganteaume 


will have given you better information than I can 
pretend: to do on our internal ſituation. I ſhall. 


merely confine myſelf to hazarding a few brief obſer. 
vations on the port of Alexandria. | 


Deprived of nearly all correſpondence with Fronce 
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ſince our arrival in this country, we have the moſt 
undoubted proofs of the ſucceſsful activity of the 
enemy in intercepting our communications. It 


ſtrikes me therefore, that it would be exceedingly 


proper to diſpatch, by a ſwift-ſailing veſſel, a cipher 
that would at once enable me to ſend you more 
detailed accounts. e | 


From the time that General Bonaparte left us, the 
men on the look-out have diſcovered but three ſhips 
in the offing ; and a boat which was ſuſpeRed to 
have diſpatches on board. We might eaſily bave 
taken it, had we been provided with a few light, 
copper-bottomed yeſſels. It certainly does not fall 
within my department to ſay any thing reſpecting the 
naval forces, the ſole means of giving effect to the 
ſucceſſes of the land army; but I muſt, notwith - 
ſtanding, do myſelf the honour to hint to you, that 
during thoſe periods when the blockade is accidentally 


_ raiſed, a few corvettes, carrying from 12 to 16 


guns, and coppered, might be ſucceſsfully employed 


on expeditions of the utmoſt utility to the colony. 


Here is the copy of a report made to the Directory 


by the Commander in Chief: We have a confuſed 


account of an army collecting in Syria, under the 


immediate command of the Grand Viſier, compoſed, 
firſt, of the troops which followed him from Conſtan- 
tinople ; ſecondly, of thoſe of Djezzar, Paſhaw of 
Acre, and, ny, of the remainder of the Mame- 


4 - 
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833 ads Ibrahim, ancient Cheick-el-beled, os 
chief of the Beys.. ft Lomond 


Whatever, Citizen Miniſter, may be the iſſue af 

our military operations, I cannot but think, it of the 

_ utmoſt moment that the Executive Directory ſhould 
. appoint a commiſſary, with the requiſite powers, to 
ſupply the void of the inſpection, formerly confided to 
the ambaſſador at the Ottoman Porte. They ſhould 
alſo conſult on the means, either of diminiſhing the 
loſſes of the Levant trade; or rather of reproducing 
and invigorating it, at the period of peace: the employ- 

ment and the ſubſiſtence of the ſouthern provinces. 
imperiouſly call for ſomething of this kind, | 
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Theſe uſeful functions, Citizen. Miniſter, ſhould be 

| confided in ſome former manager of theſe eſtabliſh- 
ments; one habituated to repair the evils which a war 
of invaſion, and its attendant conſequences, inevitably 
bring on foreign trade. It will be alſo eſſentially 
neceſſary to define with rigorous exactneſs the limits 
of authority in each department, Military ardour 
enters little into the ſyſtem of a counterpoiſing power: 
it ſacrifices every thing to the calls of the moment; 
it lays its hands on the civil officers of every deſcription. 
Soldiers forget what influence a reſpect for the laws 
and a love of order has on the event of things: they 
liſten only to an intereſted ambition, and occaſion, 
without intending it, diſorders of the moſt irreparable 
Kind, I have ſeen myſelf, an officer, in other reſpedis 
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* valuable character, inſiſt upon commanding the 


harbour, the troops, and the workmen! Did a Rear- 

admiral chance to drop in; their authorities inſtantly 

elaſhed: confuſion ſucceeded to confuſion; and private 

intereſt, which alone purſues its object with ſteadineſs, 

took advantage of theſe multiplied pretenſions ** 
[Here is an omiſſion in the original.] 

+ e different orders in the Medi- 


terranean, and the re-eſtabliſhment of trade in that 


fea, call for the moſt prompt, decifive, and judicious . 


meaſures, 
Health and reſpeR. [I 
(Signed) Ls Rov. 


IP. s. Vive my letter was guided, 1 have bad a an 


opportunity of procuring ſome. information from the 


captain of a ſhip, who has frequented the ports of 
the Levant. The merchants have conſtantly rejected 
my — 


| Our merchandiſe was uſually exchanged in Egypt 


for the merchandiſe of the country, which conſiſted of 


the productions of Yemen, and thoſe of the interior 


of Africa. 


The Beys took from the traders the articles of which 
they ſtood in need; but always on credit. They paid 
for them at their leiſure; ſo that there are conſiderable 
debts ſtill out-ſtanding in mo of 5p commercial 
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towns of the country; ſome ariſing from exchanges - 


which have not been completed, and others from 
former demands. 


* 


In the preſent ſi tuation of things, it would ſeem to 
be no leſs an act of prudence than of juſtice to em- 


power an agent of Government to lay before them the 
account-books of the different houſes in advance, that 


an eſtimate may be formed of what is due to the whole 


body, and proper meaſures taken to recover it. 


With ref pect to the other ports of the Levant, no- 


thing but peace can enable the merchants to get in 
what is due to them. The object of Government 


ſhould be to furniſh them with the degree of protection 


n, to ſupport and enforce their claims. 
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' | ENCLOSURES. 
No. 1. ; 5 | % 5 


Eift of Paſſenger on RI the -e 75 rt, | 
_ which ſailed WT the Is: 799. | 


02 board Le Carrite. * | 
Leon Le Varaſſeur, DireQor of the Artillery; 
Francis Joſeph Swans, Captain of the frigate. 


On beard Le Aoi 


Joſeph Marie Nouveau, OO ore REL from the 
L Orient, and fince employed at Alexandria. 


Alexandria, September 9, 1799- 


(Signed) __ GirRavD, 
Under: nme of Marine. 


A true copy, | 
| LE Rov. 
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No 2. 


Ca tural Li 1 7 P 3 on *. the Shive f 1 
Republic, under the Command * . Gan- 


teaume, 


j Df Rs | ö % 


Viz. | 


Bonaparte, Com mander in Chief. 


Duroc, 
Lua Vallette, 


Beauharnois, 


Merlin, 


| I de Camps. 8 55 


Fauvelet Bourſienne, Secretary. ö 
Berthier, General of Diviſion, dens 


L'Huilier, Aid de Camp. 
Andreofſi, 
Lannes, 


| Marmont, 


Generals of Brigade. 


Monteſney, Aid de Chg. | 
Beiſſieres, Chief of Brigade of Guides. 


' Monge, 


Bertholet, 
Denon, 
Perceval, 


Pazr III. 


5 Members of the National 


Inſtitute, _ 
Members of the Egyptian 
Inſtitute, 9 
| 1. R. 
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Au Kaire, le 19 Vendimiaire, an 8 
de la Republique Frangaiſe. 


E. POUSSIELGUE „ Gontrlleur des Depenſes de P Armie, 
Adminiftrateur-gintral des Finances de TEgyptes aux 
. de la Te N alionale. 


Citoyens cm BY 


J E n'aurai de compte a vous rendre « que quand j je eral i 
de retour en France, ou quand la liberté et la ſüretẽ 
des communications ſeront retablies. Ce compte ſera 
court: il fe trouvera plus détaillé dans le comune de 


votre Payeur-general. 


je me borne E vous aſſurer qu'on ne peũt mettre 
plus d'ordre dans la comptabilite ; plus d'integrite et 
d' exactitude dans les payemens ; et plus d' obſervations 
des regles preſerites par les loix et par vos inſtruc- 
tions, que ne l'a fait votre Payeur-general, 


. ORIGINAL LETTERS. 5 


mement arrieree : : il eſt dũ plus de 10 millions; et nos 


reſſources diminuant chaque jour, cet arriers $'accroitra. 


II vous ſera preſents ſucceſlivement des lettres de 
che qu'il a fallu donner à toutes les parties pre- 


nants à qui on ne pouyoit donner du numeraire. Je 


vous prie, Citoyens Commiſſaires, d'y faire honneur 


pour conſerver 3'Varmee ce ſeul credit qui lui reſte, au- 


tant que pour tre juſtes envers des hommes qui font ici 


le ſacrifice de leur fants, et qui ſupportent toutes les 


eſpeces de privations imaginables. 155 
: A 


Salut et reſpect. 


TDovssrcus. 
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TRANSLATION. 


LINERTY. MOUNT. 
FRENCH REPUBLIC. 
Cairo, October 10, 1799. 


E. Poussix LGUE, Comptroller of the Expenſes of the 
Army, and Adminiftrator-general of the Finances of 
Egypt, to the Commiſſ zoners 7 the National 8 275 


eee Conmifi ioners, 


I SHALL have no account to lay before you till my 
return to France, or till the freedom and ſafety of our 
communications ſhall be re-eſtabliſhed. The preſent 
account will be conciſe: it will be found more de- 
tailed in that of your Paymaſter- general. . 


I confine myſelf to aſſuring you, that it is not poſ- 
ſible to exhibit better order in this department, more 
integrity and accuracy in the payments, or ſtricter ob- 
ſervance of the rules preſcribct by the laws, than "Fu 
On general has already ſhown, 


„ a } = 
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In ſpite of the moſt ſevere economy, the army is 


extremely in arrear : it already amounts to more than 


ten millions; and, as our reſources are daily dimi- 


niſhing, this arrear muſt neceſſarily increaſe. You 


will be ſucceſſively preſented with the drafts which 


we have been obliged to give to different people whom 
we could by no means pay in ſpecie ; I entreat you 


earneſtly to honour them duly, as well for preſerving. 
to the army the only means of obtaining credit that 
are left, as for doing juſtice to a ſet of men *, who 


are here ſacrificing their health, and porting every 
King of privation imaginable. | | 


Health ad reſp. 


PouSSIELGUE. 


bt Pouſſielgue alludes to thoſe ſpeculators, brokers, &c. who 
always attend the plundering expeditions of the French, and 


of whom fo ſtriking a deſcription is given by Deſcorches. See 
the Second Part of the Intercepied Correſpondenge, p. 184. | 
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Au Caire, le 24 Vendemiaire, an 8 
de la Republique Frangaiſe. 5 
E. PoUsSIELGUE, Contrileir det Depenſes de Arne, 


e&t Adm: inſirateur-general des Finances de | "Egypte, au | 
Fe MerLin, Membre du Directoire Executif. 


Citgen Diredtenr, - 


ron 4 que j'ai remis au Citoyen Dari la pre- 
mieère depeche que j'ai eu Vhonnenr de vous adreſſer, 


les conferences particulieres et qui ont eu lieu avec 


I'Effendi revenu de Damas, ont laifſe entretenir, 
nonobſtant la lettre du Grand Viſir, des voyes d'acco- 
modement qui peuvent devenir. extremement im- 


portantes pour la Republique F rangaiſe; mais elles 


dependent uniquement de la * que les Anglais vou- 
dront y prendre. | „„ : 


7 Général Kleber met ſous les yeux du Directoire 
les notes qui contiennent l'analiſe de la conference. 


II mẽeſt bien demontre que le Grand Viſir ſeroit-diſpoſe 


à faire tout ce que nous defirerions, s'il ne craignoit, 
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_qu'ala premiꝭre apparence 4 ſon ln avec 
nous, la Ruſſie rattayuat a Vimprovi e, PEmpire 


Ottoman, qui n'eſt pas en Etat de ſe defendre ; mais 


fi la Porte Etoit afſuree d'une alliance juiſſant-, qui 
ſoutiendroit bientot ſes foibles efforts, et finiroit par 


la rendre victorieuſe, elle ne balanceroit pas à prendre 


ſon parti, et cependant les diſpoſitions ſont toujours 


ſubordonnees a ce que les Anglais ſoyent dard avec 


lui, et avec nous. 


Or, ca is Kepubliqus Francaiſe ne peut rien 
craindre des Anglais, qui ne foit fort au deſſous de ce 
que l'établiſſement des Ruſſes dans la Mediterranee 
lui feroit perdre: qu'il n'y a pas a eſperer que pen- 
dant la guerre actuelle, on puiſſe obtenir aucune reſti- 
tution de la part des Anglais, autrement que par un 


prompt traitẽ qui leur preſenteroit d'autres avantages, 


et qu'en ſuppoſant mème qu'ils ne conſentiſſent 3 


aucune reſtitution, il n'y auroit aucun interet preſent | 


a continuer la Sem., et aucun inconvenient d ajour- 
ner nos reclamations d des tems plus heureux, Le 
DireQoire Executif, s'il goutoit le plan reſultant des 
notes que lui envoye le General Kleber, pourroit 


applanir toutes les difficultes, et, d'un ſeul coup, par - 


fon alliance avec les Anglais et la Porte, delivrer la 
Republique Frangaiſe de ces deux puiſſans ennemis, 
et de tous les autres, dont ils entraineroient neceſſaire- 
ment la chiite, 


Ft 4 les cas, il eft nbecſſaire d entamer vivement 


5 


des nggociations avec les Anglais, et avec la Porte, quand 
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ce ns feroit que pier gagner du temps, et dowier de I's 

rage à la Ruſſic, et la porter a declarer la guerre au 
Grand Seigneur, comme elle an en ente im- 
patiemment Foccaſion, 


ZN Salut et ede 
Povssercp. 
© * * 5 
TRANSLATION. 
LIBERTY. EQUALITY: : 


E. PovssreLGUs , Comptroller of the Expenſes of the 
Army, and Adminiſtrator- general of the Finances of © 
Egypt, to Citizen MERLIN, Member of the Executive 
Dany. 


Citizen Piber | | 1 


Swen the delivery to Citizen Barras of the firſt 
diſpatch which I had the honour to addreſs to you, 


* The name of Pouſſielgue is familiar to the readers of 
the Intercepted Correſpondence, , They have ſeen and ad- 
mired. his accurate e of the victory of Aboukir: he 
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the particular" conferences which have allen place 
with the Effendi, who is returned from Damaſcus, | 
have afforded us, notwithſtanding the letter of the 
Grand Vizier, ſome glimpſes of a plan of atcommo- 
dating matters, which may, in its conſequences, be- 
come extremely important for the Republic; its final 
ſucceſs, however, depends entirely on the part which 
the Engliſh may think an to * 8 
General Kleber ; is now engaged i in arranging for 
the Directory tie notes which contain the ſubſtance - 
of the conference. To me it is evident that the Grand 
Vizier would be diſpoſed to do every thing we could 
wiſh ; if he were not afraid that the inſtant his com- 
munications with us were diſcovered, Ruſſia would - . 
ſuddenly fall upon the Ottoman Empire, which is 
at this time in no ate of defence, But, if the Porte 
were ſure of a powerful alliance, which would ſup- N 
port her feeble efforts at the outſet, and finally reu- | 
der her victorious, ſhe, would not heſitate an inſtant 
in forming her reſolution. After all, theſe mea- 
appears here in a new light; and though his views for this coun- 
try cannot be conſidered as evineing much knowledge of our 
character or connexions, yet his obſervations, as far as they 
reſpect France, muſt be allowed to be judicious. It would be 
ſuperfluous to dwell on the importgnce of this letter, or to 
call the reader's attention to the hopeleſs ſituation af the French 
affairs in the Mediterranean. The deſultory whining of Le 
Roy ſhowed that their commerce was annihilated there; the 


ſtrong and concluſive repreſentations of Pouſſielgue prove that 
their military influence will not long ſurvive it. 


PART III. . 


@OPIES or 
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ſures, as 1 have already ſaid, cannot bn put in exe» 
cution unleſs the Engliſh become a party in them, 
and unite with the Porte and with us, 


+ * 1 


Now as the French Republic has nothing to appre- 
hend from the Engliſh, which is not trifling when 
compared with the loſſes ſhe muſt -inevitably ſuſ- 
tain from the eſtabliſhment of the Ruſſians in the 
Mediterranean; as there is not a chance of recover- 
ing from the Engliſh any part of what they have 
taken from us during the preſent wn, but by an im- 
mediate treaty, which ſhould hold out to them equi- 
valent advantages elſewhere; and, on the ſuppoſition 
that they would agree to no reſtitution, there would 
be no preſent purpoſe anſwered by continuing the 
war, and no inconvenience ſuſtained by adjourning 
our claims (reclamations) 1 4 happier period ; the 
Executive Directory, if it ſhould reliſh the plan 
reſulting from the notes which General Kleber is 
preparing to ſend home, may eafily remove every 
difficulty ; and by an alliance with England and 
the Porte, deliver, at one ſtroke, the French Re- 
public from theſe two powerful enemies, and from 
all the others, whoſe fall their defection from the al- 
ag would neceſſarily enſure. os . 


At all events, 1T 1s INDISPENSABLE TO OPEN NE 
- GOTIATIONS IN THE MOST EARNEST. MANNER WITH, 
THE ENGLISH AND THE PORTE ; EVEN IF NO OTHER 

ADVANTAGE SHOULD RESULT FROM THEM THAN. 
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GAINING IR, AND GIVING OFFENCE TO RUSSIA 3 
ſuch offerice as ſhould induce her to declare war 
againſt the Grand Seignivr, to an opportunity of do- 
ing which ſhe n to Jon forward with impa- 
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LIBERTY, | weten 


4 Quartier General du Cairt, le 20 Vendenidire, 
an 8 de la Republique Sch une et indi- 
vil ble. | 


Da MAS, Giniral de Diviſion, Chef de Þ Eiat Major, : 


General de I Armie, au MINISTRE DE La GUERRE, 


J A1 Phonneur de vous adreſſer, Citoyen Miniftre, 
la Proclamation du General Bonaparte a Varmee en 


la quittant, et celle du General Kleber en en prenant 


le rn en chef: 


Les ordres du jour, et les 4 numẽros du Courier 


| d'Egypte qui N 2 cette derniere Epoque : 


_ Lietat des officiers generaux, et Etats majors, et 


; ſuperieurs des corps ch ſont morts a rams e juſqu a 


ce jour: 


L's tat hos promotions que leGeneral en \ Chef Kleber 


a cru indiſpenſable de * pour le bien du ſervice ; ; 
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vous en ſentirez vous-meme la neceſſits, en comparant | 
ces deux derniers. | 


5 Je vous prie, Citoyen Miaiſtre, de 3 au 
Directoire Executif la confirmation de ces grades, et 
5 de u m'en faire paſſer leg nominiations ——_ | 


'Jo ne puis encore „ stat ditaills de 5 
la ſituation generale de Varmee, parce qu'en prenant 
les fondions de Chef d'Etat Major, General, je rai 

pas trouve les etats particuliers néceſſaires pour le 
former. J'eſpere vous les faire parvenir par le pre- 
mier courier. 


tis nk, pas encore Ete poſſible de reunir ceux 
de tous les corps de Varmee diſſemines ſur une auſſi 
grande Etendue de terrein que celle que nous avons 
a dẽfendre; et dont la plupart ſont, en outre, fans ceſſe 
occupes 3 pourſui vre les Arabes, ou à combattre les 
8 Beys errans avec leurs partis, qui ſe groſſiſſent auſſitot . 
qu'on leur donne un moment de relache, . | 


Vous pouvez juger de Paffoibliſſement de Trarmẽe 
| par fa reduQion ieee depuis 1 un an. 


Son effeQf au 1 Vendemiaire, an 7,. Etoit de vths 
de 33,000 hommes: il eſt, en ce moment au deſſous | : 
de 22,000, dont il faut deduire deux mille malades 1 
ou bleſſes hors d'ẽtat de faire aucun ſervice ; et „ 1 
environ hors stat d'entrer en campagne, qui ne ſont 
point propres a . ſeryice 280 et dont partie © ou 
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ſujets dans ce Pays: 


preſens ſous les armes diminuẽ de moitiẽ. 


Pun depuis El Arich s'eleve juſqu“ au delà des pre- | 


Ton ſommet) et l'autre i les Catan juſqu au 


nacent d' invaſion de tous cotes.. 


DireQoire Exécutif, lui donne des renſeignemens plus 


Fe 


94 „ COPIES OF = 


bleſſes, on attaques de maux d'yeux preferent teſter 
dans les depsts plutot que de s'expoſer a gagner les 
maladies Epidemiques ayxquelles , les hopitaux Tout 


11 r6ſulte de ce tableau comparatif que e depuis u un 
an l'ẽtat de l'effectif eſt reduit d'un tiers, et deln des 


5 


Les ſeize mille hommes (environ) de toutes armes 
qui compoſent Varmee active, ſont rẽpandus ſur une 
ſurface de terrein compriſe dans un triangle, dont la 
baſe, depuis le Maraboud juſqu'a El Arich, a deux 
cent lieues à peu près; de meme que ſes cotes dont: 


mieres Cataractes (qui peuvent &tre conſiderẽes comme 


Maraboud. 


( 


1 prouve en ce moment, Citoyen Mi- 
niſtre, que lorſque les garniſons indiſpenſables pour 
la ſurets des places et des provinces ſont diſtraites du 
nombre d'hommes: en état d'entrer en campagne, il 
eſt impoſſible d'en reunir ſept mille ſur, un ſeul point 
pour $s'oppoſer aux efforts des ennemis, qui nous me- 


— 9 N 3 4 N 1533 wy 1 Sy 4, Fo = 
Te preſume que le EEE; en Chef en Ecrivant au 


circonſtancies ſur la ſituation de larmẽe et de toute la 
colonie. „ „ 
Salut 4 „ 

DAMAs. 


> 
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TRANSLATION. 
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* ee rar. 


Aal or THE EAST. 


wr e Cairo, 
October 11, 1799 · | 


Damas , General of Divi if ton, Chief of the Staff, 
General of the Army, to the Mix1STER Or Wax. 


T nave the honour of tranſmitting you, Citizen | 
Miniſter, the Proclamation of General Bonaparte to 

the army on taking leave of it; and that of General 
Kleber on taking upon him the Command in Chief: 


Alſo the orders of the day, and the four numbers 

of the Courier d' Egypte, which haye appeared f nce 
chat period. 

* Damas has already appeared in the Firſt Part of the In- 
tercepted Correſpondence. See his letter (p. 76), and what 
is there ſaid of him. Though there ſeem to be a great degree, 
_ Intimacy between him and Kleber, yet he probably owes his 


ad vancement to the head of the Staff no leſs to his own merit 


than to the kindneſs-of the, Commander in 2 He is, in- 
deed, a very excellent officer. | 


enabled to W it * the firſt courier, 


oorizs OF, 


” | 
in r the ence; aff, and commiſſioned 
officers of the different copy who **. died, up to 


this day: | N N 1 | 1 


The liſt of the promotions which Kleber, the Com- 
mander in Chief, has judged it indiſpenſable to make 
for the good of the ſervice. You will feel yourſelf 


the neceſſity of it in n thoſe two lis *. 


J entreat you, Citizen Miniſter, to requeſt the 
Executive Directory to confirm theſe promotions, and 
to tranſmit me the definitive nominations, | 


I cannot 7? you! a detailed eſtimate of the general 
ſituation of the army at preſent ; becauſe, when 1 
took upon me the function of Chief of the Staff, 1 
was not able to find the particular eſtimates from 
which it muſt neceſſarily be formed. I hope to be 


| Tt is ils out of my power, at "ils "noma to 
colle& thoſe of the various corps of the army, ſcat- 
tered as they are over fo prodigious an extent, of | 
country as that which we have to defend; and of 
whom the greater number are, beſides, inceſſantly 
occupied in purſuing the Arabs, or in combatting the 
Ps Beys and their partiſans, whoſe numbers 


* It has been Judged | proper to omit them 1 ne- 
eeflity of Kleber's promotions is but too apparent from his own 
ier. ' 


% 


2 


» 27 
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} 


rapidly increaſe the infant! we allow them. A ; moment 4 
_ | | 


You may judge of the feeble ſtate of me army, by 
its e nenen ſince this time laſt youes 


-- 


The number of effeQve men on the 22d of Sep- 
tember 1798 was above 33, ooo “; it is at preſent re- 
duced below 22,000 : from theſe muſt be taken 22000 
ſick and wounded, who are abſolutely incapable of 
any duty whatever; beſides 4000 utterly unable to 
take the field, or enter upon any active ſervice. Moſt 


II In eſlimating the army that Giſembarked in Egypt at 
7 42,000 (ſee the Second Part of the Intercepted Correſpond- 
ence, p. 196), it is evident that no deception was practiſed, 

no turn for exaggeration indulged. Even after the ſtorming, 
as it is called, of Alexandria, a place ſo ſtrong, that, accarding 
to Sonnini, the jackals uſed to leap in and out every night 
through the breaches in the walls, the numbers leſt in croſli ing the 
Deſert of the Nile, the bloody engagement on that river, and the 
numerous ſkirmiſhes which Bonaparte has dignified with the: 
name of Battles of the Pyramids, &c. &c. it appears that the 
effective force of the French ſtill conſiſted of 33,000 men; a 
calculation that leaves a deficit of gogo for the. ſick (who ap- 
pear, from Duyal's letter, Part I. p. 176, to be very numes, 
rous), the killed, and the wounded, in the ſhort ſpace of fif. 
teen weeks | It is probable that none of Bonaparte's admirers 
will be intrepid enough to deny this loſs. But then, they will 
ſay, he acquired poſſeſſian of the country by it. This may be 
granted them in their turn; and then it will only remain to 
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inquire whether the loſs of the 33,000 men that were left, at d 


which is ſure to be ſuſtained in the evacuation of it, will not 
rather overbalance that boaſted advantage? 26 


Parr Ul. 0 


98 AS; 


of theſe, though wounded, or laboucing under dif. . 
eaſes of the eyes, prefer ſtaying at their quarters, to 
expoſing themſelves to the epidemic complaints which 
e but nen generate in this cane 


} 


It reſults from this comparative ſtatement, that the 
effective ſtrength of the army is reduced a third within 
the laſt twelve months, and the actual number of 
| thoſe under arms decreaſed a full half, 
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The 16, ooo men 83 the forces of every | 
deſcription). which compoſe the army, are diſperſed | 
over a ſurface of country compriſed within a triangle, 

of which the baſe extends from Marabout to El 
Ariſch, a line of near two hundred leagues, which i is 
allo the length of its two ſides, of which that from 
El Ariſch reaches beyond the firſt Cataracts (which 
may be conſidered as its apex), and the other from 
he e again to Marabout. 


n 


—— — — 
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1 ally proves, Citizen Miniſter, at this 

| inſtant, that when the garriſons indiſpenſably neceſ- 

fary for the ſecurity of the fortreſſes and the provinces, 
are deducted from the number of men capable of 
bearing arms, it will be impoſſible to collect a force 
of 7000 men at any one point, to oppoſe the efforts 

of an enemy which menaces us with an irruption on 
every ſide. 
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* A (mall bay, a little to the fouth-welbt 4 Alexandrin 
where the French firſt landed, 
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I preſume that the Commander in Chief, when 
writing to the Executive Directory, gave them more 
circumſtantial information reſpecting the ſituation of 
the army, and every part of the colony. | 


* 


Health and reſpect. 


 Danas, 


. ern, | „ 


. 


| LIBERTE”. 1 EGALITE”, 


REPUBLIQUE PRANGAISE., 
wa Cate; le 1 Vendeminire, 3. 1 


E. Poussixlcus, Contrileur des Dipenſes de Arnie, 
et Adminiſtrateur Gentral des Finances de Egypte, au 
DIRECTOIRE EXECUTIF. 


ben Di recleuri, 
J. A1 été charge excluſivement, depuis Varrivee de 
'armèe en Egypte, de Vadminiſtration des Finances, et 


des autres parties qui tiennent à rea, N 
de ce pais, | 


Je crois vous devoir, après le depart du General 
Bonaparte, et dans la poſition critique où il nous laiſſe, 
un tableau abrégé, mais fidèle, des obſervations que 
j'ai recueillies, et des opinions politiques _ en ſow? 
le reſultat. : 
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Les voyageurs et les agents memes du Gouverne- 
ment Francais qui ont Ete en Egypte, fe ſont tellement 
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accordes dans les id&es exagerees qu'ils ont donnees 
ſur les richeſſes naturelles, et ſur les treſors que ren- 
ſermoit cette contree, que quinze mois de ſcjour, de 
recherches, et dexperiences par un grand nombre 
d'hommes eclairés, n ont pas encore toralement efface 
ces fauſſes impreſſions. 5 : 


on perde les revenus ordinaires, y compris lee 
douanes, de 49 à 50 8 on a mème Et} 2 2 
bo millions. 


II faut les reduire en tems de paix 3 19 Alone: un 


commerce bien entendu et Forge les n a . 


20 tems de Suerre 3 tel que _ of nous n'avons 
eeſſẽ d'etre, les revenus ne F exceder douze et 
treize millions. | 


T 


Laboadands en | Sod depend Labord bun bon : 
Nil, enſuite de Ia diſtribution des eaux. Il faut chaque | 


anne que les canaux ſoyent nettoyẽs; que les digues 

ſoyent repartes, et que chacune d' elles ne ſoit coupe 

ni plus tot ni ou tard, que Vinteret commun ne 
der. = 


JL Sen fn que la diſtribution des canaux et leur 
entretien ſoyent portes ici au degre « utilits qu'on eſpẽ · 

reroit trouver dans un pais dont la fertilite depend 

uniquement de l obſervation de ces deux . 


2 


"La * que le Nil eſt bon, un grand nombre de 


terres demeurent acute, faute G'ordre dans la coupe 


— 


* 
* _— 6 . — 28 Y n - ” 
— — m OY A 
— — — — — \ mY "i 
oy rr A Pe —— nn — bs —— 
7 — — 


——— 


e - * 
— . ̃ ——— — — a _ 
— A ND nn nn 


n 5 
eee: 
—— . — 
3 —— — 


= 
—— 
—— — 


— —— 
—— 
— 


*. 


— — TERS: a 
— . 
—— . "vole 


Rr en ee IR 


TO IO I — 
OE 


— big” 


n STE 
— ——— 


5 


e 54 : 
— © "OI 
N * — — ng 
wt, wg — a — 
LE © REI 
<4 


L \ — 888 
of LET 
: „ 


102 | 5 ISEPCEA" OF” 
des digues ; mais quand le Nil eſt mauvais ou mẽdlo- 
cre, le dommage eſt dix fois plus grand qu'il ne devroit 
| Fetre, parce que tous les villages. craignant de man- 
quer deat, ceux qui ſont les plus voiſins du Nil ſe 
hatent, avant le tems, de couper les digues, ce qui ne 
ſe fait pas ſans combat contre les villages intereſſes à s'y 
| oppoſer, et par ce procede inſenſe, une grande partie 
Les a dé; * fi wed * perd ſans utilite, 


"ſe 


— 


Mais . 3 que ſoyent les TEcoltes, 
elles ne peuvent, dans le ſyſteme actuel, accroitre les 
revenus du gouvernement, quoiqu'il ſoit lui meme 
proprietaire des deux-tiers des terres de PEgypte, tan- 
dis qu'un mauvais Nil ee confiderablement le 


evenly 555 a4 NSA „„ 


IS ſyſteme de finances de ren eſt enticrement ; 
feodal. TOR. 55 nies as. 2 + „ 


Le payſan aids 4 a en profit, moyennant une re- 
devance fixe qu'il paye en a ou en nature au pro· 


0 8 redevanoe ſe diviſe en trois eſpèces générales. 
Le Miri: C'eſt la contribution foncière due au Grand 
Seigneur: le proprietaire le pergoit et le paye enſuite 


aux Effendys gs den faire le recouvrement. 


Ce Miri, impoſe ſur les terres, monte à 3,000,000, 
fuivant toutes les matrices de roles que Jai i pu decou-. 
vrir. | : ö 3 5 5 f 
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La 2* eſpece de redevance. s 'appelte Fais. | C'eſt le 
cens ou revenu net, affects originairement au. propris⸗ 


taire; il monte Egalement pour toutes les propriẽtẽs, 
3 compriſes celles du ee e K ann 


1 * 


La anifes len Fappelle Be ou  Moudafa | 


elle ſe compoſe, 1. d'un excedent de revenus impoſẽ 
par le proprittaire par ſupplement au Fuis; 2. des re- 


quiſitions extraordinaires de toute eſpꝭce, faites. au vil - 


lage, ſoit en argent, ſoit em nature; 3. des. depenſes 


cauſces par des paſſages de troupes ou par la preſence 


du propriẽtaire; 4, de toutes les depenſes d ademini- 


ſtration du village et de ans aun fondations pions 
oy Ke. , N 3 9 f 0 : 1 bs 


"Cons troĩſieme eſpdce dra A tous 10 gerte | 


taires de TEgypre 6,400,000. 
F 


n y a entin ud produit de 1,300,006 provenant des 


droits que les Cachefs percevoient à leur profit dans les : 


e au ils eee. | 


Ainſi la totalite des revenus en argent que les culti- : 


vateurs des terres de PEgypte ſupportent, non compris 


les vols immenſes des Cophtes n les en eſt 


f 06.04 ANOGs > pt oy ui N 

II faut en d&duire trois millions deux cent mille 
livres pour le Fais et le Barani, des proprietes qui 
n'appartiennent pas au Gouvernement, et qui font. 
. Evalutes au tiers de 1 Egypiey il. anne 
we 10, 800, ooo. „„ 
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On ne peut obtenir au dels * cette fomme qu'en 
NED Nw" enen 


11 faut ajouter a ce-revenu, le Fais et le Barani qui 
ſe paye en nature, ee Wn n e ws dans les N 


2. 


9 ” 
CY 1 : 4 <2 of 
£1 PL 
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On eſtime eos a Is un million huid cent 


mille quintaux de toutes eſpttes de grains, pour la 


portion qui revient au Gouvernement, ce qui equi- 
vaut à un million de quintaux de froment pur à 
N. 10g. Bae em donne un ſomme de 3. $09,000. 


11 faut en deduire A ow bs 125 "do a 
vrement et de tranſport qui reviennent à 196. par 1 


tal Fendu au Kaire, reſte ? a 2,6 50, oo. b 


14 
1 
1 


9 tems de paix on eſtime les produits des douayes 
et des autres droits indirects à gj millions environ. 


La marque de la monnoye produit) DAG 
Vl reverius du Gouvernement en tems de paix 


ſeroient donc de 19 millions 200, ooo. 


Mais dans re tat de nar od nous ane les 
douanes et revenus indirechs ne Fe pas mas | 
gers. | ; 


1255 grains de la Haute Fgypte qu on ne peut 8 = 
fur les lieux, et qu'on n'a pas de moyens ſuffiſans pour 
faire deſcendre, ne . par * d'un * 
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b nan arroſẽs, n one d. * K 
demi. | 5 2 e 
II Glens. © encore ga vi. 1 


de penſions du pays qu'il a fallu canſeryers les fraix 
 relatifs à Ia Caravanne de la Mekke gui ont ste faits 
en partie anne paſſce, et qu il faudrs ſaire en tota- 
lite cette annbe, les depenſes ted Diyans ges proyinces- | 
et des Janiſſaires du pays: toutes n * 5 


5 ſorbent PHF G6: meinen. 


On ne e lows. comprer les revenus ede 2. 
Farmee. que pour 9 2 10 millions ; ſur lefquels il ne 
reſte qu enyiron deux willige a ee, 9 > wa 
fin ie Dame proghajn- . | 


Le General Bonaparte a book: fon les premiers ” 
mois de notre arcivee ſur les diferentes nations et-ſur = 
les negocians, environ quatre millions de contributions 
extraordinaires. II a fait percevoir un droit des deux 
cinquiemes des revenus d une anne ſur les proprictes 

foncières des particuliers qui a produit 1,200,000. _ 


Ces moyens ſont uſes: il n'y a plus de contributions 
extraordinaires à eſpẽrer dans un pays ſans aucun 
commerce depuis dix-neuf mois; Þ argent des Chretiens . 

eſt epuiſe; on ne pourroit en demander aux Turss,. 
ſans occaſionner une rẽvolte, et &Aailleurs « on nien 
obtiendroit pas; Vargent eſt enfouĩ; et les Turcs, plus 
encore que les Chretiens, ſe laiſſent empriſonner, jo 
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hiflent aſſommer de coups, et avzLayss. uns $8 
92 Sor LAISSE” COUPER ol *** Plutot * 4 
3 couvrir leurs treſors. i „„ 1 


* Y 


Le recouvrement des revenus ſe commence en 
Frimaice pour les pays cultives en rizières; en Plu- 
vioſe pour ceux cultivẽs en bled et autres denrees, 
mais qui payent en argent; 5 et a n lefndor IE ceux 5 
__ Faxen en nature. eee : 


. 


Les 3 aeg encore plus à leur argent que 

les habitans des villes: ils ne payent qu'a la dernière 

extrẽmité et ſou a ſou, leur argent eſt cachẽ; leurs 

denrees et leurs effets ſont enfouis; ils ſavent qu'il 

faudra toujours finir par payer, et qu'en le faiſant 

volontairement aux Epoques fixes, ils Epargneroient 

des contraintes qui leur coũtent le double et qui les 

ruinent. Ils aiment mieux attendre une colonne de 

troupes; s'ils la voyent venir, ils s'enfuyent avec * | 

| femmes, leurs enfans, et leurs beſtiaux, et Von 
fd Co trouve plus que des cahutes e, 

ctrcyent tre aſſez forts pour r ſiſter, ils ſe battent et 

appellent les villages voiſins et meme les Arabes a leur 
5 ſecours.— Ils ont toujours des hommes a l'affüt pour 

| etre avertis à tems de Nen ot des woußen 
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ee on pagk attraper 10 abate: a village: 

on les mene en priſon, on on les retient juſqu'à ce que 
Ute village ait paye, et ce moyen eſt lent, et ne reulht _ 
pas toujours. Si on parvient à leur enlever leurs 
chameaux, leurs buffles et leurs troupeaux, ils les 


| Sexpoſent- Aa, mioutir de lm; en luiſtem leuts teres 
e 3 rn 0 ng: Ni Sd. 
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11 a ed Fes e eee des ſeine 


provinces de l' Egypte une colonne de 60, 90, o 100 
hommes uniquement employẽs à forcer les willages a 
payer; et ſouvent apres deen nec ebe Als re- 
1 de bra hole s <4 Pty Ew 


* \ ESA e 
1 eſt facile 44 Magier toutes les eee les 
degats, et les dẽſordres qui accompagnent ſouvent 


leurs n Ht ſevere n etre la a. 


. » 5 
cipline. 5 | : 7 [2 # 1 1 <-> 8 * ö * 3 1 * Pe; o PRE F Fo 79 1089" » 
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Un incouvCnient eee voppofe a aux recouvre- 


mens pendant les huit mois où I' Egypte n'eſt pas 
inondee: Ceſt le tems ' ods les Arabes peuvent faite 


leurs courſes; on les deſcentes ont lieu, et od l'on eſt 
menacẽ d'etre attaque de tous les cõtẽs. Il faut alors 
ſe battre tous les jours, et à peine une colonne a- t- elle 


entrepris une tournee, qu'elle eſt forete de e- d | 


ſur ſes pas pour aller punir des villages revoltes, 
4 des NY et des-Arabes, 0 ain 


* 4 


hike recouvrement gs grains a encore -plusdiffcile— 5 


il faut également par la bayonneis contraindre les vil- 
lages & payer ceux qu'ils doivent; il faut les tranſporter 


dans des magazins — NNE 1 enfin 


les youu filer ſur le Kaire. 7 r 
VO 1 2 e 1 W N 
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Quand eee les deux premiere 
mice à vaincrele plus difficile; à cauſe du pk nombe | 
dee bateaux qu'on peut employer à ces t tranſports et 
parce qu ils ne peuvent etre faits que pendant les quatre 8 
mois od le Nil eſt nabigable.— Depuis notre artiuke, Lt 
il a ẽts detruit un tres-grand nombre de barques qui; 
faute de bois de ehauffuge; ont etẽ 'brulces : elles nοẽỹ 
pas ẽté et ne pouvoient etre remplactes; une partie 
de celles qui reſtent, eſt ſans eeſſe employte aux 
mouvemens des wine qui men nn N 5 
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Lanhee paſſte il a fallu acheter nennt au | Kaird 
pour la ſubſiſtance- de Partnbe, et malgrs Vextreme 
peEnurie d'argent, pour 300,000 de bled, tandis que nous 

en avions dee en n. a i 0 Egyptes | 


— ee, 
* * 2 9 9 
* —— 
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ee ee ont enen . 5 
les grains du Gouvernement. Il en reſulte un autre 
Inconvenient ; la ville du Kaire manque de bled, et 
Vinquietude du peuple pour la nnen 4 ann, 

quelque fermentation. 

5 Malgrs tous ces dcomwEnient, 1 y vat N 
rannte paſſce du numeraire; le commerce de lunnzbe 
prẽctdente en avoĩt apporte, et lors du dipart du 
Gintral Bonaparte il toit encore uu, erpendunt, 7 a 
10 millions a a Parinie, dont ume Willems) 2 n 164 15 

N xy ö 
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ne voit plus que des medins = en . we, 
rapidite inconcevable. 
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i Cette ovens wk qu'un peu plus. un denn dels 
valeur intrinſẽque des autres monnoyes., Avant le 


guerre on eramoit he de piaſtres dEſlpagney jet! 


on emportoit des medins, à preſent les piaſtres & ſont 


_ Ecoulves par le commerce:du-eafls avec} Yemen, o 


elles ont ẽté fondues à la monnoye, enſbrte qu ellas 
augmentent de valeur ainſi que les chinnoyes d or, en 
raiſon de leur raretẽ, et de la plus grande abondance 


des medins. Il en tẽſulte le rencherifſemens des den- 
rẽes tt u Dh 2 dans eee u | 


ns : | e OT 
; | ; 33 898 21 8 
ee e 7 2 
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85 1'Egypte, par une ſuite ſemblable de Ja ceſſation. da 


commerce, eſt un inconvenient bien plus grave; Jil. 


_ achevera de ruiner ce pays, car les villages devant 

toujours payer les memes ſommes, et ne pouvant Þi | 
exporter, ni trouver {3 vendre leurs denrees, leurs 
habitans vont Fee r6duits à la dernisre misère et 


Varmee qui avoit déjà tam de Peine à avoir de Tangent | 


quand il y en avoit encore, va Etre 

Fm W cites! N 
251 NA 
4 cailſe a band *t e We t 
chaque mois, dici à quelque -terns, on n'aura pas Ia 
perſpeRive de recouvrer plus de 2 3 $00,020, tandis 
que 8 e anne 
15 mois, 


* preg Midas: ad; 4. bebe 
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A mais il eſt diffmull, air en faut 4 betucdup L 
qu'il nous aime, quoiqu'il ait 6t6 trait avec plus d ẽgards 


ere, N Ned accorde a à aueun wen ene 


* * A1 7 
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FRO ann a toute SG fincere. | . 5 


” + 121 


bye difference des)! inerars; 8 üs nes im 
| portante de la langue, et ſurtout leur religion, ſont des © 


1. deteſtent hs a ks aide acta 5 il 
craignent le joug de Conſtantinople; mais ils ne 


ſouffriront jamais le nötre que dans l'attente de le 


ſecouer, Ils nous accorderoient ſeulement la pres 


ference ſur toutes les anden * ils _ 1 *. 
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ee avons ; p ici autour ploy nous, * mill 
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ennemis cachẽs, your: un ami ER #4; 5 
Nous avions Sat a entretenir une "CRP jatelli- . 
| gence avec le Cherif de la Mekke, et les lettres qu' "it | 


avoit Ecrites au General Bonaparte et a moi avoient 


lieu de preſumer qu'il a changs de diſpoſitions à notre 
 Egard, et qu'en ſuivant les infinuations des Anglois, 


qui ont actuellement des forces dans la Mer Rovge, it 


* 3 


$ Fi rang du cote de nos ennemis. 2415.27 hy 


6 0 PE * * 4 


"Anas? avions 31,000 homes ſous les armes '# . 


X 


tranquiliſẽ un moment les conſciences des Muſulmans 
de PEgypte: mais des eſpions qu'il a envoyes au 
Kaire depuis que le Grand Viſir eſt a Damas, donnent 


bien portants A notre arrivẽe en Egypte. Il n' Chas 
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die que les Mameloucks et les Arabes 3 à combattre, et 
cependant, ils occupèrent excluſivement et chaque 
Jour, . a ha _ de ſr or toute cette a armee. bj 
Aujour#hui bs Dna, quoique . 

exiſtent encore preſque tous, et peuvent, en un mo- 
ment ou Parmee ſeroit och pee ailleurs, ſe rẽunir très- 

promptement. Ils nont perdu que quatre ou cinq 
ſous - chefs:—les principaux qui reſtent ſont e 
* et ont du credit. , PET: | 


- 


Les A 2900 pas diminoé dh nombre, ils nous 
haiſſent autant qu'a notre arrivèe; et leur vie er- 
rante les empeche de nous craindre. | 5 

Quand nous . acbarguts, les Egyptiens ont 
_ cri, comme nous le leur difions, que c'toit accord 
avec le Grand Seigneur, ils ſe ſont ſoumis avec plus de 
docilite : a preſent, ils ſont bien convaincus du con- 
traire; ceux qui paroiſſent nous ſer vir, ſe croyent, 
par notre MENSONGE, autoriſcs a nous trahir; ils le 

feront à la premiere occaſion ; et dẽjà ils trefſailloient 
de plaifir lors du n de e dernier 

a Aboukir. / 


| Mais 1 à ces vombteun ennemis av ied der > 
quels nous vivons, viennent ſe reunir ceux du dehors; 
que le Grand Viſir meme, avec les principaux officiers 
du Grand Seigneur, raſſemblent toutes les forces Ot- - 
tomanes pour nous attaquer ſur divers points a la fois, 
Par torre et par oy et qu 1 a Neu auriliaires les 
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| Anglois et les Ruſſes; qu'il invite les grande et am. 


peuples d'Egypte a la revolte; qu enfin le den 


d' Arabes qui nous Etoient demeurts attaches, nous 


abandonnent pour fe joindre a lui; il eſt facile de e 


eevoir Wo notes e devient deſeſpirce, | $3144 


ab wat: une” ie en fait une autre a 
Pinftant ; ; il a EE battu àu Mont Tabor—deux mois 
apres il a ẽté à Aboukir ; le meme tems set ecouls, 
et il va encore ſe faire battre · tout à Pheure i Salahieh. 


Mais chaque victoire nous coùte nos meilleurs ſoldats, 


et leur perte ne ſe repare pas. Un revers nous antantiroit - 


tous, et quelque brave que ſoiĩt W nd ne ue: 
_ Peviter encore bien e > GR "4.04 


a 


La guerre nous a enlevẽ e officiers gene 


raux, tels que le Génëral Caffarelli, le General Dom- 
martin, le General Bon, 1e-General Rambault, et le 
Genẽ ral Dupuis; preſque tout le corps du Genie, et 
une très- grande partie des Chefs de Brigade d Infanterie 
et de Cavalerie. II eſt parti pluſieurs Generaux eſlir 


Iver et le en W en a emmené ci 


.- Parnife, Cond, habits, et . 1 1 et 


*. munitions, .r6duite à moins des deux tiers 
en nombre, n'a pas plus de onze mille hommes 

en stat de marcher à l. ennemi; quoiqu'il paroiſſe 7. en 
avoir ſous les armes environ 16 4.14 mille, mais C'eſt 


que beaucoup de ſoldats préſents a Pappel, aiment 


mieux malgrè leurs bleſſures, ou leurs maladies faire le | 


” 


$ : 
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cri * auanties que te Ab b6pitiux, % 
ou dans les depdrs'y lorſqu il agi dle fire une mhrehe 
un pen Ros et de nn, * r | 


I-44 72. = 2 „ 1 


be paid, bs 4 ſenteries, ie biedere et 
autres maladies non moins communes ici, ont mis 
le n * katie nee MSN de combat. | 


5 


- 43 


24 


Lai! Wenne nes 41 peuvent ele ſont 


epuiſes de fatigues, affoidlis par le climat, les blef- 

ſures et les maladies qu? ils ont elſuys es, et denn, cou- 
nge eſt diminus en proportion. eee ts 

Avec ce petit hb homme, i1 891 * 
vrir cing cent lieues de ſuperficie, contenir trois 
millions d'habitans qui ſont autant d'ennemis, garnir 
les places et les forts 3 Alexandrie, Roſette, Rahma- 
nie, Gizeh, Beniſuef, Medine, Miniet, Siout, Girgé. 


Kené, Koſſeir, le Kaire, Suez, Mitt Kaniar, Sala- 


'bieh, El Ariſch, Bilbeis, Catieh, Damiette, Man- 
ſoura, Semenoud et El Benouf. Si le Grand Viſir at- 
taque, on ne pourra oppoſer plus de 5s a 6000 
hommes A toutes les forces Ottomanes qui ſeront à 
ſes ordres, Er s 71 fait une double : attaque, il entrera 


dans le pays ſans qu'on puiſſe en emptcher, e qui 


ſcroit arrivẽ au General Bonaparte, fi en meme tems 


que les Turcs ſaiſoient un debarquement; à Aboukir, . 
ils euſlent fait marcher L arme arme en un uy Fares 


* — » : * « — * 
. * -— Ns ; > * 
8 I : 7 * 4 4 # iz # . ” w 4, a - 2 * . 
* 5 A : - 7 
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"tis ks: mois; il foul ks. une — fois 
par Pepreuve funeſte de la peſte, qui peut faire des ra- 
vages Epouvantables. Cette perſpective e abat 
les courages les 11 75 Sten Mb | 


Pour comble de malheur, le Nil de cette and 2 &te 
extremement mauvais, en ce qu'il geſt ecouls tout de 
ſuite, ſans que les terres ayent eu le tems d'etre ſucceſ- 
ſivement arroſces, Nous ne pourrons retirer aucune 


contribution des villages qui n' auront pas eu d'eau, et 
nous ſommes menaces de la 9 affreuſe misere. 3 


4 


1 n'eſt pas un foldat, 1 un officier, 1 un benen qui | 
ne ſoupire apres ſon retour en France, perſuades ' 


comme ils le ſont, qu'ils ſacrifient i ici, be 8 
leur patrie, leur ſants et leur vie. 


# 


+: 


| Cependant Taprds la ſituation of font tes affair 


en France, et puiſque depuis quinze mois, il n'a pas 


5 poſſible de nous envoyer des ſecours, nous ne de- 
vons plus en eſperer daſſez e N ls Glen 
favorable ẽtant wy, | I | 
Larmee a vu avec plaiſir le General Kleber avoir le 
a PRE apres le depart du General Bonaparte; 
e ne pouyoit lui inſpire Plug d'eſtime et de 


oy 


LY 


Mais it eſt bie 8 et de fert, et 855 


tache qu'on lui a laiſſee eſt difficile, plus il craindra 
| 0 Feomter des ſentimens commandes par les cireon⸗ 


Ki" 


| / | 
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flances et pour Vinteret de lame, mais que par Iz 
ſuite on e taxer de timidits,” BO e BELT 

be. ee ee, oa; 


N- ayant pas la mane reſponſatilit, je ne crains pas, 8 


Citoyens Directeurs, dex poſer a vos yeux la verite; 

et telle que vous la liſez, vous la trouveriez bien affois 

blie, fi les bornes d'une lettre permettolent Gentrer dang 
de plus grands details, VV 


I. Egypte tun ſuperbe MEN ; notre Anka n "eſt 


qu'un effet des circonſtances, elle prouve ſeulement que 
nous y ſommes venus trop tot, et qu'il n ell * encore. 


tems de nous F3 nate | 


— 


1 


Il n'y a —_— que ſi nous ẽtions les maitres 


 paiſibles de I'Egypte, en peu dannees nous en ferions 
diſparoitre la plupart des flẽaux qui la defolent, tels 


as la peſte et les Arabes, et que nous donnerions "= 

Fagriculture et au commerce une vie nouvelle qui ra- 
meneroit ce pays à ſon ancienne {| ſplendeur—ce ſeroit la 
plus belle colonie de univers qui Werne e | 


4 ' 


le 1 du commerce du u monde 5 7 . 


*% 


4 


Mais 's VEgypte eſt bomke par les a mers et pat 
des deſerts. 7 SOIT Ss | big ryan 5 25 


3 


„ wr A 3 EA 


n faut avoir une marine puiſſkties pour « tre maitre : 
dy aborder, et ſurtout pour proteger ſon commerce & - 


© BI; 
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* = % * « # * 
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$4 P 
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en 3 tous les wants An promet. 
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La Ns Francoiſe eſt entertain ma- 
rine: elle ſera longtems encore, avant den avoir crẽt 
; une qui 2 Wan avec celle de ſes enn, 


1 Vouloir LEE 1'Egypte ds avoir ir aucun moyen | 

; op V porter, d'y aſſurer des ſecours de toute eſpẽce, c 'eſt 
$expoſer à etre force de Tabandonner a a h Rulſlie « ou I 
: Angleterre, qui ſous Protexte de nous en chaſſer, s 

Etabliroient, et des lors 8 mettroient bient6t en Co 


* nous en ns POup wüten. ] 


Ke a pourrions encore nous y. maintenir, g vous 
| avions le conſentement de la Porte, mais fi Fon n "2 pas . 
crũ pouvoir PFobtenir avant notre invaſion, on le powrs 

bien moins aujourd'hui que la Forte s'eſt miſe a la 
merci des Ruſſes et des Anglois ; ; et füt-elle, contre 
toute apparence, diſpoſce par des anfilenitons poli- 
tiques, a a nous laiſſer occuper VEgypte proviſoirement, 


Jamais. les Anglois n ne le lui permettrolent. 
# ts} 3 3+} 


- 7 Quand erpsitien n 2 eu . nous is Eder 
en paix ſur le Continent; nous avions encore un reſte 
de marine dans la Mediterranee ; nous poſſẽdions 
toute Italie, Corfou, et Malte; on pouvoit eſperer 
d'obtenir le conſentement au moins tatite du Grand- 
Seigneur, et on ſeroit arrive au but que Pon ſe propo- 
. ſoit contre les Anglois, car je penſe avec tout le monde, 
qu'il sagiſſoit en les faiſant tremblet pour leurs poſ- 
ſeſſions de Inde, de les forcer a une 10 avan- 
* your la . en faiſant de Tev tion 
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de VRgpte, vn objet de compenſation 
tutians n * een 


#7 


Mais 1 Jaralle ho 5 33 a {wade 8 | 


elle a detruit notre marine; elle nous a empeches de | 
recevoir le reſte des forces qui nous Etoient deſtintes, 
elle a laifſe à nos ennemis le champ libre pour nous 

faire declarer la guerre par la Porte, elle a rallumé 
celle qui ẽtoiĩt mal <teinte avec Empereur d'Alle- 


magne, elle a ouvert la Mediterranse aux Ruſſes et 


les a portes. ſur nos frontières; ; elle nous a fait bient6t 
perdre Italie et les belles poſſeſſions dans FAdriatique 


que nous avions des aux heureuſes campagnes du 


: General Bonaparte; enfin, elle a fait 3 3 Vinſtant ayorter 
tous nos projets, puiſqu'il n'a plus fallu depuis, 
ſonger A inquiéter les Anglois dans les Indes—Le- 
peuple d'Egypte, que nous avions di confiderer comme 
ami, comme alliẽ, devenoit ſubitement notre ennemi, 
et, environnés entierement par les Muſulmans, nous 


nous- trouvions reduits à une defenſive difficile fans 


F entrevoir aucun but 1 5 


Ae i ne out plus * Todtenir que les 


1 prennent en conſideration dans un traité de 


paix V'evacuation de Egypte. Ils ſavent d'abord-1'ctat 
de de nuement et de foibleſſe oi nous y ſommes reduits, 


ce qui nous met dans l'impoſſibilité de rien tenter 


contre eux : ils ſavent que quand mEme nous recevri- 
ons des ſecours, ce qu'ils empecheront de tous leurs 
moyens, nqus n'en ſerions pas plus ayances tant que 


Mus aurons à combattre les Muſulmans, ei ils ſont 
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afforts que Ia Porte r nie fern pas la paix ſans leur con- 


ſentement, ou ſans que la condition preliminaire, pour 


2 


celſer la ns ne ſoit Evacuation Lg ESI? Dy 


Ain notte but eſt manqué ſous ce rapport, qui _ 


peut plus concerner les Anglois ; et que ſoit a titre 
de conquete, ſoit a titre de colonie, nous ne pouvons 
plus conſerver I ens, . | 


Mais il y a Für; : C'eſt que fi nous tardont 2 a traiter, 
nous ſommes dans un tel ẽtat de foibleſſe, que nous ne 


ſerons plus a tems de la faire; et que le reſte de Varm&e 
périra, ou qu'il faudra Evacuer ſans conditions, tandis 


qu'on peut encore faire de cette Evacuation le prix du 
retabliſſement de la paix avec I'Empire Ottoman, et 
avec les puiſſances Barbareſques, reſſerrer nos an- 


ciennes liaiſons avec la Porte, et reprendre dans le 


Levant le commerce excluſif dont nous Jouiſſic ions. . 


Ce traits 8 les Anglois ne peuvent etre ẽtran- 
gers, prcpareroit la paix qu'il eſt tems enfin de faire 
avec eux; il ameneroit infailliblemnt une declaration 
de guerre de la Ruſſie à la Porte, et opereroit une 


heureuſe diverſion dans nos affaires d' Europe; nous 


paurrions eſptrer de reprendre, ce que nous avons bed 


LY 


dans 40 Mediterranbe. 


* 0 
* 
* 


| Cette opinion me paroit d' autant plüs fondée, que ; 
les Anglois ne peuvent voir fans quelqu' inquietude et 
| fans une ſecrette jalouſie, les progres des Ruſſes, bien 


plus dangereux as eux 1 notre puilſance cont 


— 


N 
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| 3 aujourd'hui que notre marine.eft due. et 
que nous avons e nos eee matitiaas, 


5 


| Is ſeu e qui pourroit n nous , permettre 4 
conſerver I'Egypte, ce ſeroit une prompte declaration 
de guerre des Ruſſes à la Porte: toutes les forces Or 
tomanes qui ſe portent ici, voleroient bien vite à la 
defenſe du centre de Lempire. Le Grand- Seigneur 5 
conſentiroit alors à la paix aux conditions qui nous 
conviendroient, TN, 
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Mais il eſt Rebell qu' à moins Pony traits balance 
entre la Republique Frangaiſe et la Ruſſie, qui 
pourroit un moment nous Ctre utile, mais qui ſeroit 
impolitique, cette derniere puiſſance attendra que la 
Porte Ottomane ait fait la paix avec nous pour lui 
declarer la guerre, car en nous battant avec-la Porte, 
nous avons ſes forces et ſes moyens, 0 ſt travailler 
pour la Ruſſie, qui de ſon côté ne pouvant faire la 
guerre à la Porte ſans lui faire auſſitot conclure la paix 
avec nous, va au meme but ;—de detruire cette puiſ- 
ſance, en faiſant la guerre aux F rangais qu elle; fait 
etre ſon ſeul appul, _ 5 


1 7 92 . 


L'on regarde aujourd'hui l Empire Ottoman comme 
un vieil edifice pret a s crouler; les puiſſances de l' Eu- 
rope 8 appretent depuis longtems A s' en partager les 
lambeaux, et pluſieurs politiques croyent cet EvEne- 
ment tres-prochain : dans cette hypotheſe il eſt con- 
venable, penſent-ils, que la France ait ſa part de la 
. et IE gypie eſt ſon lot, x 
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Tho l corte oF 


Si cette 5015. de v EMpire Ouenbe qui nest Hen 
moins que ſure, quand on conſidère combien elle ame- 
neroit de diſcuſſion, et d'oppoſitions entre les grandes 


* 


puiffances de l Europe, meme entre celles qui ſe ſe- 
roient combinces pour cet objet, quand on confidere | 


encore qu'il fera ẽternellement de Vinteret de la France, 
de P Angleterre, de la Pruſſe, et meme de FEmpereur 


de fy eppeſer, fi cette ruint, dis-je, Fniſſpit par ſe 


conſommer, la France ſeroit toujours à tems d'avoir 


_ FEgypte, d'ailleurs les Frangoĩs y ſeroient appellés par 
les Turcs mme, quand ceux- ci ſe verroient menacẽs N 


par les Rulles, 127 5 ils haillent mottellement. x 


- 


Ia Brands eſt un fi beau pays, les 3 font 1 
puiſſans par leur nombte, par leurs richeſſes, et par 


leur poſition à I'egard des autres puiſſances, gu "ils ve 


F 


peuvent rien gagner d un  bouleverſement de Europe: 


tandis que ce bouleverſement peut creer une nouvelle 


puiſſance dominante qui lui enleveroit tous ſes avan- . 


1 dans la Mediterrance. ; 


En me reluthant, Ci itoyens Ditedteurs, 3 je Gch 
que nous ſommes trop Eloignes, et que les EvEnemens 
ſe preſſent trop pour qu il ſoit peſl ible d'attendre, vos 
ordres avant de procyre un parti, a moins de compro- 
mettre les inter&ts de la Republique, la Turete et la 


gloire du reſte de Farmce. 


| Quiinfailliblement il faudra Evacuer Egypte, en 
retavlifſant a ce prix la paix et tous nos anciens &, 


ports avec les Ottomans et les Barbareſques. 
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"Ga tout ce que vous avez à eſperer maintenant, 
quelque ſoyent vos vues ſur I'Egypte, c'eſt dans la 
diſpoſition oh eſt le General Kleber, que VEvacuation - 
ſoit retardee le plus poſſible, par les lenteurs quit 
cherchera a apporter dans les negociations 6 © on a * 
bonheur de negocier. „ 


Qu'enfin, f Lévacuation a ien ſans qu's on al 
attendre vos ordres, c'eſt qu elle aura été inEvitable, _ 
et que dans l'ignorance où nous ſommes ici de la vẽ- 
ritable ſituation de la France et de l Europe, cette 
Evacuation ſe trouve commandee par la prudence, « « 
d accord avec nos interets N . 
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| TRANSLATION. 


LIBERTY), nqpALITY: | 


SS wh 


FRENCH REPUBLIC, 


i 


Caim, Septenter 22, 1799. 


I. 


K. Poussirouz © 2, - Cty of the Expenſes of the 
Amy, and Admins iftrator-general of the Finances of 
 Exypt, ta r Dix Ecroxr. 


| Citizen Directors, | ES 


Inv been excluſively charged, ſince the arrival of 
os. * * in Egypt, with "Oy I of the 


* This is the longeſt letter yet received from Egypt, 1 
many reſpects, the moſt important. It is no exaggeration to 
ſay, that it contains truer views of the finances, polity, &c. of 
that country, than moſt of the volumes written expreſsly on the 
ſubjeck. But it is not in this light alone that this maſterly pro- 
duction comes recommended to the reader; it corroborates all 
Kleber's ſtatements; it paints the miſeries of Bonaparte's de- 

ſerted troops in the moſt forcible manner; and -it ſeems ex- 
preſsly drawn up (from an elaborate examination of facts) to 
prepare the French Government for the news they will ſhortly 
receive, either of the total loſs of the . Army of the Eaſt, or 


onklefNAL berriss, 15 2 PIN 


. 


#rako, and of the other departmer 
Wc n ann 409 (n 


24 CN 72 1 
U Fc 4.3% SARI 


I conceive I owe you, after the 8 of G 
ral Bonaparte, and in the eritieal Htuaten in which 


he left us, à eonciſe but Tkithfu] tepreſeritition-df be. 


obſervations which I have collecteds asc the pelfttenl! 
nn which e e e namen e ers i W p 


8 24 141 1 SS 1 45 Lak 


Travellers, and even the agents of the n Go- 


verument, who have been in Egypt, have ſo'eordtally. 
agteed in the exaggetated ideas Which they have difs 


ſeminated reſpecting the natural riches, and the treu · 


ſures which this cbuntry contains,” that's reſidence of 
fifteen months, with multiplied” reſearches,” and expe- 
riments by a great number of enlightened men, have 
not yet n en e the falſe IRENE they had 


| I" {3.668 + I i}, 4,44 45 tha n 4008 R 


2 1292 2 


The ordläary revenwes, — the . a; word 
eſtimated from 49 to $0;006,006;' fone" have even 
Carried then as far " nene, daes d ann won 


A #+ x EY A * 1 8 -þ 


They can y be reckoned; in time io Peaber art 
19,000,000 3 a ſyſtem of commerce well 3 
and well protected, might 2 cen to Pat gar 


? 19 » 


of 275 This will not come n on . 

though, with a diſſimulation equal. to his cruelty, he affected to 
take no notice, in the letter which be left bebind bim, of any wants 
that might not be removed by a fupply of —— &c, or any 
diſtreſſes that might not de relieved by a company ot a * 
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In time of war 3 that in which we wo been 
ar engaged) the. revenues. do uot; SOD; any 
e exceed 12 or Sede e N ä 


ee in Egypt 3 firlt, on a A Nile 
and: ſecondly, on the diſtribution of the water: every 
year the . canals muſt be cleaned out, the dikes re- 
| Paired, and care taken that none of them be cut ſooner 

or later than the common intereſt —_— to EOS. 


F 


The diſtribution _ >" ee ak the canals 
are very far from being carried here to that degree of 
utility which one would expect to find in a country, 
| Whoſe fertility entirely depends on She obſervation of 
theſe two eee. | Abe Jetted 


ws when the Nile is. _ 2 great quantity of 
land remains uncultivated, for want of order in cutting 
the dikes : but when the Nile is bad, or middling, the 
Joſs is ten times greater than it ought to be, becauſe. 
all the villages being equally afraid of wanting water, 
thoſe who border on the river haſten, before the proper. 
time, to cut the dikes ; which is never done without a 

_ conteſt with the villages intereſted in oppoſing it: and 
by this inconſiderate method of proceeding, 2 great part 
of the water, already fo ſcarce, is | loſt WHO, pro- 
_— the leaſt eee | 


kot ie ba the lbs may 1 ey 
cannot, under the preſent ſyſtem, increaſe the revenues 


af the Government, although it be itſelf proprietor of 
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nv of the lands of Egypt; while, 2 | 


c 


N wb j 


The Egyptian ſyſtem: of finance is entirely feudal." 


* 


The peaſant ploy ghs and ſows for his own arias 


in conſideration of a fixed rent which he pays in 


moneys or in Kind, to the * 2. " * 


1 Ez 1 


34 


Tua: rent t may be divided into one aides heads. x 


The Miri: this is a + kind of 5 due tothe 
Grand Seignior ; the proprietor receives and # A 


Into the Effendi Wee to collect N s 


+ 


This miri, e on the 1 amounts to 


3,000,000 liyres, according to all the rent-rolls 
which fell ITE Re % pong wag 509 


: 5 
4 2 : 


The — Und ben is called 2 Fairs 1646 was - 
quit- rent, or neat income, originally appropriated to 


the proprietor : it amounts, like the former, for all the 
lands, _ of Government e to eee pre 
The third kind is called 1 or — 1 is 

| Sen firſt, of an over- charge of income, laid on 

by the proprietor by way of ſupplement to the fais. 
Secondly, of extraordinary requiſitions of every kind, 
made on the village, either of money or of produce. 
Thirdly, of expenſes cauſed by the paſſage of the 
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troops, or by the viſits of the ptoprietor. Fourthly, - 
of all the official charges of the village and the pro- 
vince, pious foundations, &c. &c. Theſe united, pro- 


| Suce from all me landed property of Egypt: b, 400. 


Beſides this, there is a ſum of 1,300,000 ariſing 
from the duties which the Cachefs uſed to collect for 
their own DE in the een which ny 


Thus it e that the ſun 9 af hid revenues 

in ſpecie which are raiſed from the cultivators of the 

unde of Egypt (excluſive of the immenſe peculations 

of the Copts who collect them) amounts pretty * 
to n 1 


From theſe moſt de - deduQted 0 Suid for 
the fais and the baranis of the lands which do not 
appertain to the Government, and which are eſtimated - 
at a third of Egypt: there will then BRAN to the 

| l 20, 800, 000. Ra TOY e 


1 f is not poſſible to obtain more than this, without 
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To dhüs revenue acl hs added the fais and barani 
which is paid in kind. This only takes place in 2 
: a of U . Egypt. : 
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to the Government: taking the whole as equivalent to N 1 
1, o00, oO0 quintals of good wheat, at 3 livres 10 ſols 15 q 1 
et with amour to. 3,500,000 du 5 . 1 


Fm this FUE kedelutiobGythoes 2 
penſes of collecting and carrying, which amount to 
17 ſols for every quintal delivered at Cairo: : there 
remain _ 2, 650, ooo livres. 


8 'In time ot peace the 83 of the "Ee at al. © _ 
the other indirect duties is n ſtated ah; „e it 
So Hy ad Sp ny | 


es. *K 72014; 
© 4) OR 


| The Mint produces - 50,000. 1 


From this it appears ar, the revenues. of the- BY, Z 
nment in time of peace will be 19, 200, ooo livzess; * 

the ſtate of war in which we. are, the cuſtoms e 

* indes revenues 4 not e more a e 1 

i, 300, ooo · : Th read _ 


The grain of Upper Egypt which is not ſold on 
the ſpot, and which we have not ſufficient means to- . 
bring down the country, will not ne eee N 
2 million. 


The diſcharges that muſt be given to the villages: 
for the lands not watered, will amount to more an 
1, Soo, ο | | f | 


T Al be deduRted. a 3 charges k. 
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and making het to the country, and which u we 
have been obliged to continue; the expenſes of the 
agcaravan to Mecca, which were partly ſupplied by us 
laſt year, and which muſt be wholly ſo, this; the 
expenſes of the Divans of the Provinces, and; of 

the Janiſſaries of the country: all theſe wan hy: 
n A e 


a 


5" 


- 


fe 3 is not poſſi ble, then, to take the revenues appro- 
priated to the army at more than ꝙ or 10,000,000 ; of 
this ſum there only remains about 2,000,000 to be 
obtained from this period to the 20th of December 
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General Bonaparte levied in the firſt months of our 
arrival on the different nations, and on the merchants, 
about 4,000,000 livres of extraordinary contribu- 
tions. He alſo laid a duty of two-fifths of a years 

revenue on the landed property of . which ; 

55 brought i in about N 5 e 


Theſe expedients 3 are worn out. No more extra- 
ordinary contributions can be looked for in a country 
where all trade has been at an end for nineteen 

months. The money of the Chriſtians is exhauſted; 
woe cannot aſk the Turks for any without occaſioning 
a revolt, and, beſides, we ſhould in no caſe obtain it. 
The money is hid; and the Turks, ſtill more than 
the Chriſtians, ſuffer themſelves to be impriſoned, to 
be beaten in the moſt cruel manner; nay, SOME oF 
THEM HAVE EVEN SUFFERED THEIR HEADS TO 
| ; | 4 5 


ORIGINAL LETTERSs 129 _ 


| By CUT OFF RATHER THAN DISCOVER -WHERE 
THEY HAD CONCEALED THEIR TREASURES *! 


The collection of the revenues begins in November 
for the rice- grounds; in January for the land appro- 
priated . to wheat, and other articles which pay in 


money; and in June for thoſe Which pay in kind. 


The peaſantry are Rill more tenacious of their 
money than the inhabitants of the towns 3 they never 
pay but when they are abſslutely forced to it, and 


even then ſous by ſous : their money is hid, their pro- 


duce and their other property buried in the ground; 


they know they muſt pay at laſt, and that by doing it 
voluntarily, and at the regular periods, they might 


ſave themſelves from thoſe violent meaſures which 


always coſt them double, or ruin them. They prefer 


waiting for a column of troops; if they ſee them com- 


ing, they immediately flee with their wives, their chil- 


dren, and their cattle ;. and the ſoldiers find nothing 


at their arrival but a number of empty hovels. If 
they "Oy themſelves ſtrong w—_— to refiſt, they 


nis moſt admirable plan of 1 which n 


: parte has introduced with ſuch eclat into Egypt (the country, . 


which, as he ſays, he went to civilize and ealighten), though 
worthy of his unbounded talents for finance, is not of his inven- 
tion ; he acquired the knowledge of it during his apprenticeſhip 


nk Robeſpierre, who, with his wonted facetiouſneſs, uſed to 


call the operation of the guillotine, coininG | 
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1 


give battle, and All i the neighbouring aiſles and 
even the Arabs, to their aſſiſtance, They have always 
ſcouts abroad to give them timely notice of _ W- 
proach of the trop, Z)) 


Sometimes it 18 poſlible to als the chiefs of the 
village. They are thrown into priſon, nod kept 
there till the village has diſcharged what is due: this 
expedient is tedious, and does not always ſucceed, 
If we are fortunate enough to carry off their camels, 
buffaloes, and ſheep, they ſuffer them to be ſold, in- 
ſtead of attempting to recover them by. paying their 
debt, and expoſe themſelyes to the hazard of dying 
with hunger, leaving their lands uncultivated for the 


ſucceeding year! 


- We is, therefore, abſolutely neceſſary to maintain 
perpetually in each of the fixteen provinces of Egypt 


a column of eighty or a hundred men, whoſe ſole 


employment it is to force the villagers to pay their 


taxes: very frequently after a long and laborious 
round the ſoldiers return with a mere trifle,. 


wn 


It is eaſy to.conjeQure all tthe ene the exa&fions 


the havoc and waſte, and the confuſion, which com- 


monly attend thoſe rounds, and which the ſevereſt 
diſcipline can neither prevent nor remedy, 


An inconvenience of a very ſerious nature ariſes to 


— 1 2 
- FA 
. \ 


* 
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grerent the collecting of the taxes during the eight 

months in which the country is not inundated; it is 
the period when the Arabs undertake their predatory 
incurſions, when landings are made on the coaſts, 
and when we are threatened with attacks from every 
quarter. It then becomes neceſſary for us to be con- 
 tinually fighting; and a column of troops has ſcarce 

begun to move forward, before it is compelled to fall 
back, in order to puniſh the revolted villages, or to 
_ expel the Mameloucs and the Arabs! 


The collection of grain is ſtill more difficult. Like 
the tax in ſpecie, it is abſolutely neceſſary to compel 
the villages, at the point of the bayonet, to pay what is 
due; it muſt then be taken to the magazines on the 
banks of the Nile, embarked in boats, and ſent down 


the river to Cairo. : 
1 ; 


When the two firſt difficulties are overcome, the 
third, more difficult than either; ſtill remains, on 
account of the ſmall number of boats which can be 
found for theſe convoys, and the ſhort time they 
can be uſed, which is only during the four months in 
which the Nile is navigable. Since our arrival a 
: prodigious number of boats have been cut up and burnt 
for want of other fuel *; theſe neither have, nor can 


| # The-exaſperation of the natives only could follow the wanton 
w_ of the furaiture and ornaments of the palaces of _ for ſuel. 
„ 


REED 


— 
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132 
by any poſible means, be replaced; a part of what is 
left is conſtantly employed in following the move- 

ments of the troops who are in purſuit of Mourad 


Bey. 


* 


Laſt year we were obliged to purchaſe for ready 


1 _f_ money at Cairo, notwithſtanding the ſearcity of 
of i | „ ſpecie, corn for the ſubſiſtence of the army, to the 
5 11 - amount of more than 300,000 livres, though we had 
1 Eh at that very time ſeveral millions worth in Upper = 
ae Egypt. | 


This year the boats have been excluſively FE 
in bringing down the Government ſtoxes : the conſe- 
quence of this has been an inconvenience of another 
kind; the city of Cairo i is in want of bread, and the 


In Egypt more is hazarded ;—they burn the boats of the Nile, the very 
boats which can alone render the country produQtive to them, by the 
hs of its produce to the 1 


Nor is this all! there i is no timber in IRS and it will require ages 
to repair-the havoc of this accurſed expedition, which, though fleeting 

and tranſitory, will leave behind it traces of deſtruction infinitely deeper 
than have ever yet been inflicted on this unhappy country,” by the nu» 
merous viſitations of Heaven and man! Already « the city is in ant 


i of bread; and it can afford little conſolation to the inhabitants, that 
þ their tyrants are involved in the ſame miſery with themſelves. A ſpeedy 
"I'M death, or a more ſpeedy flight, will put an end to the ſufferings of 
fy | | theſe; while thoſe will linger on amidſt the agonies of their families, 
17 of drop, exhauſted with hunger, i in the filent and i ſtreets of the 
i : once populous Grand Cairo. 0 _ 
* 
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—_— of the people on the occaſion has en 
n ſome _ of fermentation 5 | 


ts deſpite of all theſe Jiſagreeable a 
there was laſt year ſome ſpecie in the country ; ſome 
had been brought in by the commerce of the preced- 
ing year; and yet, when Bonaparte left us, there were 
more than 10,000,000 ſtill due to the army, of which the 

mere pay of the troops amounted to , ooo, ooo. 


At preſent the ſpecie has entirely diſappeared ; 
nothing is now to be ſeen but medins, * which cireu- 
_- Iate _ hand to hand vith en rapi- 
dity! 


* A copper coin of nearly the value of an Engliſh halfpenny. Here 
is a lamentable falling off from the louis, with which former letters 
repreſented the French as playing at ducks and drakes / What can have 

become of the 20,000,000 livres which Bonaparte -affirmed to the Di- 
_ retory his ſoldiers had found on the bodies of the Mameloucs, killed at 
the Battle of the Pyramids?“ Interceptred Correſpondence, Part 1ſt, 
pp. 64, 166.) It cannot have found its way to France, unleſs in the 
pockets of Bonaparte: and even this may reaſonably be doubted, fince 
both Pouffielgue and Dugua ſeem to hint that this renowned General 
before his flight was reduced to the neceſſity of TN, the military 
cheſt, 


vj Ll 


But to return to the 20,000,000 "SRO: ſhall it be ſaid that the Ma- 
meloucs recovered them again on the bodies of the French they have 
killed? The one is juſt as likely as the other : and body for body (for 
no advantage is meant to be taken of the ſuperior numbers of the latter 

that have fallen), there is little hazard in maintaining that the Mame · 
| loues have found kane: + louis as the French. „ 
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: * in by Bonaparte to the Legiſlative Commiſſions, and at the ſame 


. 


This coin bears but little more than a third of the 
5 * value of the other coins. Before the war, 


Spaniſh dollars were brought here in abundance, and 


the medins carried away: at preſent the dollars are 
all taken off by the coffee- trade with Yemen, where 
they are ſent to the mint, and melted down; ſo that, 
like the gold coin, they become more valuable as they 
become more ſcarce, and the medins more plentiful. 
The conſequence of this is, a riſe in the price of every 
article, and a number of obſtacles in the enen 


of caſh, ol | : 


T he preſent foperaBundatice of all the mereantile 
productions of Egypt, ariſing from the total ceſſation 


of foreign trade, is a circumſtance ſtill more diſagreea- 


ble: it will complete the ruin of this country; for the 
villages being obliged to pay us always the ſame ſums, 
and unable either to export, or to find a market for, 


their produce at home, will ſpeedily ſee their inhabit- 


ants reduced to the laſt ſtage of miſery; while the 
army, which had ſo much difficulty ts procure money 


while there was yet ſome in the country, * or 


be deprived of it altogether, 


: The military cheſt i always empty ; and for ah 


conſiderable period to come, we have not the moſt 


diſtant proſpect of receiving more than 2 or 300, oo 
livres a month, while the ordinary expenſes amount 
as n 30000 for the lame ſpace N +. 


. + This paragraph is ſo palpable a e of the account deli- 


0 | 1 


/  _.__OKIGInAL LEtTtR tgg. 
Tae natives of this country, notwithſtanding their 
frequent inſurrections, may be conſidered as a mile 
and tractable people; but they cannot be truſted ; they 
are beſides very far from loving us, although they 
have been treated with more kindneſs than was ever 
yet-ſhown to any conquered people * !!! 


time ſo conſonant to the ſtatements of Kleber, Dugua, &e. that if the 
General be not . he muſt eee, 

"I of it. 

It appears from the official papers, that he made thofe Commiſſions 
grant a credit to the Miniſter of War of 12, ooo, ooo livres for the army 
in Egypt, aſſuring them at the ſame time that this vote © would be no 
burden on the French finance, as ample proviſion was already made out of 
the revenue of Egypt, to fuppy all their wants. 5 . 


In this manner did he render nugatory the only profpeRt of relief held : 
out to the troops whom he had abandoned, and this too, when he knew 
the depth of miſery into which he had plunged them, and whizk. he 
increafed to the utmoſt of his power by _—_— with him the lat ar- 
thing of the — cheſt. 


. Thele trafable Egyptians muſt ſurely be the moſt perverſe mules 
- that ever exiſted! To revolt againft the French, who uſe them more 
kindly than any conquered people was ever uſed; who only © cut 
their heads off,” to obtain their money, and . point their bayonets at 
their breaſts,” to make them give up every thing elſe, azgues a degree 
of ingratitude equal to the inſenſibility they all ſhow in not loving fuch 
_ exquiſite benefactors and of which Pouſſielgue ſo feelingly complains. 
© Seriouſly, what muſt be the treatment whfch they undergo, to force fo + 
mild a people to ſuch frequent revolts ꝰ and what muſt be the inhuman 
inſolence of the French, to give ſuch a name to thoſe natural ex- 
preſſions of indignation at a barbarous rapaeity of their tyrants? 
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The difference of manners, that extremely import- 
ant one of language, and, above all, their religion, 
form obſtacles of the moſt inſuperable nature to e 


1 like a ſincere affection. 


They hate the cit of the Mameloucs ; they 
dread the yoke of Conſtantinople; but they will never 


de brought to endure ours but in the hope of ultimately 


ſhaking it off. The only favour they might be diſ- 
poſed to grant, is, to allow us the preference of all the 
nations which THEY call Chriſtians *. 


We have ba on every ſide of us, ten chouſand 
ſecret enemies to one open friend! | 
We had ſucceeded in maintaining a good intelli- 
gence with the Cherif of Mecca; and the letters 


which he wrote to Bonaparte and myſelf had quieted 


for an inſtant the conſciences of the Muſſulmen in 


this country: but we conjecture, from ſome ſpies 


which he has ſent to Caird ſince the arrival of the 


Grand Vizier at Damaſcus, that he has changed his 


opinion, and, in conſequence of the inſinuations of 
the Engliſh, who have a force in the Red oo gone 
over to our enemies. 


We had 41, ooo effective men at our arrival in 


* « Tuxx call,“ is well put in—for it is likely that the Egyptians 
have fallen into the fame error as the poor Perubians, who took 


 Ctaifſtian to be ſynonimous with Spaniard. 
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Egypt: There were then only N and Arabs 


to fight; and yet theſe conſtantly and exeluſively 
occupied the whole attention of the army to the end 


of January: : 


"a ca the Mameloucs, though diſperſed, are 


notwithſtanding alma all in exiſtence; and may, 
whenever the attention of the army ſhall be otherwiſe 
occupied, reunite with the utmoſt promptitude : they _ 


have only loſt four or five inferior chiefs ; the prin- 


cipal ones who remain are ſtill powerful, and have 


a — degree of intereſt. 


- 


The 3 are not at all diminiſhed; they hate us 


as much as they did at our arrival; and their wan- 
dering kind of life renders us no objects * e 
fon to them. 


When we firſt landed, the Egyptians believed, As 


WE TOLD THEM, that it was with the conſent of the 


Grand Signior, and they ſubmitted with more docility: | 


at preſent they are perfectly convinced of the con- 
trary. Thoſe who appear to be in our intereſt con- 
ceive themſelves authorized, BY OUR LIE, to betray 

us; they will certainly do it on the firſt occaſfion®; and 


- 


* Can Pouffielgue wonder that a people ſo — deceived ſhould 
feel the with of e in their turn? ** 2 
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. uk were bounding with joy when the land- 
ing took place at Aboukir in Auguſt laſt. 


But when to theſe numerous armies, in the midſt 
of whom we live, are added thoſe from without; when 
the Grand Vizier, with the principal officers of the 

Ottoman Court, is aſſembling all the forces of the 
Empire to attack us in different points at once, by 
land and fea, aſſiſted too by England and Ruſſia; 
when he calls upon all the people of this country to 
riſe againſt us; and finally, when the few Arabs 
whom he had attached to us leave us to go over to 
him; it is not difficult to diſcover that our lituation 


is def, perate ! 1 


N — 


<< 
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The enemy loſes an army; he raiſes another in- 
ſtantly. He was beaten at Mount Tabor, two 
| months after he was beaten at Aboukir; - the ſame 

Period is elapſed, and he is again ready to be beaten 

at Salahich ! But every victory carries off ſome of 
our beſt troops, and their loſs cannot be repaired. Apt- 
FEAT WOULD ANNIHILATE Us ALL TO THE LAST 


« 2 * bh”, 8 * er 
K e 


Aa” n 
. 2 


to sſſufe himſelf, if he reflects for a moment, that the ſyſtem of fraud 
begun by themſelves, will be propagated to all around them. Fidelity | 

and attachment can never conſiſt with that inveterate ſyſtem of falſe- 

hood which has marked-the commencement and POIs of the whole 


conduct of France towards Egypt. 
Non bene nas nee in un ſede morantur, 


ORIGINAL LETTERS: 139 
MAN; AND HOWEVER BRAVE THE ARMY MAY 


BE, IT CANNOT LONG AVERT. THAT FATAL 
EVENT 1 | ? 


The war has deprived us of a number of excellent _ 
officers, ſuch as General Caffarelli, General Dommar- 
tin, General Bon, General Rambault, and General 

Dupuis; it has alſo deprived us of almoſt the whole 
corps of Engineers , and of a very conſiderable 
part of the Chiefs of Brigade, both of infantry and 
cavalry, Several able Generals have left us, and 
Bonaparte has taken five with N 


The army, without clothes, and, above all, without 
arms, and without ſtores of any kind, reduced to leſs 
than two thirds of its original numbers, has now no 
more-than eleven thouſand men capable of taking the 
field, although about thirteen or fourteen thouſand 
appear under arms; this is owing to the appearance 
of a great number of ſoldiers at the roll-call, who 


+ This corroborates a ſtriking paſſage in a letter of Lacuse, an officer 
of this corps, to his uncle, Intercepted Correſpondence, Part II. p. 138. 


The concluſion of this paragraph conveys a tacit reproach to Bona- 
parte for depriving an army fo circumftanced, of its Generals. That he 
would take Berthier with him, there were ſtrong reaſons for believing ; 
but it does not appear why four others ſhould be ſelected to ſhare the 
diſgrace of his flight, unleſs it were to increaſe the dilioulties of Kleber, 
and the n. of the 
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prefer, fick and wounded as they are, PS bes duty at 
their quarters to ſtaying in the hoſpitals or, in the 


_ depots. When they are wanted to march a lictle far- 


ther than uſual, or to fight, the force they have put 
upon themſelves inſtantly appears. Wounds, ophthal- 
mies, dyſenteries, and other diſeaſes not leſs common 
here, have abſolutely diſabled the reſt of the army. 


Even thoſe who are in a condition to march are ex- 
hauſted by fatigue, enfeebled by the climate, and the 
wounds and ſickneſſes which they have endured ; and 


their courage is proportionably diminiſhed. 


With this handful of men, we have to cover five 
Hundred leagues of country; overawe three millions 
of inhabitants, who may be reckoned as ſo many 
enemies; and garriſon the holds and fortreſſes of Alex- 
andria, Roſetta, Rahmanie, Gizeh, Beniſuef, Medine, 


Miniet, Siout, Girge, Kené, Coſſeir, Cairo, Suez, 


Mitt Kaniar, Salahieh, El Ariſch, Bilbeis, Catieh, 
Damietta, Manſora, Semenoud, and El Benouf. Should | 
the Grand Vizier attack us, we cannot oppoſe more 
than five or ſix thouſand men to all the Ottoman forces 
which will be at his diſpoſal ; and ſhould he attack us 
in two places at once, he will penetrate into the coun- 
try without a poſlibility on our fide of preventing him : 
this would certainly have happened to General Bona- 
parte, if the Turks, while they were landing at Abou- 


kir, had made the Syrian army advance upon Egypt 
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In three months we ſhall be obliged to encounter, 
a ſecond time, that deſtructive malady the plague, 
which may make dreadful hayoc amongſt us ; this hor- 
rible proſpect 1 che ſouteſt hearts. - 
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'To put the Snithing hand to a misfortunes, the * 0 
Nile of this year has been extremely bad, having lowed _ 3 10 
off ſuddenly, and before the lands could be inundated 'W 
in due ſucceſſion ; we ſhall not be able to draw any 
contribution from the villages which have not received 


their water, and we are threatened with the moſt 
frightful W 


There is not a ſoldier, not an officer, not a general 
who does not moſt earneſtly long to return to France; 
perſuaded, as they all are, that they are facrificing 
here, without any advantage to their RR” 2 
| healths, and their lives! ' 


However, from the preſent ſituation of things in 

France, and conſidering that for more than fifteen 
months it has not been poſſible to ſend us any aſſiſt- 
ance, it is clear that we muſt forego the hope of having 
it in any time to do us fervice, eſpecially as the favour- 
able ſeaſon has now been ſuffered to paſs by. 


The army ſaw with pleaſure General Kleber at 
their head after the departure of General Bonaparte; no 


one is more capable of inſpi piring them with confidence 
and eſteem, 
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But he is- full of honour, and of noble cs; and 


the more ſenſible he is of the difficulty of the taſk thus 


left him, the more fearful he will be of liſtening to 
ſentiments imperiouſly dictated by circumſtances, and 
"the immediate. intereſt of the army, but which might 


ſome time hence be a attributed, perhaps, to timi- 


dity, 


Not having the ſame reſponſibility on me, I am 


not afraid, Citizen Directors, to lay before you the 


naked truth; and be aſſured that, however ſtrong the 
repreſentation I have juſt made, you would find it but 
feeble and imperfeR, if the limits of a letter would 


allow me to enter into greater details. 


Egypt is a very fine country; our dreadful ſituation : 
in it is merely the effect of circumſtances. It proves 
anly that we are arrived too ſoon, and that the time is 


not yet come for us to eſtabliſh ourſelves, 


There is not a doubt but that if we were peaceable 
maſters of Egypt, we might in a few years entirely 
remove a great part of the evils which infeſt and deſo- 
late it, ſuch as the plague and the Arabs; and give to 
agriculture and commerce a new activity, which ſhould | 


reſtore this country to its ancient ſplendour. This 


would render it one of the fineſt colonies in the world, | 
which would . become the centre of univerſal 
Commer CS. 
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But Egypt! is bounded by two ſeas (the Red Sea and 
the OE mag” and by deſerts. 5 


It i is tl to have 2 2 marine to be in a 
condition of approaching it at pleaſure; and above all, 
to be enabled to protect its commerce, and enſure all 

the advantages which it holds out. | | 


The French Republic is at preſent without a navy ; 
it will be yet a long time before it can have created 
one capable of contending with that of our enemies. 


To pretend to preſerve Egypt without having any 
means of ſending thither, and of aſſuring the ſafety of 
our convoys of every Kind, is merely to expoſe our- 
ſelves to the hazard of. being compelled to abandon it 

to Ruſſia or England, who, under the pretext of driving 
us from it, will eſtabliſh themſelves there, and very 
ſoon take effeual meaſures to exclude us from it for | 
ever, 
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We might, indeed, Rill maintain ourſelves there if we 
had the permiſſion of the Porte ; but if it was not thought 
poſſible to obtain it before our invaſi ion, it muſt be 
ſtill leſs ſo now, when the Porte lies at the merey of 
the Ruſſians and Engliſh : 2nd even were ſhe, con- 

trary to all appearances, diſpoſed, from political con- 
5 ſiderations, to ſuffer us to occupy. Egypt proviſionally, 

the Engliſh would never be induced to In) it. 
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When the in to Egypt took place, we were b 


at peace on the Continent; we had ſtill a conſi- 


derable fragment of our naval force in the Mediter- 


ranean; and we were in poſſeſſion of the whole of 
Italy, Corfu, and Malta; a hope, too, might 


have been indulged that we ſhould obtain the conſent 


of the Porte, at leaſt tacitly; and thus we ſhould 


have gained the end we propoſed, againſt the Engliſh; 
for it is my opinion, with that of all the world, that 


our proper view was, by alarming them for the ſafety 


of their Indian poſſeſſions, to force them into a peace, 


advantageous for the Republic, by making the eva- 


cuation of Egypt an object of compenſation for the 
reſtitutions which we ſhould in that caſe have re- 


quired! 


Bur THE FATAL ENGAGEMENT OF ABOUKIR RUIN= 


ED ALL OUR HOPES. It prevented us from receiving the 


remainder of the forces which were deſtined for us; it 
left the field free for the Engliſh to perſuade the Porte 
to declare war againſt us; it rekindled that which 


was hardly extinguiſhed with the Emperor of Ger- 


many; it opened the Mediterranean to the Ruſſians, 


and planted them on our frontiers; it occaſioned the 
| Tofs of Italy, and the invaluable poſſeſſions in the 


Adriatic, which we owed to the ſucceſsful campaigns 
of Bonaparte ; and finally, it at once rendered abor- 


tive all our projects, ſince it was no longer poſſible for 
us to dream of giving the Engliſh any uncaſineſs in 


ORIGINAL tixrens. ns. 


India : add to this, that the people bf Egypt whoiti we 
wiſhed to conſider as friends and allies, inſtantaneobſly 

| became our enemies, and, entirely furroumded as we 
were by the Turks, we found ourſelves engaged iti a 
moſt difficult defenſive war, without # glittiþfe of the = 
fightad future rey, to be "Inſtat from it . 


aft 


* 5 5 we can no > longae fatter ourſelves that 
the Engliſh will be prevailed on to agree to an equi- 
valent i in the articles of peace, for the evacuation of 


Er 


* This is a moſt magnificent deſcription of the immenſe advantages 
derived to the common cauſe of Europe, from the gloti ious victory of 
| Lord Nelſon. It is the more honourable for this country, as it comes 
from the unſuſpeRed teſtimony of an enemy, who had nothing but truth 
and the real interefts of France in view, when he drew it up. It differs 
alittle, it muſt be confeſſed, from the i ingenious ſtatement handed about 
by the friends of France in this country with ſuch prodigious applauſe, 
and which the reader may poſſibly have ſeen. In that, all the advantages 
were, cf courſe, placed on the fide of France, who was made debtor 
(for it was quite a matter of calculation) for eleven fail of the line, not 
tos highly valued; and eteditor for the whole of Tuſcariy and Naples; 
which, it appeared; left. a balance of ſever» millions ſterling, error 
excepted, in her favour! It is probable that ſhe never received them: 
but this detracts nothing from the good will of her friends, who, on 
looking willy” actos the whter, have often found cauſe to . out 


with Helena, 


1 85 vis nit 
Trar wiſhing well Had not a we | 
Which might be felt: that wu, che'prorer for, 
| Whoſe baſer ftars do ſhut us up in is 
Might with H of them follow our n e ; 
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Rowe: F or, in the firſt place, they deen perfe&tly 
well the degree of weakneſs and want to which we are 
reduced, and which renders it impoſſible to undertake 
any thing againſt them: and in the ſecond, that even 
if we ſhould receive ſuccours (which they will uſe 
every means in their power to prevent), we ſhould 
not, on that account, be a jot farther advanced while 
we have the Turks to contend with ; and while they 
are aſſured that the Porte will not make peace without 
their conſent, or without ſtipulating that the preli- 
-minary article for terminating the war, ſhall be the 
evacuation of Egypt. | 


Under this point of view, our plan has totally 
failed; in as much as it cah no longer affect the 
Engliſh ; and thus, neither as à conqueſt nor a 
colony, can there be any farther Reder for ene 
n of Egypt. = We act ff 
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But there is yet another conſideration ; it is, that 
if we delay entering into a treaty (ſuch is the ſtate of 
weakneſs to which we are already reduced), there is rea · 
ſon to fear that we ſhall be too late; that the remainder 
of the army will periſh, or that 5 ſhall be abliged to 
evacuate the country without any conditions at all: 

while, on the contrary, we have it at preſent in our 
power to make it the price of peace with the Ottoman 
Empire and the Barbary States, the ſtrengthening our 
old connexions with Conſtantinople, and * in 
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the- Lene that excluſive commerce which we once 
N N 6 


T 10 . to which THE Exelisn 15 TY 


ADMITTED AS A PARTY, will be a Preparatory 1 


to that peace which it is, at length, more than time 


to conclude with them . It will infallibly induce 
| Ruſſia to declare war againſt the Porte, and cauſe a 
diverſion of the moſt important kind in our affairs in 
Europe; ue might even hope to _— oy we _ 


have pales in wn man „ bo 
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ral This MOT uk, al Pouſſielgue pronounces indiſpenfable; : 
and on which he dwells with ſuch earneſtneſs towards the concluſion 
of his moſt admirable letter, ariſes wholly, or in great part, from the 
hopeleſs condition of the naval force of France. | 


Egypt, it © 4 muſt be ſpeedily evacuated, or not 4 mat of 


the Army of the Eaft will be. left alive: it becomes therefore a con- 


ſideration of the next importance to preſerve as much of the ſad re- 
mains of it as poſlible,; and this can only be done by the neutrality 
or friendſhip of the Engliſh. That another fugitive General (if another 
there be, baſe enough to ſneak away from his poſt like a midnight 
thief)/ may, as Bonaparte did, effect his eſcape, is far from being 
impoſſible ; but the attempt is hazardous, and the ſhame (which 
even ſuccefs cannot leſſen) ſuch as a ſoldier of honour Won. bann 
die a thouſand deaths than encounter. ; 

With a ob fleet of tranſports, - 3 10 ſo foul * un⸗ ; 
prepared as thoſe in the ports of Alexandria, flight muſt be evidently | 
hopeleſs, and indeed impracticable, even if there were not ſuch 
vigilant and gallant commanders to evade, or g oor as Mr s 
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I have the Sealer confidence. i in this opinion, ine? 
cauſe I am perſuaded that the Engliſh cannot. ſee. 
without ſome uneaſineſs, and without a fecret kind of 
jealouſy, the progreſs of the Ruſſians — a progreſs 
much more dangerous for them than our continental 
power, now that our navy is deſtroyed, * 2 we 

. © have loſt our maritime copqueſts, | 
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| The only event, which ey poſſibly enable us to 
preſerve Egypt, would be an immediate war between 
Ruſſia and the Porte. All the Ottoman forces which 
are marching againſt us would inſtantly fly to protect 
the centre of the empire. In ſuch a caſe, the Grand 
Seignior would grant us peace on any terms we ets, ooh | 
think proper to aſk. * 
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But it is probable, that without a treaty of alliance 
between the French Republic and Ruſſia, which | 
might be uſeful to us at this moment, but which 
would certainly be impolitic, this laſt power will 
only wait till the Porte ſhall have made peace with us 
to declare war againſt her: for, by fighting againſt 

the Turks, we diminiſh his forces and his means. 
This is toiling for Ruſſia, who, on her ſide, unable 
to make war againſt the Porte without forcing her 
to conclude a peace with us, attains her purpoſe, 
which is the deſtruction of that power, juſt as ef- 
fectually by making war on the French, whom ſhe 
knows to be her ſole ſtay and ſupport. 
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The Otten K ite is generally rega 
old edifice, tottering to its fall; The Europeam 
powers have long been preparing to divide its ſcatterel 
fragments, and many politicians .conceive. that the 
cataſtrophe is cloſe at hand. In this ſuppoſition, - | 
they think it. but right that F. rance ſhould have her. 
ſhare * the nnn n 1 5 e, any; is 
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I this fall of the Ottoman Empire (which is very 
far from being ſo certain, when we conſider the dif- 
cuſſions and the variety of oppoſitions it would pro- 
duce amongſt the great powers of Europe, even among 
thoſe. who might have combined for this very object; 
when we conſider ſtill further, that it will be eternally 
the intereſt of France, England, Pruſſia, and even 
the Empire, to oppoſe it); if this fall, I fay, ſhould 
after all take place, France will always be in time to 
have Egypt. Beſides, he French will be invited 
there by the Turks themſelves, whenever the latter 
find themſelves menaced by the Ruſſians, whom, they 
mortally hate. 3 
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France is fo fine a country; the French are ſo 
powerful by their numbers, their riches, and their 
fituation with refpect to the other continental powers, |, 
that they cannot poſſibly gain any thing by a tetal overthrow - 
of the ſyſtem of Europe ; while, at the ſame time, this 
overthrow may give birth to a new and preporide- 
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Weighing all 50 eiten e ä 
tors, I cannot but conclude that we are tos diſtant, 
and that events operate too rapidly, to permit us to 
wait for your orders before we take our reſolution; 
at leaſt we cannot do ſo without compromiſing the 
intereſts of the Republic, the Ty and the ou of 
the remains of the army 2.53. te cid; 


That we muſt n Egypt, eſtabliſn- 
ing, as the price of this ſacrifice, a peace; together 

with all our ancient connexions, with the Ottomans | 

and the States of E WT . 


That all which you have now to hope for, whatever 
may be your views on Egypt, depends upon the pre- 
ſent intentions of General Kleber, which are to retard 

the evacuation as long as poſlible by the delays which 
he will endeavour to introduce into the negotiation ; = 
if, after all, we are happy enough to be permitted to 
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negotiate : 
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That Gnally, if the evacuation mould take place ; 
without waiting for your orders, it will only be, 
becauſe it was inevitable; and becauſe, in the ſtate 
of ignorance in which we all are, reſpecting the real | 
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2 4 * le 22 Vendimiaire, an 8. 


Ducua, Giniral de Divi * ng au Citoyen BanrRras, 
Dir. 1 


Citoyen Directeur, 


JI vous ai écrit pluſieurs lettres depuis arrive de 
PFarmee en Egypte. J ignore {i elles vous ſont parvenues. 
Bien peu de depeches particulières ſont allees à leur 


deſtination. Je vous diſois dans les lettres que j'avois 
grande envie de retourner en France, mais cette envie 
Etoit ſubordonnee au deſir d'y retourner d'une maniere 
flatteuſe, et non avec Fair d'avoir quitté Varmee, par 
impatience, par degoiit, par legerete, ou par crainte, 
ſoit de la peſte, ſoit de nos nombreux ennemis Ruſſes, 


Anglois, Turcs, Arabes et Mamelucks, qui menacent 


FEgypte fur quatre ou cing points differents, Alexan- 


Arie, El Arich, la Mer Rouge et le Nen. | 


| Jo 8 os retour de votre cank in, pour vous 


1 donner des details ſur notre poſition, qui, peut- etre, ne 


vous a pas £te peinte telle qu'elle eſt. J'ai commands 
les deux-tiers de I'Egypte pendant les expeditions de 
Syrie et d'Aboukir, Je connois ſes produits, ſes 
reſſources, | la force des places que. l'on appelle de / 
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guerre, les chemins que Lon peut prendre pour les 
6viter, Teſprit des habitans, Terat de l'armée, de nos 
arſenaux, de nos magazins et de nos finances. Je 
vais faire paſſer rapidement ſous vos yeux l'appergu de 

tous ces objets, et vous jugerez sil n'eſt pas inſtant 
que. le Gouvernergent vienne a notre ſecours. | 
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Je ne vous dirai que peu de mots ſur le depart du 
General Bonaparte: il n'a ete communique qu'a ceux 
qui devoient en Etre; il a étẽ precipite,. l'armèe eſt 
reſtee 13 jours ſans General en Chef, II n'y avoit 
pas un ſol dans les caiſſes, aucun ſervice n' toit aſſure, 
Vennemi à peine parti d' Aboukir ẽtoit encore devant 
Damiette, et le Grand - Viſir ẽtoit deja a Damas: telle 
a etẽ notre poſition au vue du 1 au 1 3 Fructidor. 
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Je vous avoue, 8 Directeur, que je ne | pou- 
- vois pas croire que le General Bonaparte nous eilt 
| abandonnes dans 1'stat og il nous a laiſſẽs; ſans argent, 
ſans poudre, ſans boulets, une partie des ſoldats ſans 
armes. Alexandrie eſt un grand camp retranchẽ, 4 
qui expédition de Syrie a enlevẽ une partie des 85 
bouches a feu qui lui ẽtoĩent nẽceſſaires pour ſa defenſe, 
Liſbe, pres Damiette, eſt a peine clos: une portion 4; 
des murs d'El Arich ſont tombes d'eux-memes ;.. des 5 
dettes Enormes, plus du tiers de Varmee detruit pat 
la peſte, la diſſenterie, Popthalmie, et les combats; z Ce 
qui reſte eſt preſque nud, et Vennemieſt à huit Jjournees 
de nous—telle choſe que Von puiſſe vous dire à Paris, 9 
ce tableau n'eſt que trop vrai: vous me connoiſſez ins 
capable d'en faire de faux. | 
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| Une grande armte ſe raſſemble en Syrie, des flottes 
dont nous ne connoiſſons pas les forces, menacent nos 
cotes, que nous ſavons ętre acceſſibles en beaucoup 
d'endroits.— Le General en Chef ne peut reunir que 
7000 combattans. L'ennemi peut former trois at- 
taques à la fois; que ferojent a hommes diſſe. 
mines? OS . - - 

Nous avons contre nous le fanatiſme Muſulman, qui 
ne peut pas Etre apprivoiſe, vide d'un gouvernement 
Chretien eſt un ſupplice pour le peuple; les exemples 
les plus ſeveres n'empechent pas les villageois de ſe 
| revolter au moindre bruit dé ſavantageux, ou au 
| moindre firman _—_ contre nous. 


Cependant le pays. eſt tbe la propricts: -ut m- 
etre utile, ſous bien des rapports, à la Rẽpubliqu —on 
peut y cultiver les productions de toutes les parties de 
la terre.—Si ces avantages deciderit le Gouvernement | 
\ faire des efforts pour conſerver I'Egypte, il n'a pas | 
un moment a perdre, il faut qu il nous envoĩe, au plus 
vite, des hommes, des fulils, * plomb, de la poudre, 
des Wann, &c. 1 1 | 


3 


Si le Gouvernement ne peut pas nous faire paſſer ces 
ſecours; &'il ne peut pas calmer la Cour Ottomane, et 
la rappeller 5 ſes veritables interets, fi, enfin, nous 
ſomes i ici abandonnes 3 a nous-memes, forces de con- 
tinuer à nous battre un contre dix, de lutter contre 
les maladies les plus cruelles, le Gouvernment ne 
reverra de l' armee d a' Egypte, que des ayeugles et des 


eſtropics;—fl les Tors ont Ihumanits de lui a. 


renvoyer: tout le reſte aura ry ẽpuiſẽ par les fatigues 
et les victoires. | 5 


Je vous ebitors Vaſſurance, Citoyen Directeur, que 
vous venez de lire la verite la plus exacte. Mille 
raiſons peuvent avoir empèchẽ qu'elle ne vous ait ẽtẽ 
devoilee toute entière. Je vous Vai dite, parce que 
je crois ne pouvoir vous donner de preuve plus intime 
de mon ſincère attachement; et parce que je dois les 
details a Varmee d Egypte, au WWW et à ma 
, + 


Salut et reſpeRt. 


Dvgva. 


= ß Ü—b of 


TRANSLATION. 
ae, Ober 13, 1799. 


Ducva *, General of Div iron, to Citizen BaRRas, 
N 8 


Citizen Director, e 7 


I HAVE written ſeveral letters to you ſince the arrival 


of the army in Egypt; I know not if any of them 


have reached you; very few private letters have ar- 


rived at the place of their deſtination f. 


* Though laft not lea. If there be yet any doubts of the falſehood, 
incompetence, and unfeeling barbarity of Bonaparte, this excellent 
letter muſt effectually remove them. It is written by an officer high 
in command, confident of his knowledge, and appealing without 
heſitation to his eftabliſhed. character for the credit of facts which 
Bonaparte will now "Fe: it impoffible to pallinte « or deny. 


+ This allades to a circumftance frequently hinted at in the court 
of this Correſpondence. A very general perſuaſion prevailed in the 
army, that the letters of individuals were examined by Bonaparte's 
orders; and, if found hoſtile to his views, hope back . de- 
1 
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"1 eule to you, in ſome of theſe letters, that I 
was exceedingly anxious to return to France; but 
this anxiety was ſubordinate to the defire of returning 
there in a flattering manner, and not with an air of 
having quitted the army through diſguſt or fickleneſs 
or through fear, either of the plague, or of the nu- 
merous enemies, Ruſſians, Engliſh, Turks, Arabs, 
and Mameloucs,' which threaten Egypt in four or five 
different points—Alexandria, El Ariſch, the Red 8 


and the Peſert. e 5 i 


I ſeize the opportanity of your couſin's W to 
give you a few details reſpecting our actual ſituation, 
which, perhaps, has not yet been ſet before you in its 
true light. I had the command of two thirds of 
Egypt during the expeditions of Syria and Aboukir. 
I Exo its produce, its reſources, the ſtrength of the 
A ſuſpicion of this nature can neither be proved.nor diſproved here; 
indeed it fo happens, that it is of no conſequence either way, fince 
the belief that he was capable of ſuch a crime does him as little honour 
as the actual — of it. : 1 | 


For the 1 it is ce to call the reader's attention to Girks 
remarks from the peruſal of this moſt important document. It con- ; 
tradicts the General's ſtatements in every point, and that with a 
boldneſs derived from ſuperior knowledge and truth: it arraigns the 
baſe and cowardly deſertion of his army in terms of ſtrong and 
manly indignation ; and it ſpeaks of the ſufferings and deſpair of that 
| deſerted army in a manner that, if there be one ſpark of feeling, one 
ſentiment of honour yet left in France, will produce a ery of uni- 
verſal indignation and horror, and arive the eO or 4 FORTN3GBF” 


8 From his imaginary throne. 
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places, which ſome people call fortreſſes, the roads by 
which they may be avoided; the diſpoſition of the 


inhabitants, the ſtate of the army, of the arſenals 
and the magazines, and the finances. I am about to 
preſent you with a rapid ſketch of all theſe various 
objects; and you will then be enabled to judge if it 


be not abſolutely indiſpenſable for Government to 


ome to our ne er Fj 


. mall ſay but little to you ori the FP of the 
General. It was only communicated: to thoſe who 
were to accompany him. It was precipitated, The 


army was thirteen days without a Commander in 


Chief. There was not a ſous in any of the military 
cheſts; no part of the ſervice arranged ; the enemy 
ſcarce retired from Aboukir was ſtil before Damietta. 
Such was our ſituation at Cairo from the 18th M Au- 
guſt to the 3oth. - 


1 confeſs to you, Citizen Director, that I could 
never have believed General Bonaparte would have 


| abandoned us in the condition in which. we were ; 


without money, without powder, without ball, and 
one part of the ſoldiers without arms. Alexandria is 
a vaſt intrenched camp, which the expedition into 
Syria has deprived of a conſiderable portion. of the 
heavy artillery neceſſary for its defence. Leſbe, near 


- Damietta, is ſcarcely walled in; part of the — 


El Ariſch is tumbling of itſelf, Debts to an enor- 


mous amount; more than a third of the army de- 
ſtroyed by the plague, the dyſentery, by ophthalmia, and 
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by the war; that which remains almoſt naked; and the 
enemy but eight days march from us! Whatever may 
be told you at Paris, this deſcription is but too true, 


You know me to be incapable of hog, . . on 1 by | 


a falſe one. MY 

A numerous army is b affinbling f in ne; fleets, of 
which we know not the ſtrength, threaten our coaſts, 
which we know to be acceſſible in many places. The 
Commander in Chief cannot bring together more 


than 7000 fighting men; the enemy have it in their | 


power to make three ſeparate attacks at the ſame 


time—what can 7000 men : had * L di- 


| vided) hope to > do? 


We have g d us the Muffin fanat iiſen;which 
cannot be ſoftened of diminiſhed ; the idea of a Chrif- 
tian government is a real torment for the people. The 
ſevereſt examples do not prevent the country people 


from riſing againſt us at the leaſt report to our diſ- 


advantage, or at the moſt inſi ignificant * diſperſed 
againſt us. | 


The country, however, is very fine; the poſſeſſion 


of it may be uſeful to the Republic in many points of 
view, The productions of every quarter of the 
globe may be raiſed here. If theſe advantages de- 
termine the Government to exert itſelf to preſerve 
Egypt, there is not a moment to leſe ; men, arms, 
powder, lead, cannon-balls, &c. &c. mult be ſeat us 
without the ſmalleſt delay, . 
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If the Government cannot ſuccour vs, if it cannot 
EG the Ottoman Court, and recall it to its true 


Intereſts; if, in ſhort, we are abandoned here-to our- 
ſelves, compelled to continue fighting, one againſt ten, 


to ſtruggle with the moſt cruel maladies, all that France 
will ever fee again of the Army of Egypt,” will be the 
maimed and the blind, if the Turks ſhould have the 
humanity to ſend them back. The reſt. will periſh 
here, exhauſted by their fatigues and their victories ! 


I repeat my ſolemn aſſurances, Citizen Director, 
that what you have juſt read is the moſt exact truth. 

A thouſand reaſons may have prevented its being | hi- 
therto fairly laid before you. I have done it, becauſe 
I perſuade myſelf that I could not have given you a 


more convincing proof of my ſincere attachment; and 


| becauſe I owe theſe details of the. Army of rote 
to the Government and to my country. 


n * Health and reſpect. 


Dudu. 


CY 
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BoxAPARTE, Glutral en | Clef, an is 
_ Grand parmi les Grands, Eclairts et Sages, seul De- 


Positaire de la Confiance du plus Grand des Sultans. ; 


1 


Z J A Phonneur d'6crire à Votre Excellence, par 


'Effendi_. quia ẽtẽ fait prisonnier à Aboukir et que je 


lui reavoie, pour lui faire connoitre la veritable situa- 
tion de l' Egypte, et entamer des negociations entre la 
Sublime Porte et la Republique Frangoise, qui puissent 
mettre fin à la guerre qui se trouve exister pour le mal- 


near N autre ẽtat. 3 3 


Par quelle fatalits la Porte et la France, 2 de 


tous les temps, et des lors par habitude, amies par 


I'cloignement de leurs frontières; la France, ennemie 


de la Russie et de l' Empereur; la Porte, ennemie de la 


Russie et de I'Emperevr, na- les cependant en 
guerre? 


Par III, . 


— Z 
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Comment Votre Excellence ne sentiroit-elle pas, 
qu'il n'y a pas un Frangois de tue, 15 ne soit un appui 
151 moins 125 la Porte ? 

8 San Excellence, si Eclairke dans la 
connoissance de la politique et des interets des divers 
Etats, pourroit- elle ignorer que la Russie et l' Empe- 

reur d' Allemagne se sont plusieurs fois entendus pour 
le partage de la Turquie, et que ce n' a &tE que Finter- 
vention de la _— uu la empechẽ ? ; 


Votre "PFDs n'jgyore pas que le vrai ennemi 
Je PIslamisme est la Kussie. L' Empereur Paul III. 
s'est fait Grand- Maitre de Malte, c est- a-dire, a fait 
veeude faire la guerre aux Musulmans. N'est-ce pas 
lui qui est le chef de la religion Grecque, c 'est-a-dire, 
des plus nombreux ennemis qu ait IIslamisme? . 

. 

La 3 au contraire, a detruit les Cheviiiers de 
Malte, rompu les chaines des Turcs qui ẽtoient detenus 
en esclavage, et 'croit, comme Pordonne Elamime, 5 
qu 4 19 4 25 un geul Dieu. 


Ainsi donc la Sublime Porte a declare la guerre à ses 
veritables amis, et s'est allice a ses veritables m— i 

Ainsi donc la Sublime Porte qui a été l'amie de ha 
France tant que cette Puissance A ETt CHRETIENNE, 
lui a fait la guerre des l'instant que la France par sa 
religion 8'EST RAPPROCHEE DE LA CROYANCE Mo- 
SULMANE. | 


1 Sic orig. 
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La Russie et PAngleterre ont trompe 4 Sublime 


| Porte. Ils ont interceptẽ nos courriers, par lesquels nous 


lui faisions part de Pexpedition d'Egypte, et Vont feprẽ- 


sentẽe comme le commencement de Penvahissement de 
Empire Musulman. Comme si je n'avois pas tou- 
jours declare que l'intention de la Republique Frangoise 
| Etoit de detruire les Mamelouks, et non de faire la 
guerre à la Sublime Porte ; Etoit de nuire aux Anglois | 


et non à son grand et fidele allie 1 Selim. 


3 


La conduit que Pai tenue envers tous les gens te la | 


Porte qui toient en Egypte, envers les bitimens du 
Grand-Seigneur, envers les bitimens de commerce por- 
tant pavillon Ottoman, n est- elle pas un sür garant des 
intentions pacifiques de la Republique, Fr bs: road © 


5 Sublime Porte a declare la guerre dans le mois 
de Janvier à a la Republique Frangoise avec une preci- 
cipitation inouie z sans attendre l'arrivee de I Ambassa- 


deur Descorehes, qui Etoit deja parti de Paris] pour se 


rendre à Constantinople ; sans me demander aucune 


explication, ni rẽpondre a aucunes des avances que 


| 3 al faites. 15 


8 J ai ot espere, quoique la declaration de guerre 


me fut parfaitement connye, pouvoir la faire revenir, 


et j'ai à cet effet envoyẽ le Citoyen Beauchamp, Consul 
de la Republique, sur la caravelle ; pour toute rẽponse 
on a emprisonnẽ; pour toute reponse on a Cree des. 
armées, on les a reunies à Gaza, et on leur a ordonne 
d'envahir PEgypte.—Je me suis trouye alors oblige de 
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eser Ie Devert, preferant de faire Ia guetre en Sai, 
Les que Fon me la fit en Egypte. © | 


/ 1 


Mien arm6e est ble parfaitement dbripüner et ap- 
provisionnte de tout ce qui peut la rendre victorieuse 


des armes, fussent-elles aussi nombreuses que les sa- 


bles de la mer. Des citadelles et des places fortes heris- = 
ses de canons, se sont dlevees sur les cotes et sur les 
fronticres du Desert. Je ne crains donc rien, et je suis 
ici invincible. Mais je dois a ILchumanité, à la vraie 


politique, au plus ancien comme au plus vrai des 1 8 


FEmpereur Selim, la demarche que je fais. 


Ce que la Sublime Porte n'atteindra jatitais pat la 
force des armes, elle peut Vobtenir par une negociation, 
J'abattrai toutes les armees lorsqu'elles projetteront 
Penvahissement de Egypte, mais je repondrar d'one 


manière conciliante a toutes les ouvertures de nẽgocia- 


tion qui me seroient faites. La Republique Francoise, 


des Pinstant que la Sublime Porte ne fera plus cause 
commune avec nos ennemis, la Russie et Empereur, | 


fera tout ce qui sera en elle pour retablir la bonne in- 


telligence et lever tout ce qui pourroit ęètre un sujet de 


desunion entre les deux Elats. 


way 


Cessez donc des armemens dispendieux et t aaliies: 


Vos ennemis ne sont pas en Egypte, ils sont sur le 


Bosphore, ils sont à Corfou, ils sont aujourd'hui, par 
votre extreme imprudence, au milieu de Archipel. | 


> 


Radoubez et rearmez vos vaisseaux, refo rmez vos 


Equipages d'artillerie, tene - vous prets à deployer bien- 


obs AL 1244s — 65 


| Ge Perenitard du Prophite, nom cotitre la France, tiitis 
contre les Russes et les Allemands, qui rient de 1a 
guerre insensee que nous nous faisons, et qui lors- 
qu' ils vous auront affolblis, levetont la tte et dechere- 
ront dien haut la u quily BE; a 


5. 1 N 
A 12 A” * ** by 
P * * we, * 


Vous vooks (rin dit-on, mais Pi n 4 la 
reibe f, df, 


* 
8 * 3 EZ 3 03 ws... 2 2 k 
FI a x F 27S . — E . * * 


. votre Minictre a Paris de IDs pleins pou- 
voirs, ou envoyez quelqu un charge de vos intentions 
et de vos pleins pouvoirs en Egypte. On peut en deux i 
heures d'entretien tout arranger. Cꝰest le seul moyen 
de rasseoir l' Empire Musulman, en lui donnant la force 
contre ses véritables ennemis, et de dejouer leur projet 
perfide et qui malheureusement leur a si fort reussi. 


Dites un mot, nous fermerons la Mer Noire à la 
Russie, et nous cesserons d' tre le jouet de cette puis- 
dance ennemie que nous avons tant de 11 de * 
je ferai tout ce bw n. vous convenir. 


Ce 0 pas nn les Mak que les arm&es 
Frangoises auroient à deployer et leur tactique et leut 
courage, mais c'est au contraire reunies à des Musul- 
mans qu'elles doivent un jour, comme cela a ẽtẽ de tout 
temps, chasser . ennemi commun. | 


Je crois en avoir assez dit par cette 1 à Votre 
Excellence. Elle peut faire venit aupres d' elle le ci- 
M's Beauchamp, que Von m'assure &Etre detenu 5 
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ire connoitre ses 


Elle peut prendre 
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Noire. 4 
me fai 


3 Quant a 
ma vie, ce 


intentions. 
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x 


2 moi 
lui 
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jour 


contribuer à faire terminer 
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elle. 


ai pour 


& 


2 
= 


ti que et Sans 0 
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je tiendrai pour le plus bean 
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on je pourrai 


une guerre à la fois impol, 
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1 raduAtion e le de Boxaranre, en date ts en 
4 1 5 ON us 


A Sen 88 le 8 Vizir, Vicaire hs 7 
solu du Grand des Grands, du Judicieux & 
| Intelligent, & du plus Grand de tous les Mo- 
narques, I'Empereur des Ottomans. N 


TL'ozjer de la présente lettre, adressée à V. E. et 
_ exp6dice par le canal de l Effendi fait prisonnier à Abou- 
Kir, est de lui faire un fidèle expose de l' tat des choses 
en Arabie, et en terminant la guerre qui a eu lieu entre 
la Sublime Porte et la Republique Francoise, donner la 
paix à ces deux puissances. Helas ! pourquoi, amies 
depuis tant d' années, se trouvent-elles a présent en 
guerre] Est-ce pour Peloignement et la distance de 5 
leurs limites, qu'elles se battent? Est- ce parce que les 
Cours d' Allemagne et de Russie confinent avec la Su- 
blime Porte, qu'elles se sont unis à elle? V. E. ne peut 
ignorer que la nation Francoise est sans exception tres- . 
attachee à la Sublime Porte. Etant douee des qualites 
les plus Eminentes et instruite des veritables interCts des 
Cours, est - il possible que = 1 ne sache pas qe _ 


= Cette traduction est clle qui. 4 ere faite par * de s 
bene FS, Ho | TR 


_— | QRIGINAL LETTER, 
RNusses et les Autrichiens ont conspirs une fois - pour 
toutes contre la Sublime Porte, et que les Francois au 
Eontraire ſont leur possible pour s' opposer à leurs m6- 
chans projets? V. E. gait que les Russes sont les enne- 
mis de la religion Musulmane, & que Paul Troisieme, 
Empereur de Russie, comme Grand- Maitre de Malte, 
_ cest-a-dire premier Chevalier, a solennellement jure ini» | 
mitiẽ aux Musulmans. Les Frangois ont aboli l'ordre 
de Malte, donns la liberte aux prisonniers Mahomètans 
qui s y trouvoient detenus, et 1Ls CROIENT COMME 
x ux, en disant il n'y a" de Dieu que le vrai Dieu. Il est 
donc bien 6trange que la Sublime Porte declare la guerre 
aux Frangois, ses veritables et sinceres amis, et contracte 
des alliances: avec les Russes et les Allemands, ses enne- 
mis decides, Quand les Frangois Etoient nẽcessairement 
de la secte du Messie, ils ẽtoient les amis de la Sublime 
Porte, a peine se sont- ils RAPPROCH&S PAR LA RELI+ 
colo, elle leur declare la guerre. Les Cours d' Angle» 
terre et de Russie ont induit en erreur la Sublime Forte, | 
que nous avions informee par nos lettres de 'expedition de 
nos troupes en Arabie. Ces Cours ont trouv6 le moyen 
d' intercepter et cacher nos papiers; & comme si je n'a» 
vois pas manifeste a la Sublime Porte, que la Ré- 
publique Frangoise, loin. de lui faire perdre des do- 
maines, n'avoit pas la moindre intention de lui faire la 
guerre, Sa Majesté, le tres-glorieux: Sultan Selim, a cru 
aux Anglois, & a eu de Vaversion pour les Francois ses 
anciens amis. Est-ce que les bons traitemens qui j ai 
pratiquè envers les vaisseaux de guerre et marchands ap- 
partenans à la Sublime Porte qui se trouvoient alors 
dans les ports de Arabie ne sont pas une preuve suffi- 
sante de Fextreme desir et de Famous de la Republique 
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pressement le plus grand. Nonobstant que j 'ẽtois in- 
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| Franqvins: pour la paix et Pamitié? La Sublime Ponte, 5 
sans attendre Parrivee du Ministre Frangois Descorches, 5 
parti de France pour se rendre à Constantinople, et sans 
demander sur quoi ttoĩent fondẽs mes mouvemens et ha 
conduite, a declare la guerre aux Fran ois avec: 'em 
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Consul de la Republique Beauchamp, dans la süreto de 
la terminer, et tandis que j; attendois des réponses de la 
Sublime Porte par son canal, il a-£t6 mis en prison, et 
des troupes Musulmanes ont ẽtẽ expedibes a Gara avec 
ordre de s'emparer de VArabie. Alors j'ai jugs conve-. 
nable de faire la ren de ce chtẽ· ci, que duns 

le territoire ds FE et j'ai et obligꝭ, malgr&'moj, 
de traverser le desert. Quoique mon arme sit aussi 
nombreuse que le sable de fa mer, pleine de valeur, 

aguerrie au dernier point, et victorieuse; quoiqu elle soit 
complètemeni pourvue de tout o qu elle paurroit avoir 
besoin, que j aie des chiteaux & des forteresses les plus 
zůres, et que le centre et les limites du desert s0ient for- 
tifies par des bouches a ſeu; quoique je n aie aucune 
crainte ni apprehension; que je n'aic à me garder de rien, 
et qu'il soit impossible que je sois vaineu: ' neanmoins | 
par commiseration- du genre humain, et en £gard à c 
procedes louables, honorés par les nations, surtout 
pour nous rapprocher du premier et du plus veritable de 
nos allies, Sa Majests le tres-glorieux Sultan Selim no- 
tre allic, je manifeste ici mes dispositions à la paix. II 
est sur que la Sublime Porte ne realisera pas ses ep6- - 
rances par la force des armes, et que c'egt par une con- 
duite pacifique qu'elle peut faire son bonheur. Autan 
de troupes qui viendront — fnayr ee re- 
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pousser toutes, et malgrs: nn 

positions qui me seront faites tendant a la paix. Aussi- 

5 | LN la Sublime Porte se detachera des Russes et des 
Anglois nos ennemis, il n'y a pas de doute que la RE. 

| publique Frangoise renouvellera et rẽtablira autant que 
Possible les bases de la paix et de l'amitié avec la 8u- 

bdlime Porte, Il vaut mieux cesser de s efforcer à for. 
mer des arm&es, et à amasser des munitions de - 

Anutilement. Votre ennemi n'est pas dans l Arabie. II 
est dans la Bulgarie, à Corfou, et par votre mauvaise 
politique, au milieu de la Mer Blanche. Augmentez le 
nombre de vos vaisseaux, mettez-les en bon ordre, et 
Formez des canonniers, Que la sacrer banniere du Pro- 
phate ne nit pas ports sur les Frangois ; mais prepares. 
vous à vous en servir contre les Russes et les Allemands, 
Qui apres avoir souri a la rupture qui a eu lieu inconsi- 
derement & imprudemment entre nous, lèvent bien 
haut leurs t6tes, & d'un cri fort & pergant vous font les 

- propositions les plus ontreuses. Si vous voulez EE. 
_-gypte, dites- le; la France n'a jamais pretendu la pren- 
dre des mains de la Sublime Porte, & la dẽvorer. Don- 
nen des pouvoirs à votre Ministre qui est a Paris, ou 
envoyea quelqu un en Egypte avec des pleins pouvoirs 
Allimites, et tout sera arrangs sans amertume et à a deèsir. 
Mettez- vous sur le chemin qui vous fera tirer vengeance 
de nos ennemis. Travaillez a consolider et à raffermir 
les fondemens de l' Empire Ottoman. Emplayez tout 

votte pouvoir à Eloigner les propositions qui vous viet 
nent faites par vos ennemis, ainsi qu'a detourner les ter- 
ribles projets qu' ils pourrojent par malheur faire exEcu- 
ter dans ces momens. Ayant eu par le pass tant de mo- 
tits d' abhorrer les Russes, convient-il de leur faire aban- 
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aux Vitor ans qu'elle est discipline et valeureuse; 
desire s' unir a eux pour punir leurs ennemis. Que 
V. E., que j'ai importunée par cette lettre, fasse 


venir le Frangois Beauchamp qui se trouve 3 la 


Mer Noire, et j'espère qu apres Pavoir interroge, 
la mauvaise opinion qu'elle a de moi sera changfe 
a mon avantage. $'il d&pendoit de moi, le jour que je 
pourrois Efeindre le feu d'une guerre aussi absurde que 
messẽante, ce jour seroit rẽputẽ et Co par” moi, 
comme ie plus beureun de ma vie. 
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TRANSLATION „ 
07 4 Lau from Bonaraarz to the Grand vr. 
ZIER, dated 4. 104 ¶ Aalumetan Era, 


To Hrs Kew: THE SUPREME 3 4. 


ABSsOLUrE Vie AR or THE GREATEST OF THE. . 
| GxeaT, ot THE Jupictous anD INTELL- 
. GENT, AND or THE GREATEST OF ALL THE 
MowarcHs OF THE EARTH, THE Emeeron, 
OF THE ra oarag to $1 «ESP 


Jes E object of 2 7 present 3 addressed to Your. 
Excellency, and transmitted by the hands of the Ef. 


* There are bew bephever this curious State Feber. The | 


one, nn. . from the Arabic by the Turkish' G- 
Z 2 
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| ti" Aboukir, is to * | 
2 faithful view of the state of things in Arabia; and, 
by putting an end to the war which has taken place be- 
tween the Sublime Porte and the French e to 
wo peace to thoze two powers. e e c 


AI why, afier having been 511 fe \ 80 many 
years, do they now find themselves at war? Is it 
because the boundaries of the two States are 80 distant 
from each other that they fight? Is it because the 
Courts ot Germany and Russia border on the territo- | 
ries of the Sublime Porte that wy bave united, them- 
elves with it? : 


— 


Your Excellency cannot be ignorant that the French 
Nation, without exception, is extremely attached to the 
Sublime Porte. Endowed as Your Excellency is with 
vernment, and transmitted from Conatantinople; the other, 
tbosely, but elegantly rendered from the same original by the 
French ; and found amonst the Intercepted Papers. N 


Both are here given: but the firv only is tranilated . as W 
W more to be relied on than that so elaborately. framed at 
Cairo, and expressly calculated for the meridian of Paris. The 
© general tenor, however, of both is the same: an en ſ 


variation or two will be noticed. a> 3 
* 


To.remark upon the particular beisst this paper would be 
endless. Whoever sits down to peruse it must prepare himself 
for all that ignorance, blazphemy, meanness and hyprocrisy— 
all that misrepresentation, defeating its own purpose, and 
false hood, 50 gross as to be felt, can suggest to a contracted 
and restless mind, incapable of directing any scheme * policy, 
vet * venturing upon alk: ED nes. 


real — Courts, c it ang me you! dat 
the Russians and eee once fon 


act nere, designs? ——— 
that the Russians are the enemies of the Mussulman 

Faith, and that Paul che Third“, Emperor of Russia, as 
Grand Master of Malta, that is 00 say, Chief Knight, 
has solemnly sworn enmity to the Mussulmen. The 


French have abolished the Order of Malta, given liber- | 


have the same belief as themselves, that 44 Zhere is 


God but the true God. It is then very strange chat 


the Sublime Porte should declare war on the French, its 


real and sincere friends; and contract me eee, 


Renne RT 2 5 | 


oo"! 77 


= | This Paul the Third i is an 8 of 8 own. 
ercation. Since the French laid aside the Red Book, they have 


fallen into strange errors! One of their profound Legislators 


lately exclaimed, amidst the shouts of the admiring Senate: 
« What! Francis the First dare to brave the anger of me 
cc * Great Nation! Well, he shall be Francis the Lat 141 


„ how must the Grand Vizier (acquainted, as dept 
Nys be is, with the interest of Courts, and who must be up- 
posed to be so, in some degree, whether he had said it or no) 


how must he have smiled, with mingled pity and contempt, at 


. the sottish stupidity, the whining and hypocritical. cant of the. 


person to whom ws interests * a NO nation ww, en- 


trusted * 


9 „ the Sam Io th orga ie bs, 
properly marked as a quetation. 
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of its veracity. g : _— FE, 


77 . Aelnas serer : 
» When the Frencly were nevessatily_ of rer i 


the Mevsialy they were the friends of the Sublime 


The Counts of England and Rush have led bes | 


| Ponte into an error. We had informed It by letters of 


our intended empedition into Arabia; but those Courts 
bund ens 16 imerecht and-conceal our papers f, and, 
as if Lhad not proved to the Sublime Porte that he 


French Republic, far from vrictung to deprive it of its . 


domains, had not even the smallest intention of making 
war on it; His Most Glorious Majesty, Sultan Selim, 
gave credit to the English, and conceived an aversion 
for the French, his apcient friends. Is not the kind 
weatinent' which the sklips of war and merchantmen be- 


longing to the Sublime Porte, in the different ports of 


Arabia, experienced at my hands, a sufficient proof of 
the extreme desire, and love of the French Republic, far 


2 Fee and amity? The Sublime Porte, without Waiting 1 


This precious sentiment is thus expressed in the intercepted 


Translation: „80 then, the Sublime Porte, which was the” 
e frieud of France white she was a Christia 


ristian Nation, has de- 
« clared war against her, the instant ehe n as it were, 
« the Mussulman Faith!“ „ „ ; 


| + This assertion is/poritivey batten "y Kleber: 68" 


| Kbours to exeuse the French Government to the Porte, for the 
emission of this information, by alleging the ras" of se- 
cresy as to the ere of the armament. 


Kleber had Bonaparte 8 letter We him when he vans 
this remarkable deviation from it. What must have been that 
general's opinion—1hat mut now by the opinion of the words,” 


4 * 


= 5 „5 


arriv r A 

bad already left France for Conmaninople, and, with- 

out inquiring what wers the motives. for my: conduer, 
* declared war against che French, with the most unse- 
Countable precipitation, { Although. I weas inſormed of 
this war, I dispatched Beauchamp, Comul of the Re- 
public in the Caravel, in full: confidence of terminating 
had been thrown into prison, and Turkish troops dis- 
8 Gaza, Nn 


e 1 n e en — 
there than in the territory of Egypt; Wa | 
n ee 


Alchough br i EA IS. 
of the sea, f full of courage, inured to. war in the | 
highest degree, and yictorious ; although it is com- 
nnen, eee which it can stand 


+ The drudgery ef — — duden ' of folly and 7 
wickedness is inconceivable. In consequence of the just in- 
dignation of the Porte at the invasion of Egypt, Descorrhes 


5 Frange in this act of unprovoked hostility. Vet Bonaparte 
| has the stupid insolence to make the crime of the FRO to be, 
the not k waking for Doyrorches arrival | 11 | 


+ Jets just to observe, ant chess is ee 
tion in the sense of the corresponding passages in this and the 


was dispatched to inform it of the | amicable intentions of = 
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in need; though I have castles and ITtres5e i. 
gious strength, t though the center, and che entre- 
2 Desart are fortified by batteries of eannen: 
although I bete no fear nor apprehension of any = 
though I have no precautions to take, and that it 
impossible for me to be overcome; nevertheless, out 
of commisseration for the human race, respect for 
those honourable ways of proceeding which are res- 
pected by all nations, and, above all, out 132% 
dinciplined, and amply provided en thing that 1 
it victorious over your armies, though they be as innumerable. as 
the sands of the tea. Whether this qui-pro-quo arises from 
the imperfect wording of the Arabic, or from an idea in Bona- 
parte, that the original rhodomontade was too extravagant for 
France, cannot be told. The Turks could have no temptation 
to exaggerate the absurdity of this matehless production. 
Enough remained, though this boast had been withdrawn, to 
provoke the bitter. smile of the Ottoman Court. But hat 
f must have been the sensations of the Grand-Vizier, when he 
heard Bonaparte vaunt of the ample manner in which his army 
was supplied, when (as it appears from Kleber) he well knew 
it to be periching with want z or of his being invincible, when 
the whole of- his (the Vizier's) long march, from Damascus to 
Gaza, had been over the mangled carcases of the French, 
| whom the General had left to the Eng of —_— in his 


gy endoliegreceful flight. ai di e 57 bo gore 
With this obzervation this oe” -is left to the worn of the 
world. | + 4; ni 


The English —— e he compares it with Bows 
PARTE's parting instructions to KLEBER, will not fail to be 
struck wth the $INCERITY. of an overture, which is not to 
followed up at all except 1500 Frenchmen hall have died of 
the plague, and which, ix rhat-case, is to be followed * 
dy a negociation PURELY TO 5am TIME, : 


* 


% 
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| to be re- united with the first and truest of our allies, 
His Most Glorious Majesty Sultan Selim, I now make 
manifest my disposition for peace. It is certain that 
the Sublime Porte can never realize its wishes by fore? 
of arms, and that its —— can only be effectual by 
against Cairo, le can repulse therk all —And yet I will 5 
facilitate, as much as possible, every propoution. Which 
shall be made me tending to peace. The instant the 
Sublime Porte shall have detached itself from our ene; | 
mies, , the Russians and English; here cannot be 4 5 
doubt but that the French Republic will i renew, and re re= : 
establish, in che completest manner, the bages c A Ne 
and friendship| with the Sublime Porte. He 


It will be better for you to cease your e in 
forming armies, and amassing provisions and 'warlike 
stores to no purpose. Your enemy is not in Arabia. 
He is in Bulgaria, at Corfou, and, by your mistaken 
policy, in the heart of the Mediterranean. Augment 
the number of your ships, put them in good order, and 
form a corps of able cannoniers. Let not the sacred“ 
banner of the Prophet be displayed againgt the F rench, — 
but prepare yourselves to make use of it against the - 
| Germans and Russians, who, after smiling at the rup- 
ture, which has 50 inconsiderately and imprudentiy taken 
place between us, will suddenly raise their heads, and, 
with a loud and piercing cry, offer you the 1 most bur- 


thensome propogitiags, | e 


17 you wish to have Egypt me so. Fratige 
| has never entertained an idea of taking it out of the 
PART III. "2 | 
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| hands of the Sublime pam adn Ka 

Sire authority to your Minister who is at Paris, or 

Send some one to Egypt, with full and unlimited 
powers, and all shall be arranged without nn 8 
and to your wish. 


Enter upon the way that will ably"; you > take 
| vengeance of your enemies. Labour to consolidate and 
strengthen the foundations of the Ottoman Empire. 
| Employ all your influence to prevent the acceptance 
of the propositions which will be made to you by 
your enemies, as well as to turn aside the terrible ang 
destructive projects which they may unhappily have set 
on foot at this moment. Having had, during the past, 
so many motives to abhor the Russians, is it wise to 


abandon the Black Sea to them, and not rather to exact 
vengeance? Say but a single word on this last head, 
and I will exert myself for your advantage. The 
French army is by no means desirous of convincing 
the Ottoman forces of its discipline and courage ; it 
would rather unite with them to punish their common 
If Your Excellency, to whom I have addressed 
my wishes in this letter, will send for M. Beauchamp, 
who is on the Black Sea, and question him on the sub- 
ject, I am persuaded you will abandon the unfavourable 
opinion you now have of me. If it depended on my 
exertions, the day on which I should be able to extin- 
guish the flames of a war so absurd and so unbecoming 
both parties would be reckoned ds me as the most happy 
of my life. \ 
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25 No. XVI. : 
| + Traduction dune Lettre du General KLEBER, en date 45 
16 Rebiul- Akhir, 1214 (17 Septembre, 1799.) 


L. mms Kite; d Wark datce du 16 de 


Rebiul-Akhir, expose à V. E. que, dans la probabilite 
que la lettre de Bonaparte, adressée et expedice trente 


jours auparavant a V. E. par le canal de son serviteur, 


Mahommed Rechdi, n'ait été interceptee par les bàti- 
mens qui croisent dans la Mer Blanche, il a cru conve- 


nable de lui en envoyer la copie, esperant que le sens 
de cette lettre sera conforme aux sentimens de V. E.; 
que, pour ceux qui connoissent les vrais interets des A 
puissances, la paix est ce qu'il ya de plus salutaire et 


de plus avantageux pour leurs Etats et sujets; que les 


Frangois ont mis pied en Egypte, uniquement pour don- 
ner de apprehension aux e enen, vgs pos- 


It has not been thought necessary to translate this letter 


The English reader may be assured he has nothing to regret. 
It is a mere recapitulation of that which he has just read from 


Bonaparte; with the exception only of its boasting, and the sin - 
gle variation noticed in the notes to No. XII. Kleber seems to 


have felt a just indignation at the task imposed on him by Bo- 


naparte, and a dryness runs through his letter, which chews 


| how little his heart and his hand went together. 


7 Traduction faite par ordre de la Sublime Porte. 
A a 2 


1 de, 
1. 2 #7 4, 
6 4 & 
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V © -$essions et leur commerce dans I'Inde, & les forcer I à S 
4 paix; que l' intention des Frangois Etoit de tirer ven- 
| geance des Mamelouks, de délivrer le Caire de leurs 
41,68 ; oppressions, et de le rendre a la Sublime Porte; que ley | 
i l | Fr rangois, ayant depouilts les Mamelouks de toutes leurs 
4 proprietes, outre qu'ils n'ont pas touche a celles des 
Wh personnes, appartenantes a la Sublime Porte, chacune 
| d' elles Etoit restẽe comme auparavant ; que les odgahlous, 
my les militaires et leurs juges, confirmes dans leurs ser- 
[ f ty vices et emplois, exergoient la loi du Prophete, et que 
gr 4 le gouvernement et Padministration du pays a été lais- 
be 1 | | ste aux chefs et ulemars de l Egypte ; que la charge 
"of .  Minspecteur des pelerins avoit été confice au Kyahyn 
o * du Pacha, et que si le depart et le retour des pelerins ne 
1 se faisoit pas dans le temps fix, c toit à cause de l' in- 
1 exactitude et de la nẽgligence de cet Agha; que les 
1 Frangois s'ẽtoient rendue commune la religion Maho- 
ji 1 + ' mbtane, et Phonoroient en toutes les. manieres ; que 
_ nonobstant que la Sublime Porte leur ait declare la 
Wy guerre, ils n'avoient pas renonce à leur attachement et 
: 4 4 à leur amitié envers elle, et, forces a combattre a 
3 i Aboukir et dans l' Arabie, bongre malgre, quoique 
Fl | vainqueurs, leur attachement, leur estime, et leur 
i 'q bonne disposition envers la Sublime Porte, n'ayant fait 
" qu*accrottre, ils desirent la fin de cette guerre; qu'ils 
4 Etoient dans Vincertitude si Paffaire de leur expedition 
; 1 en Egypte avoit Ete operee en informant la Sublime | 
1 Porte, et avec sa permission: mais si c' toit sans la prẽ- 
I venir, de telle maniere que cela soit, cette expédition 
b Etant dirigee contre les Anglois, il a fallu envoyer Par- 
2 . mee en Egypte avec autant de promptitude que de secret; 
| | . qu' en considerant Iamitic que la Sublime Porte avoit 
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toujours profess6 envers les Frangois, lep 


troupes en Egypte ne pouvoit etre que pour son vantage | 


que dans la confiance d'apaiser la Sublime Porte, ilses- 
perent que leurs ercuses, dans cette affaire, seront agrives; 


que le Gen. Bonaparte n'ayant pu faire part à la Sublime 
Porte de la,verits du fait, apres le malheureux combat 
naval d' Abouk ir, les ennemis communs, en n | 


de la 8uperiorits sur les Ottomans, et les Frangois, 8'en 
sont réjouis; ils ont fait entendre ce qu ils youloienty ils 
se sont donnes de la gloire auprès de la Sublime Porte, 


et its ont donne des preuves de leur extension® contre les 
 Frangois, ils ont fait. taire la Sublime Porte, ae u 


ainsi attisE avec facilits le feu de la malice et de l'astuoe 


que si la Sublime Porte en avoit pre venu les eee | 


en lui demillant les yeux, ils n auroient pas mangu6 de lui 


indiquer le parti le plus avantageux a prendre; que Faf- 


faire de la paix toit propre à augmenter la renomm6e et 
| la gloire de Votre Excellence, et qu'elle scroit comme 
un des plus grands services à rendre à la Sublime Porte; 
que la nation Frangoise est une nation qui ne craint pas 
le fer et le feu, et la guerre qu'elle a faite depuis dix an- 
| neces consẽcutives, en offre la preuve: cependant, de- 
vant la faire contre la Sublime Porte, c'etoit pour eux 
coðmme s'ils la faisoient a leur propre gouvernement, et 
voyant par la diminuer et affoiblir des forces qu' ils de- 
vroĩent employer, unis à la Sublime Porte, contre len- 
nemi commun, leurs victoires actuelles ẽtoient pour 
eux un sujet de peine et d' afflicuon; que le don de cette 


paix est facile, vu qu' entre les deux PUISSANCES il n'y 
avoit aucune affaire obscure et en a vane 5 
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ORIGINAL LETTERS. 1 
, et la restitution du Caire;” ẽtant 2 ker 


3 ils ne '8'y opposoient pas, ayant deja r 

d'en expulser les Mamelouks; que dans la ö 
du il faut &allier à ses ennemis quand ils sont puissans, 
la Sublime Porte s'est unie à ses ennemis, mais il est 2 
f probable qu à la premiere occasion ils se dẽclareront 5 


contre elle, et il faut sen prẽmunir et bien garder; 


qu i est, par consẽ quent, tres-utile et nẽcessaire de con- 
clure la paix un moment plut6t, comme tres-messcant 
d'epuiser inutilement ses tresors et ses troupes; en un 
mot, que la guerre qui a eu lieu entre la Sublime Porte 
et les Ftangois n'ẽtant d' aucun profit, Paffaire de la 
paix Etoit à preferer, et le parti le plus solide a prendre; 
que Votre Excellence voulant bien leur envoyer une 
personne de confiance, en toutes les manières, il ne 
seta aucunement manque a son egard; qu' ainsi on sen- 
tendroit bientot avec facilite, et que, pour effectuer Paf- 
faire tres-convenable et n&cessaire de cette paix, ow 5 
parte Etoit parti de l' Egypte, ayant laissé a sa place le: 
General KLEBER, qui desire ẽgalement de la voir termi- 


IHE END. 


